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FEBRUARY  23,  1996 


A  letter  to  the  readers  of 
the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Reporter 


Grace  and  peace  to  you  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and  Savior. 


As  the  month  of  February  comes  to  a  close  it  marks  the 
ending  of  a  22-year  tradition  for  our  annual  conference  and 
the  beginning  of  an  exciting  new  approach  to  communication 
for  us  --  125,616  Louisiana  United  Methodists. 

The  Cabinet,  C.F.  &  A.  (Conference  Finance  and 
Administration)  and  C.C.O.M.  (Conference  Council  on 
Ministries)  agree  that  we  would  be  wise  to  change  from  a 
weekly  paper,  the  Reporter,  to  a  BI-WEEKLY  paper,  the 
Review.  This  corporate  wisdom  is  based  on  the  following 
facts: 

^Due  to  rising  costs  incurred  by  the  Reporter  our  sub¬ 
scriptions  for  1996  would  have  to  be  raised  to  $15.50. 


^  By  changing  to  the  Review  we  will  be  able  to  publish 
the  NetWorker*  within  the  Review,  which  means  that  the 
Networker  will  be  published  MONTHLY. 

^  We  will  receive  the  same  amount  of  news  in  the  Review 
as  we  did  in  the  Reporter.  In  fact,  we  will  see  even  more 
news  in  the  Review.  Why?  Publishing  the  NetWorker  as  a 
monthly  insert  will  allow  the  removal  of  resource  informa¬ 
tion  (Conference  Program  Calendar  and  workshop 
notices)  from  the  pages  of  the  Review. 


%  We  will  save  the  conference  and  you,  the  subscribers, 
money  and  at  the  same  time  provide  you  with  more  up-to- 
date  information. 

This  paper  you  hold  in  your  hands  is  the  final  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Beginning  March  9  the  same  pub¬ 
lishing  company  will  bring  us  the 
Review.  Please  let  us  know  what 
you  think  as  you  experience  this 
transition.  We  are  eager  to  hear 
from  you.  This  is  your  paper  and  it 
is  critical  to  us  that  it  meet  your 
needs. 

God’s  grace  and  peace  continue 

to  be 
with 
you. 

Rev.  Leslie  N.  Akin 


Leslie  N.  Akin 
Director,  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries 

*  a  resource  publication  for  local  church  leadership  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 
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IN 

MEMORIAM 

gT  Our  prayers  go  to  the 
L§Js  family  and  friends  of  the 
following: 


New  Orleans  -  Rev.  Randall 
Campbell,  pastor  of  Mt  Zion 
UMC,  New  Orleans  was  recent¬ 
ly  elected  president  of  the  Iliff 
School  of  Theology’s  Alumni 
Association  in  Denver, 
Colorado.  He  earned  his  M.Div. 
at  Iliff  in  1984. 


Mrs.  Daisy  Mae  Holland 
died  February  3,  1996.  Mrs. 
Holland,56,  is  survived  by  her 
husband  the  Reverend  Albert 
Holland.  Rev.  Holland  serves 
the  Napoleonville,  Wesley- 
Woodlawn  charge. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Tuesday,  February  6  and 
Wednesday,  February  7  at  St. 
Landry  UMC,  Gonzales. 

Mrs.  Lottie  Maye  Fraser 
who  died  February  14,  1996. 
Mrs.  Fraser,  78,  was  the  surviv- 


Baton  Rouge  -  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge  and  one  of 
its  members,  Linda  Sciple,  are 
featured  in  the  January  1996 
issue  of  INTERPRETER. 

Broadmoor  is  featured  in  the 
article  “Manna  Made 
Manifest.”  This  article  tells 
how  Broadmoor  distributes 
bags  of  food  and  spiritual  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  needy. 

Mrs.  Sciple  is  featured  in  the 
“Idea  Mart”  worship  column, 
which  asks  the  questions  “Does 
Your  Church  Sanctuary  Need  a 
Facelift.?” 


ing  spouse  of  the  Reverend 
William  P.  Fraser.  She  is  sur¬ 
vived,  by  her  children;  David  A. 
Fraser,  John  K.  Fraser  and 
Susan  E.  Matthews. 
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New  Iberia  -  The  members 
of  St.  James  UMC  invite  you  to 
a  revival  March  10-12  at  6:30 
pm.  The  Revivalist  will  be  Rev. 
Percell  Church,  Jr.  The  theme  is 
“Repairing  the  Breach  in 
Troublesome  Times”  based  on 
Isaiah  58:12  and  Amos  9-11. 
Youth  night  is  March  11th.  For 
more  information  call  Rev. 
Percell  Church  (318)364-5780. 


The  view  of  the  back  of  the  multi-purpose  building  as  seen  from  across  the 
lake.  This  building  is  now  enclosed  and  under  roof. 


Conference  Center  Sunday 
February  25f  1996 


A  Note  from 
Bishop  Oden 

The  issue  of  gambling  is 
on  the  front  burner  again  in 
Louisiana.  Legislative  hearings 
are  being  held  all  over  the  state 
concerning  local  option  and  video 
poker.  Most  of  these  hearings 
have  been  held  with  little  publici¬ 
ty- 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


The  last  one  will  be  in  Baton  Rouge  March  5  from  6  - 
9  p.m.  at  the  State  Capitol  in  Senate  Committee  room  “A”. 

I  urge  every  United  Methodist  to  be  engaged  in  mak¬ 
ing  a  witness  as  to  the  disastrous  effects  of  gambling  on  indi¬ 
viduals,  on  communities,  and  on  our  state. 


Building  Together 

- this  holy  place  can  only  be  built  as  we  build  it  together. 

It  is  the  place  God  has  given  us,  not  as  individuals,  but  as  a 
family  of  faith.  As  brick  by  brick  we  build  the  building,  we 
will  be  building  as  well  the  body  of  Christ. 


Second  Mile  giving 
continues 

In  January  the  Conference 
Center  received  another  challenge 
gift.  This  gift  came  from  the 
church  of  Holly  Grove  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District. 

After  witnessing  the  members  of 
St.  Mark’s  Church,  a  small  church 
in  the  Alexandria  District,  give 
$1,500  to  furnish  a  room  and  make 
a  pledge  to  pay  the  other  half,  Rev. 
Ryan  Horton  challenged  his  mem¬ 
bers  to  make  an  additional  gift  to 
furnish  a  room. 

On  January  22,  1996,  Rev. 
Horton  and  the  members  of  Holly 
Grove  sent  in  their  gift  of  $3,000. 
“We  are  thankful  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  make  this  gift!,” 


Centering  Our  Faith 


£ 

9> 

\ 


c, 


£ 

Louisiana 
Conference 
...  Center 

^,\'g  a#* 


This  photograph,  taken  at  the  end  of  January,  shows  the  roof  of  one  of  the 
lodges  near  completion. 


Thibodaux  -  The  A’capella 
choir  of  Rust  College,  in  Holly 
Spring,  Mississippi,  will  be  in 
concert  at  Calvary  UMC.  The 
concert  will  be  held  March  9, 
1996  at  6:30  pm.  The  members 
of  Calvary  invite  everyone  to 
attend.  The  church  is  located  at 
203  East  Seventh  Street  in 
Thibodaux.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  Rev.  Clifton  Conrad  at 
(504)446-0590. 

<TD  (TO  uD 


Bishops’  Appeal 
for  “Winter  Storms  ‘96” 


The  New  England  and  Mid- 
Atlantic  states  were  hit  with  a 
“once  in  a  century”  blizzard 
which  virtually  crippled  the 
entire  eastern  seaboard  north  of 
Virginia.  The  subsequent  thaw 
and  rain  unleashed  devastating 
floods  on  seven  states  and  at 
least  eleven  annual  conferences. 

Forty-three  people  lost  their 
lives  in  the  flood.  Bridges  were 
washed  out  and  thousands  were 
evacuated.  The  first  assess¬ 
ments  of  the  damage  found  over 
30  church  properties  had  sus¬ 
tained  damage.  As  assessment 
continues,  these  totals  will  rise. 

The  United  Methodist 


Council  of  Bishops  has 
approved  a  church-wide  Appeal 
for  Winter  Storms  2996,"' 
UMCOR  Advance  #901705-5. 
Funds  raised  by  this  appeal  will 
be  used  to  provide  relief  and 
rehabilitation  for  the  people  of 
these  conferences  and  to  repair 
and  reconstruct  church  buildings 
and  property.  All  monetary  gifts 
should  be  submitted  through 
your  local  church  treasurer  to 
your  annual  conference  treasurer 
for  forwarding  to  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 


Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
celebrates  50th  Anniversary 
with  Jubilee 


As  a  part  of  their  Jubilee  Celebration  for  50  years  of  service  to  their 
community,  the  members  of  Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  have 
cleared  land  belonging  to  the  church  and  are  creating  a  park  to  serve 
and  beautify  their  neighborhood. 


Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
will  celebrate  its  50th 
Anniversary  on  march  9-10, 
1996.  This  celebration  will  end 
a  “Year  of  Jubilee”  for  the 
church.  During  the  past  year  the 
church  has  taken  on  Jubilee  pro¬ 
jects  and  jobs  in  preparation  and 
thanksgiving  for  their  50th 
anniversary.  “The  idea  came  out 
of  Disciple  Bible  Study,”  said 
Rev.  Tim  Lawson,  pastor  of 
Ingleside. 


The  Jubilee  will  include  a 
golf  tournament  and  lunch,  con¬ 
secration  of  “Jubilee  Park,” 
Saturday  dinner,  Sunday  break¬ 
fast,  worship  and  lunch.  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  for  worship. 

The  members  of  Ingleside 
invite  everyone  to  the  Jubilee. 
Please  call  the  church  (504)344- 
9100  for  more  information. 


Shalom  Zone  training 
scheduled  for  New  Orleans 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Babin,  in 
1820  costumes,  and  the  members 
of  St.  Francisville  UMC  invite 
everyone  to  join  them  during  the 
Audubon  Pilgrimage  March  15  - 
17. 

St.  Francisville  -  St. 
Francisville ’s  United  Methodist 
Church  will  participate  in  the 
25th  Annual  Audubon 
Pilgrimage.  In  addition  to  tours, 
the  church  invites  all  interested 
parties  to  join  them  for  worship 
Sunday,  March  17,  1996,  during 
this  celebration.  Rev.  Harold 
Babin  will  lead  worship  in  his¬ 
torical  dress. 


By  Dr.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
training  for  our  conference’s 
Communities  of  Shalom  will  be 
Saturday,  March  9,  1996  at  the 
Napoleon  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  at  9:00  am. 

Rev.  Jeffrey  Irwin,  Director  of 
the  Metro  Office  of  Urban 
Ministries  in  Memphis, 
Tennessee  will  be  the  workshop 
instructor. 

The  primary  task  of  this 
enterprise  is  to  seek  the  highest 
good  for  individuals  and  com¬ 
munities  by  proclamation  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  develop¬ 
ment  of  economic  prosperity, 


healing  racial  hurts  and  empow¬ 
ering  residents.  The  entire 
Shalom  Zone  model  is  connect¬ 
ed  biblically  to  Jeremiah  29:7, 
which  entices  us  to  seek  whole¬ 
ness  where  people  experience 
spiritual  renewal  and  oneness 
with  neighbor  and  self. 

The  five  approved  Shalom 
Zone  sites  in  the  New  Orleans 
District  are:  First  Street  UMC, 
Kenner  -  First  UMC,  Messiah 
UMC,  Philips  Memorial  UMC 
and  Napoleon  Avenue  UMC. 
The  attendees  will  be  the  follow¬ 
ing  pastors  accompanied  by  a 
strong  team  from  their  local 


Church  and  community:  Rev. 
Benjamin  Santana,  Rev.  Helena 
Wright-Butler,  Rev.  Jeffery 
Conner,  Rev.  Abraham  Davis 
and  Rev.  Darryl  Tate. 

New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent  Dr.  Carole 
Cotton-Winn  has  also  rendered 
leadership  to  this  new  undertak¬ 
ing.  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell 
Conference  Director  of  Serving 
and  Special  Ministries,  will  be 
the  conference  staff  representa¬ 
tive  for  this  venture. 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith  forum 


FEBRUARY  23,  1996 


How  do  we  provide  the  means 
for  UMC's  mission,  ministry? 


In  response  to  congregations 
across  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  churchwide  finance 
council  will  bring  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  April  16-26  in  Denver  a 
zero-percent  budget  increase 
through  1998  and  a  two  percent 
increase  for  both  1999  and  2000. 

That  percentage  increase 
wasn’t  low  enough  for  the 
Detroit  and  Dakotas  regional 
conferences.  They’re  peti¬ 
tioning  the  church’s  top  leg¬ 
islative  body  for  a  flat  zero 
increase  in  all  apportion¬ 
ments. 

Apportionments  are  an 
equitable  division — sometimes 
termed  “fair  share”  contribu¬ 
tions — of  the  costs  of  ministry 
and  missions  at  churchwide  and 
regional  levels. 

These  “fair  share”  amounts  are 
assigned  for  payment  to  each  of 
the  42,000  local  United  Methodist 
congregations  worldwide. 

How  much  each  congregation 
is  asked  to  pay  is  determined  by 
its  respective  regional  unit  known 
as  an  annual  conference.  Each 
annual  conference  decides  its  own 
formula — typically  some  equa¬ 
tion  based  in  part  on  membership 
and  local-church  expenses — for 
determining  “fair  shares.” 

The  denomination’s  proposed 
budget  for  1997-2000  adds  up  to 
$503  million. 

Challenging  the  current  must- 


On  the  Way 
to.Denver 


Fifth  in  a  series 


pay  church  apportionment  sys¬ 
tem,  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference,  persuaded 
by  the  work  of  the  Rev.  Andy 
Langford,  a  pastor  in  China 
Grove,  N.C.,  and  Duke  Divinity 
School  professor  William  H. 
Willimon,  has  petitioned  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  to  give  regional 
conferences  and  congregations 
the  right  to  revise  apportion¬ 
ments  for  denominational  agen¬ 
cies,  commissions  and  funds. 

The  Western  North  Carolini¬ 
ans  also  want  to  restrict  church 
agencies  from  spending  more 
than  10  percent  of  apportioned 


funds  or  special  gifts  to  solicit 
apportioned  funds  unless  the 
church’s  top  finance  agency 
approves  such  action. 

Drs.  Langford  and  Willimon 
write  in  their  book  A  New  Connec¬ 
tion:  Reforming  The  United 
Methodist  Church  that  they  fear 
that  too  many  retrenchment 

8  decisions,  made  in  a  declin¬ 
ing  denomination,  are  com- 
151  ing  from  those  at  the  top  who 
are  protecting  turf  and  sal- 
J  vaging  the  status  quo  rather 
^  than  listening  to  the  will  of 
&  congregations  (page  60). 

Western  North  Carolina  isn’t 
alone  in  favoring  a  freer  choice 
of  apportionments.  New  Mexico 
and  North  Texas  regional  confer¬ 
ences  also  support  churchwide 
legislation  to  allow  congrega¬ 
tions  to  accept,  revise  or  reject 
apportionments — creating,  in  a 
sense,  a  budget  line-item  veto. 

Drs.  Langford  and  Willimon 
contend  that  necessary  ministries 
will  not  suffer  under  such  designat¬ 
ed  giving.  They  cite  United  Way’s 
successful  new  funding  plan  which 
allows  contributors  to  give  to  the 
unified  budget  or  give  to  a  specific 
program  like  the  Boy  Scouts. 

One  who  doubts  the  touted 
benefits  of  budget  leveling  off  for 
the  church’s  immediate  future  is 
Bishop  Edwin  C.  Boulton  of  the 
Ohio  East  Area,  president  of  the 
church’s  top  financial  agency. 


He  told  the  Reporter  last  fall 
he  was  skeptical  that  the  no¬ 
increase  approach  will  boost  the 
percentage  of  giving  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  church.  He  said  the  church  is 
taking  a  “rear  guard”  position. 

This  newspaper,  as  a  monitor 
of  the  church  at  all  levels, 
believes  that  the  key  to  faithful¬ 
ness  in  giving,  whether  it  be  with 
a  local  church  budget  or  a 
denominational  budget,  is  trust. 

A  zero-increase  budget  might 
raise  gifts  for  a  general  church 
budget  from  their  current  mid- 
80s  percentage  of  askings  closer 
to  100  percent.  However,  if  loyal 
members  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  don’t  trust 
their  local  church  or  their 
church’s  agencies  beyond  the 
local  church,  no  scheme  or  theo¬ 
ry  of  finance  will  win  them  over. 

The  996  delegates  to  this  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  need  to  remem¬ 
ber  that  they  not  only  take  their 
elected  positions  of  responsibili¬ 
ty  as  members  of  the  church’s  top 
legislative  body.  They  also  sit  in 
the  pews  and  preach  from  the 
pulpits  of  their  local  congrega¬ 
tions  which  are  expected  to  sup¬ 
port  the  Church’s  worldwide  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry. 

Whatever  the  delegates 
approve  for  the  church  to  accom¬ 
plish,  they  are  obligated  to  work 
to  bring  those  goals  to  fruition 
when  they  return  home. 


I'm  appalled  by  innuendo  in  resolution 


The  Feb.  2  “Faith  Connections” 
column  reports  that  a  resolution 
from  the  Rev.  Alvin  Deer  of  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference,  “asks  the  United  Methodist 
legislative  General  Conference  to 
extend  a  hand  of  reconciliation  for 
the  massacre  of  more  than  200 
Native  Americans,  mostly  women 
and  children  in  the  19th  Century.” 
The  innuendo  implicit  in  this  resrv_ 
lution  is  appalling. 

Does  this  mean  that  Methodists 
were  responsible  for  the  mas¬ 
sacre,  or  is  it  an  indictment  of 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 

Christianity  in  general? 

If  the  latter,  perhaps  we  should 
include  the  thousands  of  Native 
Aztecs  in  Mexico,  the  thousands 
-of  Native  Incas  in  Peru,  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  Native  Jews  in  Europe, 
the  thousands  of  victims  of  the 
“Holy”  Crusades,  all  massacred 
in  the  name  of  Christ. 


In  either  case,  does  it  mean  that 
present-day  United  Methodists  or 
present-day  Christians  must  bear 
responsibility  for  the  atrocities  of 
their  ancestors?  Hardly. 

For  a  thousand  years,  or  so, 
Israelite  doctrine  held  that 
descendants  of  wrongdoers  were 
culpable  even  unto  the  tenth  gen-  j 
eration.  * 

But  Ezekiel  saw  an  end  to  this 
folly  in  his  epiphany;  at  Ezekiel 
18:20,  he  reveals  the  truth  in  no 
uncertain  terms:  “The  son  shall 
not  bear  the  guilt  of  the  father,  nor 


For  Heaven's  Sake  By  Mike  Morgan 


I  learned  faith  at  406  Bird  Avenue 


After  51  years  in  the  same 
house,  my  mother  moved  this 
month  to  an  apartment  complex 
for  senior  citizens. 

That’s  a  traumatic  experience 
for  her,  for  me  and  for  the  rest  of 
the  family. 

Mom  has  been  very  lonely 
since  my  father’s  death  three  years 
ago.  Therefore,  even  though 
painful  at  the  moment,  the  45-mile 
move  enables  her  to  be  closer  to 
my  older  brother  and  younger  sis¬ 
ter  who  live  only  a  couple  of  miles 
from  her  new  home. 

Having  transplanted  myself  a 
half-dozen  times  in  three  different 
states,  I  empathize  with  her  pains 
and  her  loss  of  the  familiar.  But  I 
feel  my  own  pains,  too,  since  her 
move  marks  the  closing  of  a  sacred 
space  I  have  known  as  “home”  for 
those  same  five  decades. 

My  brother,  sister  and  I  grew  up 
in  that  small  central  Illinois  frame 
white  house  halfway  down  a  dead¬ 
end  suburban  street. 

Within  those  four  walls,  I 


Faithfully  yours 


Daniel  R.  Gan- 
gler  is  an  Associ¬ 
ate  Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


learned  the  values  of  life.  Courses 
in  basic  Christianity  were  lived  out 
in  the  lives  of  my  parents.  Guests 
included  not  only  friends  and  rela¬ 
tives  but  also  traveling  evangelists, 
visiting  pastors  and  furloughed 
missionaries,  who  played  some 
role  in  leading  me  to  my  own  voca¬ 
tion  as  an  ordained  minister. 

For  two  decades,  406  Bird 
Avenue  was  my  address.  And  even 
after  I  set  out  on  my  own  follow¬ 
ing  college,  this  remained  the  place 
to  which  I  returned  for  vacations 
and  holidays. 

Even  though  most  of  my  adult 


life  has  been  separated  from  that 
dwelling,  my  mind’s  image  of 
home  has  been  that  house,  that 
street,  that  good  life  of  nurture  and 
steadfast  love.  The  lives  and  silent 
witnesses  of  Mom  and  Dad  made 
it  sacred  space,  not  only  for  me  but 
also  for  my  wife  and  our  three  sons. 

Mom  vacates  our  family’s 
house  as  its  last  steward  and 
moves  enough  furniture  for  apart¬ 
ment  living. 

Within  months  it  will  have  a 
new  identity  and  owner,  yet  with¬ 
in  my  life  both  remaining  and 
spent,  the  image  of  that  place  will 
always  mean  home. 

It’s  that  house  I  picture  every 
time  I  hear  or  read  “in  my  Father’s 
house. . .”  (John  14:2). 

If  abiding  with  God  means 
sharing  in  the  warmth,  steadfast 
love  and  constant  care  that  my 
childhood  house  shared  with  me, 
then  my  faith  is  blessed  by  the 
most  positive  image  of  home  I  can 
know  this  side  of  eternity. 

-DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 
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Please  recycle. 
We  do! 


the  father  bear  the  guilt  of  his  son” 
(New  KJV). 

The  accusatory  nature,  howev¬ 
er  veiled,  of  Mr.  Deer’s  resolution 
should  render  it  unacceptable  to 
the  1996  General  Conference. 
Sam  Miller 
Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

4-  A'  W  ’  i  '*  - 

Power  to  the  churches 

The  excellent  Reporter  editor¬ 
ial  of  Jan.  26  calls  for  “prayers  and 
hymns  of  expectation”  and  lists 
several  “top  issues  for  the  1996 
General  Conference.” 

Many  of  us  lay  people  are 
praying  for  some  structural  and 
organizational  changes  that  will 
help  us  reduce  or  reverse  the 
1 ,000-per-week  membership  loss 
that  threatens  the  effectiveness 
and  very  existence  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  proposed  “downsizing  of 
churchwide  boards  and  agencies” 
would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
but  we  need  to  do  more  than  reduc¬ 
ing  the  size  of  our  huge  bureaucracy. 

My  prayer  is  that  the  delegates 
to  General  Conference  will  find 
ways  to  give  local  churches  and 
laity  increased  organizational  and 
public  policy  control  so  that  we 
become  a  member-controlled  as 
well  as  member-financed  church. 

Charles  B.  Shuman 
Sullivan,  Illinois 

Among  the  first 

RE  Brad  Warthen’s  article  (see 
UMR,  Jan  19))  “Churches’ Good¬ 
will  Fills  Souper  Bowl,”  and  his 
note  that  it  began  in  1989: 

The  church  I  served  on  Long 
Island  was  either  the  first  or 
among  the  first  to  use  the  concept 
of  S-O-U-P-E-R  SUNDAY!  That 
was  in  the  late  ’60s  or  early  ’70s. 
John  W.  Bardsley 
Fall  Branch,  Tennessee 

History  appreciated 

I  want  to  compliment  you  on 
your  new  addition,  “Our  United 
Methodist  Heritage.” 

I  was  impressed  to  read  about 
the  life  and  times  of  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley,  the  author  of  more  than  7,000 
hymns,  many  still  in  use  in  Chris¬ 
tian  churches  world  wide. 

Keep  up  the  good  work. 

Gert  Eckert 
Mt.  Dale,  New  York 

Enjoyed  article 

I  really  enjoyed  reading  the 
article  by  retired  Bishop  John 
Wesley  Hardt  on  the  1996  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  in  Denver  and  the 
gospel  witness  of  local  churches 
(see  UMR ,  Feb.  2.) 

Winning  persons  to  Jesus 
Christ  is  our  number  one  priority. 
Let  us  remember  that  Jesus  said: 
“Go  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel”  (Mark  16:15). 

Marvin  L.  Napier 
Dowelltown,  Tennessee 


Being  a  delegate 
takes  love >  work 


Thank  you — well,  most  days  I 
think  “thank  you” — for  asking  me 
to  represent  you  at  General  Con¬ 
ference  again. 

Having  trekked  to  General 
Conference  once  and  thus  know¬ 
ing  the  physical  and  mental  chal¬ 
lenges  ahead,  I  am  in  training  for 
the  April  16-26  gathering  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  Denver. 

What  does  that  training  look 
like?  Here  are  some  examples: 

✓  Hours  of  intense  concentra¬ 
tion  (it’s  especially  helpful  if  one 
can  continue  this  concentration 
until  1  or  2  a.m.); 

✓  Ability  to  read  between  the 
lines — practice  on  any  newspaper 
or  weekly  news  magazine  report 
of  goings-on  in  Congress; 

✓A  talent  for  carrying  20  pounds 
of  materials  from  the  hotel  to  die  con¬ 
vention  center  and  back  (daily) — I 
have  stacks  of  stuff  beside  my  tread¬ 
mill  so  I  can  practice; 

✓  Acceptance  of  the  fact  that 
“men  (and  women)  do  live  on 
cookies  alone” — hundreds  of 
thousands  of  wonderful,  home¬ 
made  cookies  will  be  available  to 
delegates  any  time  they  want  them. 

As  with  all  relationships  which 
flourish,  the  church  requires  love 
and  commitment  and  hard  work. 
Two  weeks  of  unrelenting  pres¬ 
ence — whether  worshiping,  debat¬ 
ing,  caucusing  or  studying — 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  Anita 
Iceman  is  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the 
South  District  of 
the  Desert-South¬ 
west  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 


demands  concentration. 

Our  delegation  [from  the 
church’s  Desert  Southwest  Annu¬ 
al  Conference]  is  small  enough 
that  we  have  the  chance  to  bond  at 
a  significant  level.  It  is  then  possi¬ 
ble  to  know  that  while  we  may  dis¬ 
agree  in  our  approach  to  issues,  our 
love  of  Christ  and  our  care  for  each 
other  are  not  jeopardized  by  indi¬ 
vidual  perception  or  vote.  In  some 
mysterious  way  we  do  become  a 
little  band  of  God’s  disciples  in  the 
midst  of  all  the  hullabaloo. 

I  hope  that  all  of  us — delegates 
and  local  church  members  alike — 
remember  that  our  foundational 
relationship  with  God  is  not 
dependent  on  either  particular 
structure  or  geographical  location. 

General  Conference  is  a 
remarkable,  if  daunting,  experi¬ 
ence.  I’m  excited  about  going. 


Sayings 


“Nothing  is  more  important  in 
the  church  than  for  us  to  keep 
memories  of  the  biblical  Word 
alive.  The  challenge  for  children’s 
attention  is  fierce,  but  the  compe¬ 
tition  for  the  next  generation  has 
always  been  fierce.  There  are  lots 
of  ways  to  keep  the  biblical  story 
alive.” 

— Dr.  Jana  Childers,  associ¬ 
ate  professor  of  communication 
at  San  Francisco  Theological 
Seminary,  speaking  to  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Presbyterian  Church 
Educators. 

k  k  k 

“Loving  children  means  more 
than  having  a  warm  and  fuzzy 
feeling  toward  them.  To  ‘love 
children’  means  to  be  visibly  pre¬ 
sent  with  them  in  the  church.  It 


means  to  be  their  advocates  when 
the  church  makes  decisions  about 
space  allocation  and  program 
development.  To  ‘love  children’ 
is  to  be  willing  to  invite  them  to 
attend  Sunday  school  and  other 
activities  of  the  church.  It  is  to 
seek  out  children  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  who  are  not  a  part  of  the 
church  family  and  to  take  steps  to 
incorporate  them.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop 
R.  Sheldon  Duecker,  Chicago. 

k  k  k 

“Justice  is  a  way  of  dealing 
with  fairness  when  we  can  do 
something  about  it.” 

—Kathy  Busse,  member  of 
Hillcrest  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bloomington,  Minn. 


first  Sunday  in  Lent 

(Lectionary  Year  A) 


And  God  com¬ 
manded. ..but  of 
the  tree  of  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  good  and  evil 
you  shall  not  eat,  for  in 
the  day  that  you  eat  of  it 
shall  die.” 


Psalm  32 
Genesis  2:15-17, 
3:17 

Romans  5:12-19 


—Genesis  2:16-17  Matthew  4:1-11 


PATJMCS 

Professional  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Church  Secretaries 

1996  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

May  16-19,  1996-Clearwater  Beach,  FL 

Ezra  Earl  Jones  *  Maijorie  L.  Kimbrough  *  David  W.  Pettis,  Jr. 
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MISSION 

Call  for  current  news 
and  resources.  Enter 
411  for  the  INDEX  or, 
try  these  new  numbers 
for  a  variety  of  mission 
topics: 


700.  Global  Watch: 

Mexico 

702.  Estonia 

703.  Angola 

705.  Zaire 

707.  Senegal 

713.  Guatemala 

714.  Japan 

715.  Russia 

718.  Liberia 

722.  Haiti 

727.  Special  Report: 

Interview  with 

Vladislav  Spektorov,  pastor  to 
Russian  UM  churches 

GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
The  United  Methodist  Church 


001.  Advance:  Basics 
002.  Nat’l  &  Intem’l 

Persons  in  Mission 
003.  Missionary  Support 

(World  Div) 

004.  Nat  l  Div  Mission 

Workers 

301.  The  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund 
601.  Accessibility  Mini- 

Audit  for  Churches 
605.  Activities  for 

Developing 
HIV/AIDS  Ministries 
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UMC  missionary 
says  Palestinians' 
situation  improved 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  MIKE  DUBOSE 

WEST  BANK,  Israel— Palestinian  Christian  physician  Salim  Anati  and  children  walk  through 
in  the  street  of  one  of  the  Palestinian  settlements.  The  crowded  communities  remain  one  of 
the  major  obstacles  to  a  lasting  peace  between  Israelis  and  Palestinians  (see  story  at  left). 
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Faith  Watch 

From  news  and  staff  reports 

V _  J 

CHURCH  FIRES:  Attorney 
General  Janet  Reno  said  recently 
that  the  Justice  Department  is 
investigating  a  series  of  fires  at 
predominantly  black  or  inte¬ 
grated  churches  in  southern 
states  for  possible  violations  of 
civil  rights  laws.  The  NAACP 
has  been  pressing  for  an  investi¬ 
gation  at  eight  churches  in 
Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

ASK  FORGIVENESS:  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  being 
asked  to  seek  forgiveness  and  rec¬ 
onciliation  for  an  Nov.  29, 1864, 
massacre  of  a  Cheyenne  Indian  vil¬ 
lage  in  which  200  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans,  mostly  women  and  children, 
were  killed  by  a  unit  of  the  1st  Col¬ 
orado  Cavalry  under  the  command 
of  John  Chivington,  a  Methodist  lay 
preacher.  The  petition  will  go  to  the 
denomination’s  top  legislative  body 
meeting  in  April  in  Denver. 

HISPANIC  LEADERS:  The 
Pew  Charitable  Trusts  has  given  a 
$3  J  million  grant  to  the  United 
Methodist-related  Candler  School 
of  Theology  at  Emory  University 
in  Atlanta  to  support  a  program 
to  develop  Hispanic  religious  lead¬ 
ership.  The  money,  the  largest  pro¬ 
gram  grant  in  religion  ever  given  by 
Pew,  will  be  used  for  a  program, 
headquartered  at  Candler,  to  provide 
financial  aid  to  Hispanic  theology 
students  and  faculty  at  other  theolo¬ 
gy  schools  across  the  nation. 

DEFENDS  REPORT:  The 
Amity  Foundation,  a  Nanjing- 
based  ecumenical  publisher  sup¬ 
porting  Protestant  work  in 
China,  has  defended  orphanages 
there  after  a  published  report 
accused  them  of  abuse.  Founda¬ 
tion  officials  pointed  out  that  a 
major  problem  with  China’s  wel¬ 
fare  work  “is  insufficient  funding 
from  the  government.” 


By  MIKE  DUBOSE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

BETHLEHEM— The  Rev. 
Alex  Awad  pulled  his  car  to  the 
side  of  the  road  outside  Bethlehem 
to  pick  up  a  hitchhiking  family. 

They  were  Palestinian  farmers 
returning  to  their  village  of  Sala- 
mona  from  Bethlehem.  The  trip 
took  them  through  mile  after  mile 
of  hardscrabble  farmland  where 
generations  of  Palestinians  have 
coaxed  grapes  and  olives  from  the 
rocky  ground. 

Mr.  Awad,  a  Palestinian-Amer- 
ican  missionary  assigned  to  the 
West  Bank  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  watched  as  the  farmer, 
Tagsir  Ahmad  Rashed,  tended  his 
grape  vines.  Behind  him,  across 
the  rolling  hills  lay  the  Jewish  set¬ 
tlement  of  Efrat,  a  modern,  self- 
contained  enclave  with  swimming 
pools  and  guarded  entrance  gates. 

Land  for  the  settlement  was 
seized  from  the  middle  of  Pales¬ 
tinian  farms  and  now  is  home  to 
about  11,000  well-armed  settlers, 
Mr.  Awad  explained. 

Greatest  obstacles 

He  considers  the  settlements  to 
be  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to 
real  peace  between  the  Palestini¬ 
ans  and  the  Israelis. 

Palestinians  are  cautiously 
hopeful  following  Israeli  military 
withdrawals  from  Bethlehem  and 
other  West  bank  towns.  On  Jan. 
20,  Palestinians  elected  a  presi¬ 
dent  and  legislature.  Yet  they  still 
contend  with  travel  restrictions  in 
Israeli-controlled  areas. 

“I  feel  like  we’re  moving  in  the 


"It's  not  yet  full- 
fledged  peace,  but  the 
situation  is  much 
better.  It's  not  perfect , 
but  I'm  optimistic." 

—Alex  Awad,  United 
Methodist  missionary  in 
Israel's  West  Bank 


right  direction,”  Mr.  Awad  said. 

“It’s  not  yet  full-fledged  peace, 
but  the  situation  is  much  better. 

It’s  not  perfect,  but  I’m  opti¬ 
mistic.” 

“The  Palestinians  need  a 
chance  to  build  their  self  respect 
and  humanity.  Their  time  is  now,” 
Mr.  Awad  said. 

Mr.  Awad  leads  a  small  Baptist 
congregation  in  East  Jerusalem 
and  is  acting  dean  of  students  at 
Bethlehem  Bible  College.  His 
wife  Brenda,  also  a  missionary, 
teaches  English  and  handles  Eng¬ 
lish  correspondence  at  the  college. 

Mr.  Awad  is  helping  lead  a  fund¬ 
raising  drive  that  would  allow  the 
college  to  purchase  the  buildings 
it  now  leases.  The  drive  is  about 
$200,000  short  of  its  $1.2  million 
goal,  Mr.  Awad  said.  “We  feel 
blessed  by  God  to  have  been  able 
to  raise  $1  million  in  five  years.” 

Because  of  his  close  ties  to  the 
Palestinian  community,  Mr.  Awad 
often  is  called  on  to  help  provide 
a  balanced  perspective  for  foreign 
visitors  who  frequently  hear  only 
the  Israeli  viewpoint,  making  reg¬ 
ular  trips  to  the  Deheisheh  refugee 
camp,  a  crowded,  gritty  collection 
of  two-  and  three-story  concrete 
buildings  outside  Bethlehem. 


On  a  recent  trip  there  he  visit¬ 
ed  Nidal  Abu  Aker,  28,  who  had 
just  been  released  after  six  months 
in  Israeli  prisons  on  “administra¬ 
tive  detention,”  which  Mr.  Awad 
said  amounts  to  being  jailed  “for 
no  particular  reason.” 

Family  'suffered  a  lot' 

“This  family  has  suffered  a 
lot,”  Mr.  Awad  said.  “They’ve  had 
one  son  killed,  one  with  an  eye 
injured  and  one  that  just  got  out 
of  jail.” 

Mr.  Aker,  sitting  beneath  a  por¬ 
trait  of  his  brother,  who  was  killed 
by  Israeli  soldiers  during  the 
“intifada,”  or  Palestinian  upris¬ 
ing,  describes  day  after  day  of  iso¬ 
lation,  followed  by  periods  of 
intense  interrogation  about  his 


political  activities. 

“I  was  chained  to  a  stool  and  the 
stool  was  chained  to  the  floor.  The 
questions  lasted  for  hours,”  he  said. 
The  Israelis  “do  whatever  they 
want.  They  have  the  bigger  guns.” 

Mr.  Aker  believes  many  Pales¬ 
tinians  were  imprisoned  by  the 
Israelis  “as  cards  in  their  hands,” 
so  that  they  would  have  some¬ 
thing  to  bargain  with  when  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  Palestinian  National 
Authority  during  the  peace  talks. 

But  the  talks  did  little  to 
address  the  plight  of  political  pris¬ 
oners,  Mr.  Aker  said. 

“We  were  totally  ignored  by 
the  peace  process.  People  in  jail 
suffer  most  because  they  feel 
ignored  by  society — even  Pales¬ 
tinian  society. 


“We  are  simply  asking  for  what 
everyone  else  wants.  We  want 
freedom.  We  want  our  own  state. 
We  want  our  own  identity. 

“Injustice  and  oppression  can¬ 
not  last  forever,”  Mr.  Aker  said. 

'We  have  hope' 

Mr.  Awad,  who  received  an 
official  visa  for  his  missionary 
work  last  April  after  years  of 
applying  to  the  Israeli  govern¬ 
ment,  looks  forward  to  a  career  of 
ministry  in  his  homeland. 

“It’s  exciting  to  live  in  this 
country  and  see  the  ups  and 
downs,  the  opportunities,  the 
troubles,”  Mr.  Awad  said.  “We 
have  hope,  otherwise  we  would 
not  be  here,  but  we  don’t  know 
how  long  it  will  take.” 


Speaker:  Push  to  change  body  that  monitors 
church-college  ties  is  based  on  false  premise 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— Is  the  fox 
guarding  the  hen  house  when  it 
comes  to  determining  which  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  are  quali¬ 
fied  to  be  related  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church? 

No,  says  Stephanie  Bennett- 
Smith,  president  of  one  of  the  124 
such  schools,  Centenary  College 
in  Hackettstown,  N.J. 

She  told  the  recent  semiannual 
meeting  of  the  church’s  association 


of  college  and  university  presidents 
that  several  legislative  proposals 
(petitions)  aimed  at  changing  the 
United  Methodist  University  Sen¬ 
ate  are  really  control  issues  based  on 
a  false  fox/hen  house  presumption. 

At  issue  is  who  should  make  up 
the  University  Senate.  This  body 
sets  criteria  for  affiliation  with  the 
church  and  then  regularly  moni¬ 
tors  the  schools  to  assure  that  they 
continue  to  meet  those  criteria. 

Current  legislation  provides 
that  13  of  the  University  Senate’s 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  DAVID  K.  FIRSON 

New  twist  on  an  old  joke 

ANCHORAGE,  Alaska-How  many  United  Methodist  Men 
does  it  take  to  change  a  light  bulb  at  St.  John  United 
Methodist  Church?  Ordinarily  one  guy  with  a  long  pole 
suffices,  but  not  in  this  case  (the  pole  wasn't  long  enough). 
Being  both  Alaskans  AND  United  Methodists  equips  them 
to  deal  with  anything,  however,  so  they  devised  this  inge¬ 
nious  combination  of  scaffolding  and  human  supports  to 
accomplish  a  difficult,  potentially  dangerous  task.  (Next 
time  someone  at  your  congregation  says  "We've  never 
done  it  that  way  before,"  show  them  this  picture). 


25  members  must  be  CEOs  of 
UMC-affiliated  schools.  The 
church’s  unofficial  Good  News 
movement  wants  the  church’s  top 
legislative  General  Conference 
meeting  April  16-26  in  Denver  to 
cut  this  to  one-third. 

Abriefing  paper  prepared  by  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  says  that 
the  Good  News  petition  is  based 
on  a  misunderstanding  that  the 
University  Senate  “oversees”  the 
related  educational  institutions. 

On  another  General  Conference 
agenda  issue  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
sought  the  educators’  support  for  a 
board-proposed  resolution  to 
affirm  the  ministry  of  the  church’s 
historically  black  colleges.  The 
resolution  would  also  ask  General 
Conference  to  increase  the  Black 
College  Fund’s  four-year  budget 
from  a  zero  percent  increase  $43.3 


million  to  $46.7  million. 

Henry  N.  Tisdale,  president  of 
Claflin  College  in  Orangeburg, 
S.C.,  said  that  “it  would  be  damag¬ 
ing  to  black  colleges  saying  that 
they  were  not  important”  if  the  pres¬ 
idents  didn’t  endorse  the  increase. 

On  the  other  hand,  Walter  Mur¬ 
phy,  president  of  LaGrange  Col¬ 
lege  in  LaGrange,  Ga.,  said  he 
thought  “it  would  be  wise  for  us 
to  stay  within  the  guidelines  of  the 
proposed  zero  percent  increase.” 

The  educators’  group,  known 
officially  as  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Schools  and  Colleges  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  took  the 
advice  of  Dr.  Murphy  and  others. 

They  affirmed  the  ministry  of 
the  church’s  black  colleges  and 
asked  the  General  Conference  to 
promote  the  Black  College  Fund 
but  did  not  support  the  higher  edu¬ 
cation  board’s  recommendation 
for  an  increase. 


Northwest  floods  cause 
minor  damage  to  churches 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist  property 
experienced  relatively  minor 
damage  from  recent  flooding  in 
Northwestern  states. 

“In  the  major  areas  of  flooding, 
the  United  Methodist  churches 
mostly  were  on  high  ground,”  said 
Helen  Ober,  secretary  in  the  Ore- 
gon-Idaho  Annual  Conference’s 
Western  District  office  at  Salem, 
Ore. 

Several  churches  in  the  area 
reported  water  in  their  base¬ 
ments — “a  nasty  cleanup  job,”  said 
Ms.  Ober — but  there  was  little 
structural  damage  to  the  buildings. 

From  Tualatin,  Ore.,  a  suburb  of 
Portland,  the  Rev.  Edson  Gilmore 
said  the  flooded  area  there  was 
mostly  businesses,  not  residences. 
Members  of  the  Tualatin  church 
volunteered  during  the  sandbag¬ 
ging  as  the  water  rose. 

Only  two  families  of  the 
church  were  directly  impacted  by 
the  flooding,  Mr.  Gilmore  said. 
One  woman’s  house  “was  sand¬ 
bagged  but  got  water  under  it  any¬ 
way.”  The  other  person  was  a 
beautician  who  had  water  in  her 
shop,  he  said. 

Christ  United  Methodist/Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  Monmouth, 
Ore.,  houses  the  county  Habitat  for 
Humanity  office  in  its  basement. 

Papers  on  the  floor  in  that 


office  were  damaged,  and  the  car¬ 
pet  in  the  chapel  had  to  be 
removed  to  dry. 

According  to  the  church  secre¬ 
tary  Sue  Chiapella,  the  eight  inch¬ 
es  of  water  in  Christ  Church’s 
basement  did  not  contain  sewage 
as  did  the  water  in  many  of  the 
flooded  areas. 

Although  United  Methodist 
camps  near  Tilamook,  Ore.,  and  at 
Suttle  Lake,  Ore.,  were  isolated 
for  several  days,  they  had  no  dam¬ 
age  to  buildings  or  other  facilities. 

In  Washington,  according  to 
Bishop  Calvin  McConnell  of  the 
Seattle  Area,  most  flooding  was 
from  Olympia,  the  state  capital, 
south  to  the  Oregon  border. 

Across  the  state  only  one  par¬ 
sonage — in  Centralia — was  dam¬ 
aged,  he  said,  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  at  White  Swan 
had  a  foot  of  water  in  its  basement. 

For  the  most  part,  damage  to 
churches  was  minimal,  Bishop 
McConnell  said.  A  lot  of  United 
Methodists  were  involved  in  sand¬ 
bagging,  and  the  Chehalis  United 
Methodist  Church  was  designated 
a  site  for  relief  workers. 

Contributions  to  help  with  the 
Northwest  flood  cleanup  may  be 
made  through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR). 

Designate  these  gifts  Advance 
No.  901670-1  “Northwest 
Floods.” 


University  presidents' 
association  says  churches 
should  aid  public  education 


The  National  Association  of 
Schools  and  Colleges  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  at  its 
recent  semiannual  meeting 
endorsed  a  52- 
page  policy 
paper  about  the 
church  and  its 
relationship  to 
bettering  K-12 
public  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

The  docu¬ 
ment,  Education:  The  Gift  of 
Hope,  was  prepared  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  church’s  Division 
of  Higher  Education  under 
direction  of  its  chief  executive, 


the  Rev.  Ken  Yamada. 

Already  touted  by  U.S.  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Education  Richard  Riley, 
the  paper  concludes  that  “it  is 
paramount  for  family,  school, 
community  and  the  church  to 
work  together  as  a  base  for  build¬ 
ing  a  common  vision  for  the 
schools  of  the  future.” 

The  paper  will  be  highlight¬ 
ed  at  a  banquet  focusing  on 
higher  education  during  the 
United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  April  19  in  Denver. 

Either  or  both  Secretary  Riley 
and  first  lady  Hillary  Rodham 
Clinton  will  speak  at  the  ban¬ 
quet,  according  to  Dr.  Yamada. 

-DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 


Ken  Yamada 


The  Beeson 
Pastor 
Program  is 
a  unique  doctoral 
opportunity.  It  s  not  only 
designed  for  pastors,  it’s  designed  Ay 
pastors.  Pastors  with  experience. 

Pastors  who  understand  the  rhythms  of 
parish  ministry. 

Pastors  like  Maxie  Dunnam.  Maxie 
has  a  shepherd's  heart.  Leaving  one  of 
Methodism's  flagship  churches  seemed 
unthinkable.  Then  it  became  clear. 
Accepting  the  Asbuiy  Seminary  presi¬ 
dency  didn’t  mean  leaving  pastoral  min¬ 
istry,  it  meant  expanding  it.  Maxie  now 
leads  the  laity  by  leading  the  academy. 

Pastors  like  Dale  Galloway.  In 
1972,  Dale  was  a  pastor  without  a  pulpit 
when  he  began  preaching  atop  the  snack 
shack  at  a  drive-in  theatre  in  Portland, 
Ore.  As  Dean  of  the  Beeson  Center, 

Dale  now  teaches  pastors  the  principles 
that  transformed  a  few  carloads  of  faith¬ 
ful  followers  into  one  of  the  country's 
largest  and  most  innovative  churches. 


BEESON 

Pastor  program 


Pastors  like 
Ellsworth 
Kalas.  One  of 
the  leading 

preachers  in  the  world 
today,  Ellsworth  honed  his  craft  by 
doing  it  — Sunday  after  Sunday,  for 
nearly  40 years.  In  1987,  The  Circuit 
Rider  included  him  in  its  original 
"Great  Preachers''  series.  As  Beeson 
Senior  Pastor  in  Residence,  Ellsworth 
now  trains  pastors  to  become  the  best 
biblical  communicators  they  can  be. 

Dunnam,  Galloway,  Kalas.. .the 
cream  of  the  pastoral  crop.  You  won't 
get  theoretical  speculation  from  these 
guys,  you'll  get  over  100  years  of  tried 
and  true  experience.  The  best  in  bibli¬ 
cal  preaching  and  church  leadership. 
That’s  the  Beeson  Pastor  Program. 

To  learn  more  about  this  unique  doc¬ 
toral  opportunity,  call  the  Office  of 
Admissions 


today  at 
1-800-2- 
ASBURY. 


A 

It 


Asbury 
Theological 
Seminary 

204  N  l-c.xington  Ave  •  Wilmore.  KY  40390 
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Faith  at  work 


FEBRUARY  23,  1996 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 
Connections 


^From  news  and  staff  reports y 

ENDORSED:  The  General 
Conference  delegation  of  the 
United  Methodist  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference 
has  endorsed  its  first  candidate 
for  election  as  a  bishop.  He  is 
the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fas- 
sett,  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  Dr.  Fassett  is  a  member 
of  the  Seneca  tribe  and  of  the 
church’s  Western  New  York 
Annual  Conference. 

BREAK  TRADITION:  The 

Episcopal  Address  to  the  1996 
United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  April  16  in  Denver  will 
both  continue  and  break  a  tradi¬ 
tion  of  American  Methodism  dat¬ 
ing  to  1812.  Bishop  Judith 
Craig  of  the  West  Ohio  Area 
will  be  the  first  woman  to  deliv¬ 
er  the  address.  Hers  also  will 
be  the  first  illustrated  with  big- 
screen  video  and  broadcast  on 
national  television. 

RELIEF  GOODS  DEPOT:  The 

United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  will  dedicate  the  church’s 
distribution  center  for  disaster 
materials  and  supplies  from 
United  Methodists  around  the 
world  March  1  at  the  Sager 
Brown  Center  in  Baldwin,  La. 

BISHOPS'  WIVES  DIE:  Mary 
Jane  Talley  Tullis,  78,  wife  of 
retired  Bishop  Edward  Lewis 
Tullis,  died  Jan.  27  after  a  long 
illness.  Funeral  services  were 
held  Jan.  29  at  Long’s  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.  Annie  Belle 
Taylor,  wife  of  retired  Bishop 
Prince  Albert  Taylor,  died  Feb.  3 
in  Somers  Point,  N.J.,  following 
a  lengthy  illness. 

FUNDING  REQUESTED: 

The  20-member  task  force  on  the 
churchwide  plan  for  United 
Methodist  Native  American  min¬ 
istries  prepared  a  petition  asking 
the  denomination’s  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  Denver  April  16-26  to 
continue  the  Native  American 
Comprehensive  Plan  through 
the  1997-2000  quadrennium, 
and  fund  it  for  $1.2  million  for 
that  period. 


Witty  book  has ' attitude ' 
toward  life  beyond  age  50 


100  Things  I’m  Not  Going  To 
Do  Now  That  I’m  Over  50  by 
Wendy  Reid  Crisp.  1995,  The 
Berkley  Publishing  Group 
(New  York).  About  204  very 
small  pages. 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

She’s  “over  50”  with  an  atti¬ 
tude.  And  what  an  attitude! 

Written  by  Wendy  Reid  Crisp, 
who  clearly  intends  to  take  life  by 
the  tail  and  give  it  a  whirl  regard¬ 
less  of  age,  100  Things  I’m  Not 
Going  To  Do  Now  That  I’m  Over 
50  is  a  little  book  that  will  make 
you  laugh  out  loud. 

Ms.  Crisp,  a  United  Methodist 
laywoman,  is  the  national  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  National  Association  for 
Female  Executives  and  the  former 
editor-in-chief  of  Savvy  and  Small 
Press  magazines. 

Her  wise  and  witty  book 
reflects  the  dash  and  verve  of  one 
who  has  moved  in  some  high 
powered  circles. 

But  it  also  reflects  a  genuine 
caring  for  others,  wisdom  bom  of 
hard-learned  life  lessons  and  an 


Review 


unerring  instinct  for  what’s  really 
important — family  and  friends 
and  helping  others. 

In  other  words,  she  may  have 
lived  in  “Noo  Yawk”  but  she’s 
down  home,  honey. 

Here  are  a  few  excerpts.  If  you 
are  over  50,  you’ll  understand.  If 
you’re  under  50,  take  notes. 

I’m  not  going  to  . . . 

S  Have  a  joint  checking 
account. 

“No  woman  over  50  should 
have  to  explain  why  she  paid  $36 
for  a  shower  curtain — nor  should 
she  be  asking  anyone  else  such 
questions.” 

^  Talk  like  the  kids. 

“The  last  time  my  old  room¬ 
mate  telephoned,  she  said,  ‘Hey, 
dude,’  and  we  both  suddenly 
knew  she  had  entered  forbidden 
territory.’” 

S  Wear  a  corsage. 

S  Introduce  body  parts  as  top¬ 
ics  of  conversation. 

v  Show  cleavage. 


S  Broker  communications 
between  friends  or  family  mem¬ 
bers. 

S  Have  only  one  set  of  keys 
and  one  pair  of  glasses. 

“On  the  other  hand,  let’s  be 
realistic.” 

S  Write  down  anything  I  don ’t 
want  read  in  court. 

S  Allow  worry  or  despair  to 
mist  over  gratitude.” 

“My  aunt  drew  the  draperies 
every  morning  and  said  thank  you 
for  the  blessing  of  the  day  ahead. 
Her  reward  was  33,745  mornings 
of  health,  laughter  and  light-years 
of  starshine  in  the  town’s  memo¬ 
ries.” 

The  bad  news:  Over  50  is  so 
short  that  you  can  read  it  in  30 
minutes. 

The  good  news:  You  can  read 
it  again  in  30  minutes  when  you 
want  a  good  chuckle. 

So  what  does  all  this  have  to  do 
with  religion?  More  than  might  be 
apparent  (see  related  articles 
below). 

Over  50  does  remind  us  that 
youth  and  beauty  are  not  among  the 
greatest  of  all  God’s  gifts.  Wit  is. 


COVER  ART  BY  LIZ  CONRAD 


Wendy  Reid  Crisp's  small  book  tells  how  to  live  life  after  50. 
Reviewer  Diane  Huie  Balay  says,  "It  will  make  you  laugh  out 
loud"  (see  review  at  left). 


'Build  up  your  spiritual  muscles/  says  laywoman 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Wendy  Reid  Crisp  has  spent  a 
lifetime  developing  “spiritual 
muscles”  that  are  only  briefly 
alluded  to  in  the 
recently  released 
book  she  calls  her 
“manifesto” — 

100  Things  I’m 
Not  Going  to  Do 
Now  That  I’m 
Over  50. 

In  a  visit  to 
Reporter  offices, 

Ms.  Crisp  talked 
about  the  forces 
of  life  and  faith  that  shaped  the 
mature  woman  behind  the  book. 

Raised  on  a  farm  in  Femdale,  a 
Northern  California  town  of  less 
than  2,000,  the  United  Methodist 
laywoman  says  her  earliest  impres¬ 
sions  about  faith  were  literal. 


Wendy  Crisp 


Her  father  died  on  Okinawa 
during  World  War  II  before  she 
was  bom. 

At  age  3,  as  her  father’s  only 
child,  she  received  his  Silver  Star, 
one  of  the  military’s  highest  hon¬ 
ors  for  bravery. 

In  her  Methodist  Sunday 
school  when  she  was  very  little, 
she  learned  to  say,  “Our  father, 
who  art  in  heaven. . . 

“I  had  a  father  in  heaven.  This 
was  no  metaphor  for  me.” 

Nor  was  the  23rd  Psalm  a 
metaphor. 

As  a  farm  child,  “green  pas¬ 
tures  and  still  waters  were  right 
there,”  she  said. 

For  many  years,  Ms.  Crisp 
said,  she  had  an  impression  that 
three  kindly-faced  women  were 
always  with  her  in  a  spiritual 
sense.  Finally  she  realized  they 
were  “Shirley,  Goodness  and 


The  price  is  right  for  this  national  speaker 


Wendy  Reid  Crisp,  author  of 
100  Things  I’m  Not  Going  to  Do 
Now  That  I’m  Over  50,  is  glad  to 
speak  on  “Spiritual  Fitness  for  the 
Mid-Life  Woman”  to  United 
Methodist  Women’s  groups  and 
other  church  groups. 

And  the  price  is  right.  She  will 
do  so  at  no  charge  if  the  engage¬ 
ment  is  near  a  city  included  in  her 
upcoming  book  tour. 

Ms.  Crisp  travels  widely 
speaking  to  business  organiza¬ 


tions,  women’s  conferences  and 
corporate  seminars  on  issues 
affecting  the  lives  and  work  of 
contemporary  women.  For 
instance,  before  her  interview 
with  the  Reporter  she  had  spoken 
to  a  group  of  executives  at  J.C. 
Penney  headquarters  in  suburban 
Dallas. 

As  an  expert  on  women’s  con¬ 
cerns,  Ms.  Crisp  has  been  inter¬ 
viewed  by  such  publications  as 
The  Wall  Street  Journal,  The  New 


York  Times,  Forbes  and  Business 
Week  and  has  appeared  on 
Oprah!,  Good  Morning  America, 
Today,  CNBC’s  Money  Wheel  and 
Sonya  Live. 

Cities  on  her  book  tour  are 
Minneapolis,  Boston,  Westport 
(Conn.),  Dallas,  Santa  Monica 
(Calif.),  New  York  City,  Orlando 
and  Tampa. 

Interested  groups  should  con¬ 
tact  publicist  Laine  Medina  at 
916-432-3710. 


One  Hour 
Can  Be  More 
Than  Just  60 
Minutes! 


It  can  be  a  lifetime  to  someone  in  great  need. 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  a  churchwide  Special  Sunday  with  offering,  touches 
lives  at  home  and  around  the  world,  every  day,  through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  In  disaster  relief,  in  refugee  assistance,  wherever  hunger 
and  poverty  exist,  the  gifts  from  this  annual  offering  enable  UMCOR  to  serve 
all  year.  Your  church  will  help  make  a  difference.  Celebrate  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  on  March  17.  We  only  ask  for  this  one  hour.  But  what  happens  in  your 

church  can  last  a  lifetime. 

Call  now  for  free  resource  materials  and 
offering  envelopes.  That  will  only  take  a  minute. 


United  Methodist  Communications  /  Order  Department 

P.0.  Box  320  /  Nashville  TN  37202-0320 

Fax:  (615)  742-5460  /  Internet:  http://www.umcom.org 

Phone:  (615)  742-5110 


ONE 
GREAT 
HOUR  OF 
SHARING 


Mercy  following  me  all  the  days 
of  my  life.” 

Scripture  continued  to  be  impor¬ 
tant  after  she  moved  from  Los 
Angeles  to  New  York  as  the  editor- 
in-chief  of  Savvy,  a  now  defunct 
magazine  for  executive  women. 

Ms.  Crisp  is  now  national 
director  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  for  Female  Executives,  a 
New  York-based  professional 
association  of  250,000  women. 

Her  concern  for  others  is 


apparent. 

For  example,  one  thing  she 
says  in  her  book  she  is  “not  going 
to  do  now  that  I’m  over  50”  is 
“find  reasons  not  to  visit  hospi¬ 
tals,  rest  homes  and  cemeteries.” 

Some  people  find  excuses  not 
to  go,  she  said,  or  make  a  life  point 
of  avoiding  suffering. 

“Well,  get  over  it,”  she  said. 
“Those  things  are  very  difficult. 
But  they  are  the  kinds  of  things 
that  strengthen  us.  Build  up  your 


spiritual  muscles  or  you’re  not 
going  to  be  of  any  use  to  yourself 
of  anyone  else.” 

Ms.  Crisp  put  her  spiritual  mus¬ 
cles  to  work  for  women  prisoners. 
Her  volunteer  work  has  centered 
on  presenting  programs  and  devel¬ 
oping  libraries  in  women’s  prisons 
in  New  York  State. 

She  has  continued  her  commu¬ 
nity  work  in  her  hometown  of  Fer- 
ndale,  Calif.,  where  she  now  lives 
on  the  family  farm  she  inherited. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1 .55  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  20  word  minimum.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus 
add  cost  equivalent  for  8  words  to  insert  our  con¬ 
tact  information.  Products  and  services  go 
through  an  approval  process.  We  schedule  two 
weeks  in  advance  of  an  issue  date. 


YOUTH  MINISTER/RECREATION  Director 
needed.  1300-Member  church.  Fantastic 
youth  program.  Experience  preferred.  Posi¬ 
tion  available  February  1.  Negotiable 
salary/job  description.  Send  resume:  Dr. 
Tommy  Dunbar,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  349, 
Marshall,  TX  75670.  (903)  938-6622. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  is 
being  sought  by  Trinity  UMC  in  Beaumont,  Texas. 
This  is  a  full-time  position  for  a  well-qualified  per¬ 
son.  Trinity  is  a  large  church  with  a  full-time  Youth 
Director.  Experience  is  required.  Salary/benefits 
depend  on  education  and  experience.  Send 
resumes  to:  Dr.  T.  Mac  Hood,  Senior  Pastor,  Trin- 
ity  UMC,  P.O.  Box  5247,  Beaumont,  TX  77726. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  need¬ 
ed  for  program  to  children  and  youth.  Must  have 
proven  track  record  and  strong  spiritually-driven 
philosophy.  Send  resume  to:  Staff/Parish  Com¬ 
mittee,  P.O.  Box  1809,  Plant  City,  Florida  33564 
or  Fax  to  (813)  752-0162. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian 
Education:  First  United  Methodist  Church 
Dallas  seeking  qualified  person  to  work  with 
multiple  staff  in  the  area  of  administration, 
coordination,  and  evaluation  of  program  min¬ 
istries.  Send  resume  to:  Karen  Spencer, 
FUMC,  1928  Ross  Ave„  Dallas,  TX  75201 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR: 
large  suburban  UMC  in  north  Houston 
seeking  full-time  person.  Very  strong  Sun¬ 
day  School,  average  of  700  with  18  adult 
classes.  Works  with  children,  adults,  and 
senior  adults.  Experience  necessary.  Cer¬ 
tified  or  Diaconate  preferred.  Send 
resume  to:  SPRC,  c/o  Rev.  James 
McPhail,  Klein  UMC,  5920  F.M.  2920, 
Spring,  TX  77388.  (713)  353-8202,  Fax 
(713)  353-5073. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
Full-time.  Resumes  or  information,  contact: 
Curtis  Grissett,  (903)  432-3657,  Rt.  6,  Box 
424,  Kemp,  TX  75143. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRY  for  a 
growing,  evangelical,  21st  Century  congregation 
of  over  6500.  We're  looking  for  a  person  who  has 
the  following  qualities:  love  for  children;  gradu¬ 
ate  theological  degree;  proven  experience  in  a 
large  congregation;  commitment  to  team  min¬ 
istry;  high  energy,  “people-person,"  excellent 
communication  and  training  skills;  proven  admin¬ 
istrative  ability.  Resumes  to:  Rev.  Rick  Kirchoff, 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  4488  Poplar, 
Memphis,  TN  38117  or  fax  (901)  683-6927. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/COLLEGE  Ministries  for 
growing  2000-member  church  in  Northeast 
Texas.  Immediate  full-time  opening  to  provide 
overall  leadership  for  youth/college  ministries. 
Apply  to:  Search  Committee,  Greggton  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  150086,  Longview,  TX  75615.  Fax  (903) 
759-3529. 


OLD  "DISCIPLINES"  ASSORTED  YEARS  from 
1874  to  1964.  Several  from  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  Longstreet  Church,  5268  Air¬ 
ways,  Memphis,  TN  38116. 


WANTED  EXPERIENCED  LAY  OR  CLERGY 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries  for  dynamic  growing 
2000-member  suburban  congregation.  Salary 
based  upon  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Bob 
Grimes,  Bethany  UMC,  10010  Anderson  Mill 
Road,  Austin,  TX  78750.  (512)  258-6017. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  position 
for  well-established  program  in  a  2100-member 
church  will  be  available  July  1.  Experience, 
vision,  and  willingness  to  work  with  families  are 
necessary  forthis  full-time  position.  Send  resume 
to:  Search  Committee,  3401  Trenholm  Road, 
Columbia,  SC  29204. 


DIRECTOR  OF  WORSHIP  ARTS.  Growing, 
evangelical  United  Methodist  congregation  in 
the  burgeoning  western  suburbs  of  Chicago 
is  seeking  a  full-time  staff  member  with  train¬ 
ing,  competency,  and  proven  leadership  skills 
in  music  and  allied  worship  arts.  Must  be  able 
to  appreciate  and  resource  a  wide  spectrum 
of  musical  styles  and  worship  forms  from  tra¬ 
ditional  to  Third  Wave.  Ability  to  work  with  vol¬ 
unteers  essential.  Direct  inquiries  to:  Rev. 
Scott  N.  Field,  Wheatland  Salem  Church,  11 
South  012  Highway  59,  Naperville,  IL  60564. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  DYNAMIC  com. 

Orlando  area,  seeking  Christian  leader  to 
encourage  youth  to  develop/lead  a  Christian  life. 
Must  be  team  player,  strong  program  skills,  orga¬ 
nizational  skills,  ability  to  work  with  staff  and  a 
commitment  to  youth  leadership.  Rewards 
include:  salary  plus  benefits  and  the  opportunity 
to  do  God’s  work  with  youth.  Resumes:  Sanlan- 
do  UMC,  Search  Committee,  1939  Booth  Circle, 
Longwood,  FL  32750.  Fax:  (407)  339-8807. 


3/4  TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  NEED  immedi¬ 
ately.  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  633  Hob- 
son,  Denton,  TX  76205.  (817)  566-2291. 


MUSIC/YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  First 
UMC  in  Marianna,  Florida.  A  fast  growing  850- 
member  county  seat  town  church  in  northwest 
Florida  with  instrumental,  vocal,  and  bell  choirs. 
Candidate  will  provide  leadership  and  vision  for 
the  total  music  and  youth  programs.  Compensa¬ 
tion  negotiable  depending  on  experience.  Send 
inquiries  and  resumes  by  April  10  to:  First  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  1503,  Marianna,  FL  32447,  or  call:  Rev. 
Judd  Stinson  at  (904)  482-4502. 


HOLSTON  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  seeks 
Associate  Director  for  the  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries,  with  focus  on  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Advocacy  Ministries.  This  is  a  full¬ 
time  position  on  an  eight  member  profession¬ 
al  staff,  primary  responsibilities  include  lead¬ 
ership  in  the  areas  of  Christian  education, 
adult  and  family  ministries,  curriculum  inter¬ 
pretation,  advocacy  and  justice  ministries,  and 
resource  selection  and  use.  Desired  skills  and 
experience  include  certification  in  Christian 
education,  knowledge  of  United  Methodist 
curriculum,  experience  in  and  commitment  to 
advocacy  and  justice  ministries,  organization¬ 
al  and  administrative  skills,  and  desire  and 
ability  to  be  part  of  a  ministry  team.  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with  education,  expe¬ 
rience,  and  professional  credentials.  For 
application  and  additional  information,  con¬ 
tact:  PL.  Rowlett,  Council  Director,  P.O.  Box 
1178,  Johnson  City,  TN  37605,  telephone 
(423)  928-2156.  Please  submit  application  by 
March  8.  The  Holston  Conference  is  an  equal 
opportunity  employer. 


PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED. 
Experience  in  UMY  work  preferred.  Send  resume 
with  references  to:  St.  Andrew’s  UMC,  17510 
Monitor,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70817. 


ORGANIST  PROVIDE  MUSIC  FOR  worship  ser¬ 
vices.  Sightread  anthem  accompaniments  on 
piano,  accompany  choirs  in  rehearsals/services. 
Instruments  include  76  rank  3  manual  Skinner 
pipe  organ,  2  grand  pianos,  harpsichord.  Avail¬ 
able  May  13, 1996.  Resume  to:  FUMC,  P.O.  Box 
3247,  Beaumont,  TX  77704. 


DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?  Methodist 
Mission  Home,  San  Antonio.  Now  accepting 
applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents 
call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 


INTERIM  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  Fam¬ 
ily  Ministries:  Large  metropolitan  congrega¬ 
tion  needs  full-time  manager  of  ongoing 
classes,  volunteers,  VIM  projects,  leadership 
development.  Seeking  experienced  person 
June  1 ,  1 996  -  June  1 ,  1 997.  Resume:  First 
UMC,  7020  Cass,  Omaha,  NE  68132. 


ISRAEL-HOLY  LAND:  ORGANIZE  YOUR  group 
and  travel  free.  Walk  in  “His  Footsteps"  and  expe¬ 
rience  Jerusalem,  Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  Galilee. 
1-800-746-5952. 


FREE  CATALOG  OF  CHRISTIAN  COME¬ 
DY  plays  with  strong  message  of  salva¬ 
tion.  S  B.  MacMillan,  44101  27th  St.,  W. 
Lancaster,  CA  93536. 


COLLEGE  SCHOLARSHIP  MONEY  available 
through  Christian  communications  company  with 
150,000  award,  grant  and  scholarship  leads  in 
database.  Fall  ‘96  funds  are  going  fast.  Call: 
Rainbow  at  1  -800-932-PRAY  xl  02. 


NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental 
accompaniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on 
6-tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ. 
Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your 
hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus 
shipping.  1-800-728-0573. 


DEAR  PEOPLE  OF  FAITH,  I  WANT  TO  ASK 
you  to  make  a  regular  commitment  to  pray  for 
our  sister  in  Christ,  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton, 
the  only  Methodist  to  live  in  the  Whitehouse 
in  this  century.  She  is  being  dehumanized  by 
people  who  appear  to  have  no  love  for  the 
truth.  Ms.  Clinton  is  a  devoted  United 
Methodist  Christian  who  was  raised  and  nun 
tured  in  the  faith  and  has  done  the  same  for 
her  daughter.  The  First  Lady  writes  in  her 
book  “It  Takes  a  Village,’’  “My  father  was  a 
devout  Methodist  who  prayed  kneeling  by  the 
side  of  his  bed  every  night.”  Her  book  bears 
witness  to  a  living  faith,  and  a  Methodist  one 
at  that,  shared  with  many  who  would  not  oth¬ 
erwise  hear.  We  must  not  stand  by  and  watch 
her  be  dehumanized,  while  the  discernment 
of  our  heart  tells  us  she  is  trying  to  do  good 
We  need  to  pray  for  her,  as  much  for  our 
soul’s  sake,  as  her’s.  Email  her  at 
(First.Lady@Whitehouse.gov)  and  tell  her 
she  is  in  your  prayers.  Write  a  letter  to  the 
editor  of  this  paper  and  express  your  support. 
In  addition,  if  you  are  willing  to  write  a  review 
of  her  book  for  your  local  newspaper  I  will 
send  a  free  copy  to  40  persons  who  make  a 
request  if  you  send  the  name  of  the  newspa¬ 
per  you  are  reviewing  for.  My  address  is 
aweaver@Hawaii.edu.  Be  of  good  courage 
Rev.  Weaver. 
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Campbell  appointed  to 
serve  Special  and 
Serving  Ministries 


Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell  joined  the  staff 
of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  on  February  1,  1996. 

Dr.  Campbell  comes  to  this  position 
with  a  wealth  of  experience.  He 
received  his  Masters  of  Divinity  from 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in 
1975  and  was  ordained  as  an  elder  in 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in 
1976.  In  1994,  he  received  his 
Doctor  of  Ministry  Degree  from 
Austin  Presbyterian  Theological 
Seminary,  while  serving  Hartzell  Mt. 
Zion  UMC  in  Slidell. 

In  addition  to  serving  in  six  other 
appointments  throughout  the  state. 
Dr.  Campbell  has  actively  served  the 
district,  conference  and  general  con¬ 
ference  levels.  He  is  serving  as  a  del¬ 
egate  to  Jurisdictional  Conference 
this  summer. 

“I’m  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to 
serve,”  said  Dr.  Campbell  of  his  min¬ 
istry.  He  has  had  many  accomplish¬ 
ments  in  the  church  and  community. 

A  native  of  New  Orleans,  Dr. 
Campbell  is  the  oldest  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  late  Alonzo  James 
Campbell,  Sr.  and  Gloria  Campbell 
Dumas.  He  is  married  to  Jacqueline 
Stewart  Campbell  of  Anniston, 
Alabama.  The  Campbells  have  one 
son,  Kevin,  who  is  twelve. 

For  the  past  month,  Dr.  Campbell 
has  been  busy  meeting  and  working 
with  the  Serving  and  Special 
Ministries  Committees  to  develop 
goals  for  1996.  They  are  listed 
below. 

Serving  Ministry 

The  goal  of  Serving  Ministries  is 


Dr.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 


to  render  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
congregations  in  the  arenas  of  out¬ 
reach  and  social  witness. 
Furthermore,  the  director’s  responsi¬ 
bility  is  to  offer  training  and  consul¬ 
tation  with  local  churches,  district, 
and  conference  agencies  pertaining 
to  Serving  Ministries. 

The  1996  goals  of  our  conference’s 
Serving  Ministry  Committee  in 
process  are: 

1 .  To  adopt  and  develop  a  model 
Serving  Ministry  Teaching  Church. 
Hope  UMC,  in  Monroe,  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  Larry  Martin,  has 
been  selected  for  1996.  This  model 
will  be  shared  with  our  conference. 

2.  Begin  creation  and  training  of 
our  District  Serving  Ministry  Teams. 

3.  To  function  as  Conference 
Shalom  Zone  Coordinator. 


Continued  page  2  -  Campbell 


Let’s 
Do  It! 

Saturday,  February  24,  88  lay  and  clergy 
leaders  from  across  Louisiana  met  in 
Alexandria  to  launch  the  2.3  million  dollar  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 

campaign  to  finish  phase  one  of  the 
Conference  Center.  There  was  tremendous  excitement. 

I  am  now  in  the  process  of  meeting  with  the  district  campaign  committees 
and  all  the  clergy  and  specific  lay  leadership  from  every  local  church  in  each 
district.  Last  night  (February  26)  I  was  in  the  North  Shore  District  with  over 
150  clergy  and  laity.  The  affirmation  and  enthusiasm  was  unbelievable.  The 
evening  ended  with  a  sending  forth  by  the  District  Superintendent,  Carl 
Rhoads.  But  after  his  benediction,  the  true  marching  orders  came  from  a  lay¬ 
man  in  the  back  of  the  sanctuary,  “Let’s  do  it!” 

We  can  do  this  together:  Lay  and  Clergy,  Cabinet  and  Conference  Center 
Board.  Paul  White  and  I  have  been  asked  to  co-chair  this  campaign  and  we 
pledge  to  you  our  time,  energy,  and  commitment. 

Please  see  page  11  for  more  information  on  the  Conference  Center  Campaign. 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
has  Louisiana  Connection 


Sunday,  March  17,  1996 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  is  cele¬ 
brated  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  Lent. 
The  offering  supports  ongoing  working 
of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR),  Program  Department 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
UMCOR  provides  disaster  relief, 
refugee  ministries,  and  addresses  caus¬ 
es  of  world  hunger  and  poverty. 

Included  in  the  work  of  UMCOR  is 
Louisiana’s  own  Sager-Brown  Center. 
UMCOR  funds  reopened  the  doors  of 
that  facility  in  1992  following 


Hurricane  Andrew.  p'npaY1 
The  work  at  Sager-  |_JQT  roAp 
Brown  continues  as  x  t 

the  center  actively  'JLr 

addresses  human  needs  through  a  holis¬ 
tic  approach  to  ministry.  Practical 
skills  are  learned  and  the  community  is 
better  prepared  to  respond  to  future  dis¬ 
asters. 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  funds 
enable  UMCOR  to  provide  the  catalyst 
for  this  ongoing  and  expanding  work, 
including  the  new  UMCOR  disaster 
reponse  depot  located  at  the  center. 
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CAMPUS  MINISTRY  CORNER 

Flood  emphasizes  UM  ties  to 
Tulane/Loyola  Campus  Ministry 


Connectionalism  has  become  more 
than  just  a  word  for  the  Tulane/Loyola 
Campus  Ministry.  Day-to-day  focusing 
on  our  task  as  a  campus  ministry,  it  is 
easy  to  lose  sight  of  our  ties  in  the 
church. 

When  the  floods  devastated  New 
Orleans  last  May,  the  United  Campus 
Ministry  building  received  over  six 
inches  of  water.  The  damage  was  exten¬ 
sive.  It  would  have  been  worse  except 
for  the  quick  action  of  several  students. 


Munholland  Youth  help  Tulane/Loyloa  Campus  Ministry  by 
removing  carpet 
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They  were  able  to  save  furniture,  equip¬ 
ment  and  papers. However,  the  water 
ruined  all  the  flooring,  an  air  condition¬ 
ing  unit,  some  furniture  and  sheet  rock. 

The  Campus  Ministry  building  had 
no  flood  insurance  and  did  not  qualify 
for  Federal  assistance.  In  the  midst  of 
this  disaster,  our  Methodist  connection 
came  to  the  rescue. 

In  June  the  Conference  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Campus 
Ministry  approved  a  grant  with  funds 
from  the  United 
Methodist 
Foundation  of 
Louisiana. 
Through  this  action 
the  Foundation  and 
the  Board  touched 
the  life  of  the  cam¬ 
pus  ministry. 

Over  the  next 
several  months  the 
Tulane/Loyola 
Ministry  experi¬ 
enced  more  bless¬ 
ings.  The  churches 
in  the  Conference 
took  a  special 
offering  that  pro¬ 
vided  materials  for 
repairs.  Through 

UMCOR  and  other 
disaster  relief  efforts  the  General 
Church  got  involved.  Support  from 
the  Council  of  Bishops  and  especially 
Bishop  Oden  raised  the  awareness  of 
the  church  to  the  hidden  disaster  in 
the  New  Orleans  area. 

The  strongest  bonds  were  forged 
by  the  volunteers.  The  people  who 
came  to  help  brought  the  ties  to  the 
church  alive.  Youth  from  Munholland 
UMC,  Metairie,  spent  two  days 
removing  flooring  and  cleaning.  They 
worked  side-by-side  with  the  college 
students.  Groups  from  Shawnee, 
Oklahoma  and  Oklahoma  City 
removed  and  replaced  sheetrock. 
Members  of  the  Campus  Ministry 
removed  and  replaced  woodwork,  and 
laid  tile. 

Through  the  combined  efforts 
from  many  United  Methodists  in  the 
city,  state  and  country,  the  damage 
caused  by  the  floor  was  repaired. 

Gratitude  is  often  left  unexpressed. 
The  United  Campus  Ministry  of 
Tulane  and  Loyola  would  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  say  “Thank  you.” 


NEW  FEDERAL  LAW 
AFFECTS  CHARITABLE  GIFTS 


In  December  of  1995, 
Congress  passed,  and  President 
Clinton  signed  into  law,  the  Charitable 
Giving  Protection  Act  of  1995. 

This  act  clarifies  the  law  relat¬ 
ing  to  charitable  gift  annuities, 
according  to  Kenneth  Reed  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation,  makes 
such  gifts  even  more  attractive  to 
donors.  Reed  said  that  several 
Louisiana  law  makers  were  helpful  in 
obtaining  passage  of  this  bill,  particu¬ 
larly  Senator  John  Breaux  who  agreed 
to  serve  as  a  co-sponsor  of  the  bill  in 
the  Senate. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 

“Building  for  the  Future" 


Campbell 


Continued  from  page  1 

Special  Ministries 

Louisiana  is  noted  for  possessing 
the  second  largest  ethnic  constituency 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
function  of  the  Office  of  Special 
Ministries  is  to  strengthen  the  Ethnic 
Church  by: 

1.  Rendering  grant  assistance  to 
churches  for  programmatic  thrust, 
building  repairs  and  expansion,  as 
well  as  outreach  ministries; 

2.  Leading  and  coordinating 
workshops  on  stewardship  evangelism 
and  leadership  for  local  congregations; 
and 

3.  Facilitating  the  commence¬ 
ment  and  implementation  of  the 
National  Hispanic  and  Native 
American  Plans. 

If  you  would  like  additional  infor¬ 
mation  on  serving  and  special  min¬ 
istries,  Dr.  Campbell  can  be  reached  in 
the  Conference  Office  at  (504)346- 
1646. 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana  issues  gift  annuities  to 
donors  who  wish  to  receive  the  tax 
benefits  and  the  lifetime  income  pay¬ 
ments  these  gift  arrangements  pro¬ 
vide.  For  more  information  on  how 
you  can  establish  a  gift  annuity  to  ulti¬ 
mately  benefit  your  local  church  or  a 
church-related  institution  of  your 
choice,  you  are  encouraged  to  contact 
Kenneth  Reed  or  Ray  Caraway  at  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  by  call¬ 
ing  (504)  346-1535  or  (800)  256- 
9317. 


Endowment 

Sunday 

March  10, 1996 


A  REMINDER  from  the 
Office  of  Adminstrative 
Services 

Clergy  who  move  should  file  the 
IRS  Change  of  Address  Form  with¬ 
in  60  days  of  changing  addresses. 


Fellers  Lectureship 
Series  Set 

The  John  E.  and  Bobbie  Smith 
Fellers  Lectureship  Series  at  FUMC, 
Shreveport  will  be  held  on  March  24 
and  25,  1996.  This  year’s  series  will 
be  led  by  Dr.  William  H.  Hinson.  Dr. 
Hinson  is  the  senior  Pastor  of  FUMC, 
Houston,  Texas  and  is  the  author  of 
several  books. 

Dr.  Hinson  will  be  preaching  at  7 
pm  on  March  24  and  25th  and  at  noon 
on  the  25th.  A  lunch  is  available  after 
the  Monday  noon  session,  reservations 
are  required. 

The  series  provides  a  wonderful 
opportunity  for  spiritual  growth  and 
renewal.  For  more  information  please 
call  the  church  office  -  (318)424- 
7771. 
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Center  supplies  ecumenical  relief  efforts 


REVIEW  STAFF  PHOTO  BY 
DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

NEW  WINDSOR,  Md. 
—The  71,000-square- 
foot  Brethren  Resource 
Center  stores  supplies 
ready  to  assist  in  disas¬ 
ter  relief  anywhere  in 
the  world. 
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REVIEW  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

NEW  WINDSOR,  Md.— Above  left,  a  Resource  Center  employee  folds  donated  blankets  to  a  standard  dimen¬ 
sion  preparing  them  to  be  wrapped  in  plastic,  inventoried  and  stored  for  future  disaster  relief  efforts.  Above 
right,  thousands  of  85-pound  bales  of  plastic  wrapped  blankets  quietly  wait  for  shipment  at  a  moment's  notice 
to  anywhere  in  the  world  where  they  will  provide  warm  relief  to  victims  of  disasters  (see  story  at  left). 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

NEW  WINDSOR,  Md— Blankets  to 
Bosnia,  tarps  to  Rwanda,  school  kits  to 
Cuba  and  medicines  to  India — all  are 
part  of  a  daily  quiet  witness  to  the 
Christian  faith. 

All  begin  their  long  journey  from  a 
single  distribution  point  on  the  rolling 
hills  of  Maryland,  45  miles  west  of 
Baltimore  in  the  village  of  New 
Windsor  (population  800). 

Since  the  massive  relief  efforts  to 
Europe  after  World  War  II  over  50 
years  ago,  this  26-acre  campus  with  7 
buildings  has  been  the  heart  of  mainline 
Protestant  relief  programs  worldwide. 

Warehouse  run  by  Brethren 

The  71,000  square-foot  supply  ware¬ 
house,  run  by  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  is  used  as  the  main  relief 
depot  by  not  only  Brethren  relief  but 
also  by  Lutheran  World  Relief,  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  and  the  ecumenical  relief 
efforts  of  Church  World  Service,  a  part 
of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  USA. 

When  disaster  strikes  anywhere  in 
the  world,  this  coordinated  center  can 
send  tons  of  relief  goods — blankets, 
tarps,  clothes,  medicine,  dehydration 
tablets — on  short  notice. 

According  to  the  resource  center’s 
public  information  officer,  Kathleen 
Campanella,  standardization  and  tracking 
make  this  kind  of  relief  work  possible. 

For  instance  the  center  manages  a 
block-long,  14-foot-high,  25-foot-wide 
aisle  of  blankets.  These  blankets  may 
have  been  home-made  by  neighborhood 
church  groups  or  manufactured.  They 
come  to  the  center  from  all  over  the 
United  States  in  a  variety  of  contain¬ 
ers — prominent  among  them  second¬ 
hand  cardboard  boxes. 

Blankets  for  refugees 

Center  staff  employees  and  volunteers 
unpack,  sort,  fold  to  standard  dimensions 
and  bundle  all  blankets  in  plastic-cov¬ 
ered  bales  each  weighing  around  85 
pounds,  each  computer  inventoried  and 
numbered.  Baled  blankets  are  then 
placed  on  pallets  and  stored. 

When  Church  World  Service  needed 
thousands  of  blankets  for  Bosnian 
refugee  centers  last  year,  the  New 
Windsor  staff  trucked  the  baled  blan¬ 
kets  from  the  center  to  the  Baltimore 
Washington  International  Airport  for 
airlift.  Relief  items  not  needed  so 
quickly  are  taken  to  the  Port  of 
Baltimore  for  shipping. 

“Tracking  to  the  very  end  to  make 


sure  relief  supplies  get  to  their  destina¬ 
tions  is  extremely  important  in  relief 
work,”  Ms.  Campanella  told  the  Review 
during  a  recent  tour  of  the  center.  “We 
ship  only  when  we  have  established  a 
recipient.” 

She  said  that  many  recipients  are 
churches  or  church-related  groups  such 
as  medical  clinics  with  denominational 
ties. 

The  resource  center  works  within 
networks  of  organizations  such  as 
Interchurch  Medical  Assistance,  said 
Ms.  Campanella.  For  example  last 
November  and  December  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 


Ministries  shipped  34  standardized 
boxes  of  medicine  in  7  shipments  to 
Tanzania,  Zaire,  Nicaragua,  Venezuela, 
Liberia,  Russia  and  Ghana. 

The  United  Methodist  mission 
agency  didn’t  do  it  alone  but  worked 
with  Interchurch  Medical  Assistance,  an 
ecumenical  organization  of  13  church 
and  church-related  medical  institutions 
which  also  supplies  medicines  for  vol¬ 
unteer  medical  mission  teams. 

Ms.  Campanella  said  two 
Interchurch  Medical  Assistance  phar¬ 
macists  work  with  The  Medicine  Box 
program  to  assure  the  quality  and  shelf- 
life  of  all  medicines  sent  to  mission 


clinics  or  relief  dispensaries  worldwide. 

Each  box  contains  17  essential  med¬ 
icines  and  medical  supplies: 

^ Enough  to  respond  to  the  illnesses 
of  1,000  people  for  three  months  and 
▼  Enough  to  care  for  the  basic  day- 
to-day  treatment  of  common  ailments. 

Sometimes  medicines  are  needed 
immediately.  For  example  last  year  dur¬ 
ing  an  outbreak  of  hepatitis  in  Haiti,  the 
resource  center  shipped  refrigerated 
serum  by  air  from  the  Baltimore 
Washington  International  Airport 
directly  to  mission  hospitals  in  Haiti,  an 
effort  credited  with  helping  save  hun¬ 
dreds  of  lives. 
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Modern  apostle  asks  for  prayers  for  Russian  churches 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

“He  delivered  us  from  so  deadly  a 
peril,  and  he  will  deliver  us  again.  You 
must  help  us  by  prayer,  so  that  many 
will  give  thanks  on  our  behalf  for  the 
blessings  granted  us  in  answer  to  many 
prayers." 

— From  Paul’s  Letters  to  the 
Corinthians,  read  to  express  gratitude  to 
the  church  from  United  Methodists  in 
Russia. 

United  Methodists  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union  are  requesting  your  con¬ 
tinued  prayers  in  light  of  “Russia’s  age- 
old  struggle  for  self-definition  and  self- 
determination.” 

Speaking  to  some  250  United 
Methodists  at  the  recent  Russian 
Initiative  in  Dallas — as  if  he  were  the 
Apostle  Paul  conveying  messages  from 
the  churches  in  Asia — Bishop  Ruediger 
R.  Minor  of  Moscow  expressed  appre¬ 
ciation  from  United  Methodists  in  the 
Eurasia  area. 

After  reviewing  some  of  the  Russian 
Initiative’s  programmatic  successes  (see 
listing  at  right.  Bishop  Minor  declared, 
“First  of  all,  however,  is  the  sharing  of 
the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  and  an 
openness  for  the  results  that  this  Good 
News  will  work  within  our  hearers  and 
partners.” 

He  emphasized  that  evangelism  has 
been  an  integral  part  of  all  Russian 
Initiative  activities  from  the  beginning, 
working  with  newly  formed  congrega¬ 
tions  and  interested  persons  in  their 
homes. 

Nevertheless,  he  continued,  it  must 
be  distinguished  from  other  forms  of 
outreach. 

“The  main  purpose  of  our  work  in 
Russia  remains  this  spiritual  contribution 
and  not  the  creation  of  a  Methodist  orga¬ 
nization,”  he  said. 


On  a  sad  note,  using  the  words  of  St. 
Paul,  Bishop  Minor  said  he  did  not 
want  United  Methodists  in  this  country 
to  be  “ignorant  of  the  affliction  in 
Eurasia.” 

The  financial  situation  of  the  church 
there  is  raising  concern,  he  said,  with 
the  total  annual  offering  of  a  church 
being  less  than  one  month’s  rent  of  a 
church  building. 

In  addition,  local  Communists  are 
rebuilding  party  structures  under  a 
“democratic  disguise.”  The  bishop 
expressed  concern  about  attempts  by 
the  Russian  government  to  curb  any 
non-Orthodox  [church]  activities, 
including  those  of  United  Methodists. 

“Although  United  Methodists  in  the 
former  Soviet  Union  are  looking  upon 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Church  as  a 
major  ecumenical  partner,  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  Orthodox  and  Methodists 
has  not  improved,”  said  Bishop  Minor. 

“There  is  an  unwillingness  to  contin¬ 
ue  the  dialog  with  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“Our  church  has  become  a  major  tar¬ 
get  for  accusations  of  proselytism,  and 
Orthodox  representatives  who  were 
developing  a  positive  attitude  to 
Methodism  have  been  threatened  and 
punished.” 

In  light  of  these  joys  and  pains,  how 
should  The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  West  respond  to  the  changes  in 
Russia? 

“You  can  help  us  by  prayer,”  he  said, 
quoting  St.  Paul 

“It  struck  me  by  reading  St.  Paul  that 
his  prayer  request  to  the  Corinthians  is 
not  to  cry  to  God  for  rescue.  .  .  He 
asked  for  prayers  of  thanksgiving,”  said 
Bishop  Minor. 

“While  mentioning  present  problems 
and  fear  for  the  future,  we  should  never 
forget  what  God  has  been  doing 
through  the  last  few  years  in  Russia.” 


STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor  of  Moscow  (left)  receives  a 
photo  from  Terry  Weide,  a  journalism  student  from  Kansas  City,  during 
the  recent  Russian  Initiative  Consultation  in  Dallas.  United  Methodists 
from  at  least  36  states  attended  the  three-day  event. 

Church's  continuing  success  in  Russia 

Most  recently,  Russian  United 
Methodists  have  celebrated  such 
activities  as: 

S Summer  Bible  schools,  attended 
by  140  young  people  on  the  banks  of 
the  Volga  River. 

S Ordination  of  the  first  class  of 
deacons — seven  men  and  five  women. 

'S  Official  registration  of  25  mem¬ 
ber  congregations  in  Russia  and  the 
Ukraine.  Nine  more  are  in  the  process 
of  registration  or  will  start  soon. 

''Opening  of  the  Russian 
Theological  Seminary  with  23  students 
(see  related  story  at  below). 

'S Regional  radio  ministries  and  a 
small  print  shop 


Directed  by  the  Rev.  R.  Bruce 
Weaver,  the  United  Methodist  Russian 
Initiative  coordinates  work  of  four 
types: 

*  At  least  21  American  congrega¬ 
tions  pay  all  or  part  of  Russian  pas¬ 
tors’  salaries; 

^ About  50  congregations,  districts 
or  annual  conferences  “partner”  mis¬ 
sion  work  with  Russian  congrega¬ 
tions; 

v  Since  1993,  40  volunteers-in- 
mission  teams  have  worked  in  Russia 
and 

^  Rural  chaplains,  campus  minis¬ 
ters  and  college  professors  provide 
special  services  there. 


Don't  go  to  Russia  expecting  to  serve  ' McChurch ' 


"We  have  a  former  Soviet  colonel,  four  teachers,  one 
editor,  one  artist  and  a  former  dean  of  a  college  [in  the 
Russian  seminary]." 

—Clarence  Snelling 


Review  Staff  Special 

If  you  have  a  burning  desire  to  help 
train  future  United  Methodist  pastors  in 
Russia,  don’t  plan  to  go  serve 
“McChurch.” 

“I  hope  that  we  will  not  see  the  emer¬ 
gence  of  serving  ‘McChurch,’  a  Russian 
Christianity  that  is  simply  a  duplicate  of 
the  American  model,”  says  the  Rev. 
Robin  Lovin,  dean  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas. 

A  quick  course  on  the  progress  of 
theological  education  in  Russia  was  one 
of  several  workshops  offered  during  the 
recent  Russian  Initiative  Consultation 
in  Dallas. 

Fifty  pastors,  laity  and  seminarians 
heard  the  Rev.  Clarence  Snelling,  pro¬ 
fessor  emeritus  from  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver,  explain  American 
“dos  and  don’ts”  for  future  Russian  fac¬ 


ulty. 

“Seminary  students  in  Russia  have 
very  good  university  training,  are  very 
bright  and  are  quick  to  catch  on,”  said 
Dr.  Snelling,  speaking  via  videotape. 

He  said  that  based  on  his  experience 
in  Russia  where  theological  training  is 
in  great  demand,  short-term  courses  are 
offered  in  English,  Korean  and  Russian. 
Pastors’  schools  are  also  offered  for  lay 
preachers. 

“We  have  a  former  Soviet  colonel, 
four  teachers,  one  editor,  one  artist  and 
a  former  dean  of  a  college,”  he  said. 


“But  they  need  seminary  training  that  is 
elementary.” 

Dr.  Snelling  had  workshop  partici¬ 
pants  roaring  with  laughter  when  he 
described  one  of  his  lectures  on  con¬ 
ducting  United  Methodists  rituals  such 
as  baptizing  a  baby  or  celebrating  the 
Eucharist. 

“Everything  went  swimmingly  well 
until  I  got  to  the  wedding  service,”  said 
the  professor. 

“I  said,  ‘Hold  up  the  ring,  bless  it, 
and  then  tell  the  groom  to  place  it  on  the 
bride’s  fourth  finger,  left  hand.’ 

“Everyone  looked  at  me  kind  of 


strangely  and  began  to  whisper.  I  realized 
later  that  I  was  doing  something  wrong. 

“In  Russia,  the  wedding  ring  goes  on 
th  e  first  finger,  right  hand\” 

“You’ve  got  to  know  what  the  cus¬ 
toms  are  before  you  can  begin  to  teach 
in  Russia.” 

Prior  to  the  video  presentation  of 
herself  and  Dr.  Snelling,  Dr.  Sally  Geis 
of  Iliff  School  of  Theology  said  a  U.S. 
advisory  committee  has  been  formed  to 
assist  Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor  in 
developing  the  Russian  seminary. 

As  coordinator  of  the  committee,  she 
is  helping  to  identify  qualified  United 
Methodist  scholars  willing  to  offer 
short-term  courses  in  Russia. 
Committee  members  come  from  five 
semanaries  and  the  church’s  General 
Boards  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  and  Global  Ministries. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Children's  tent  village  thriving 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  DEAN  SNYDER 


GOMA,  Zaire— Children,  who  were  rescued  from  death  just  a  few 
months  ago,  now  live  in  a  tent  city  built  by  United  Methodist  vol¬ 
unteers  in  mission  (see  accompanying  story). 


By  DEAN  SNYDER 

The  children,  obviously  puzzled 
by  all  the  ceremonial  activities 
going  on  around  them,  nonetheless 
looked  alert  and  radiant  in  their 
uniforms  as  they  presented  the  tall 
man  from  across  the  world  with  a 
bouquet  of  flowers. 

It  was  an  emotional  moment  for 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg, 
Pa.  Area),  in  Goma,  Zaire,  recently 
to  help  dedicate  the  first  Children’s 
Village  for  Rwandan  refugee 
orphans. 

“The  last  children  I  saw  in  Goma 
were  near  death,”  he  said.  “To 
return  17  months  later  and  see  the 
village  in  operation — 10  Quonset- 
like  tents  arranged  like  a  college 
campus — was  like  a  miracle.” 

The  Goma  Children’s  Village  is 
part  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  response  to  the  plight  of 
more  than  100,000  children  who 
were  lost,  abandoned  or  orphaned 
as  more  than  two  million  refugees 
from  violent  tribal  wars  in  Rwanda 
crossed  the  border  into  Zaire. 

About  a  third  of  the  100  children 
who  will,  be  raised  in  the  first 
Children’s  Village  are  already  there. 
The  rest  will  gradually  move  there 
during  the  next  three  or  four 
months,  according  to  Bishop  May. 

While  efforts  continue  to  locate 
the  children’s  parents,  some 
orphaned  or  lost  children  may 
spend  their  entire  childhood  in  the 
Children’s  Village. 

When  Bishop  May  visited  Zaire 
refugee  camps  including  camps  in 


Goma  in  1994  as  a  member  of  a 
United  Methodist  fact-finding  team, 
children  were  not  receiving  care. 

“They  were  languishing  in  the 
camps — near  death,”  he  said. 
“Many  did  die.” 

Since  that  visit,  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  coordinated  an  effort 
to  design  and  manufacture  tents 
suitable  as  living  quarters  in  Zaire’s 
high  heat  and  hired  Zaire  United 
Methodists — as  well  as  Rwandan 
refugees — to  build  foundations  and 
infrastructure  for  the  tent  village. 


Board  staff  were  also  enlisted  to 
secure  personnel  for  the  Children’s 
Village,  including  teachers,  nurses, 
child  care  workers  or  surrogate  par¬ 
ents,  and  cooks;  and  to  facilitate 
cooperation  between  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Zaire,  that 
nation’s  government  and  the  United 
Nations  High  Commissioner  for 
Refugees. 

At  least  300  volunteers-in-mis- 
sion  from  the  U.S.  as  well  as  local 
United  Methodists  participated  in 
every  aspect  of  the  village’s  devel¬ 
opment  over  the  past  17  months. 


Faitn 

_ watch 

TURNS  IN  CREDENTIALS:  Thomas  Wanner, 

under  suspension  as  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Coronado,  Calif.,  surrendered 
his  ministerial  credentials  Feb.  19  after  a  church 
court  denied  seven  pre-trial  motions  to  drop  an 
immorality  charge  against  him.  Mr.  Warmer  was 
charged  with  lying  to  an  investigating  committee  in 
1 994  after  charges  of  sexual  abuse  against  him  dat¬ 
ing  to  the  1960s  were  dropped.  Those  charges  were 
dropped  when  the  church’s  Judicial  Council  ruled 
that  the  statute  of  limitations  on  those  incidents  had 
run  out.  The  investigating  committee  then  recom¬ 
mended  bringing  charges  against  him  for  lying,  a 
moral  offense. 

NOTABLE  CONCERT:  The  Los  Angeles  Times 
said  that  the  recent  37th  annual  concert  of  Negro 
spirituals  at  Holman  United  Methodist  Church  came 
“at  a  momentous  but  worrisome  time.”  The  congre¬ 
gation  in  its  50th  year  is  celebrating  a  300-space 
parking  structure,  large  education  and  multipurpose 
buildings  and  leadership  by  the  Rev.  James  Lawson 
Jr.  But  the  newspaper  also  noted  that  the  church  is 
under  city  orders  to  retrofit  its  8,000-square-foot 
sanctuary  for  earthquake  safety  or  demolish  the 
building  by  September  1997. 

INVITED  GUEST:  President  Clinton  has  been 
invited  to  speak  to  the  top  legislative  body  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  during  the  week  of  April 
22  in  Denver.  President  Clinton  was  asked  to 
address  the  “moral  and  ethical  imperatives  now 
facing  people  of  faith  and  the  secular  society  in 
the  United  States  and  around  the  world.”  John 
Thomas,  of  the  planning  committee,  said  he  is  not 
aware  of  a  U.S.  president  ever  having  addressed  a 
General  Conference. 


Stretch  your  faith 
and  your  mind. 
Come  to  Candler. 


For  more  information 
call  collect  404  727-6326 
or  check  us  out  at 
http:llumiw.emory.edu/CANDLERj 
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Interred  in  minion? 

Searching  for  meaning  in  life? 
Concerned  about  neglected  children? 
Overwhelmed  by  folks  who  don't  care? 


If  you  said  yes  to  any  of  these  questions,  Response  is  the 
magazine  for  you!  Subscribe  today  and  get  48  full-color 
pages,  no  ads,  delivered  to  your  door  1 1  times  a  year  for  just 
$10.  To  order,  complete  and  mail  the  coupon  below,  or  call: 


1-800-305-9857 


Name 


Address 


City. 


State 


Zip 


Send  coupon  to:  Service  Center,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
7820  Reading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 
FAX:  513-761-3722. 
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Trust  is  key  to  faithfulness  in  churchwide  giving 


In  response  to  congregations  across 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
churchwide  finance  council  will  bring  to 
General  Conference  April  16-26  in 
Denver  a  zero-percent  budget  increase 
through  1998  and  a  two  percent  increase 
for  both  1999  and  2000. 

Apportionments  are  an  equitable 
division — sometimes  termed  “fair 
share”  contributions — of  the  costs  of 
ministry  and  missions  at  churchwide 
and  regional  levels. 

These  “fair  share”  amounts  are 
assigned  for  payment  to  each  of  the 
42,000  local  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  worldwide. 

How  much  each  congregation  is 
asked  to  pay  is  determined  by  its  respec¬ 
tive  regional  unit  known  as  an  annual 
conference.  Each  annual  conference 
decides  its  own  formula — typically  some 
equation  based  in  part  on  membership 
and  local-church  expenses — for  deter¬ 
mining  “fair  shares.” 

The  denomination’s  proposed  budget 
for  1997-2000  adds  up  to  $503  million. 

Challenging  the  current  must-pay 


church  apportionment  system,  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference,  persuaded  by  the  work  of 
the  Rev.  Andy  Langford,  a  pastor  in 
China  Grove,  N.C.,  and  Duke  Divinity 
School  professor  William  H.  Willimon, 
has  petitioned  General  Conference  to 
give  regional  conferences  and  congre¬ 
gations  the  right  to  revise  apportion¬ 
ments  for  denominational  agencies, 
commissions  and  funds. 

The  Western  North  Carolinians  also 
want  to  restrict  church  agencies  from 
spending  more  than  10  percent  of 
apportioned  funds  or  special  gifts  to 
solicit  apportioned  funds  unless  the 
church’s  top  finance  agency  approves 
such  action. 

Drs.  Langford  and  Willimon  write  in 
their  book  A  New  Connection:  Reforming 
The  United  Methodist  Church  that  they 
fear  that  too  many  retrenchment  deci¬ 
sions,  made  in  a  declining  denomination, 
are  coming  from  those  at  the  top  who  are 
protecting  turf  and  salvaging  the  status 
quo  rather  than  listening  to  the  will  of 
congregations  (page  60). 


I  learned  faith  at  406  Bird  Ave. 


After  5 1  years  in  the  same  house,  my 
mother  moved  this  month  to  an  apart¬ 
ment  complex  for  senior  citizens. 

That’s  a  traumatic  experience  for  her, 
for  me  and  for  the  rest  of  the  family. 

Mom  has  been  very  lonely  since  my 
father’s  death  three  years  ago.  Therefore, 
even  though  painful  at  the  moment,  the 
45-mile  move  enables  her  to  be  closer  to 
my  older  brother  and  younger  sister  who 
live  only  a  couple  of 
miles  from  her  new 
home. 

Having  transplanted 
myself  a  half-dozen 
times  in  three  different 
states,  I  empathize  with 
her  pains  and  her  loss 
of  the  familiar.  But  I 
feel  my  own  pains,  too, 
since  her  move  marks 
the  closing  of  a  sacred 
space  I  have  known  as 
“home”  for  those  same  five  decades. 

My  brother,  sister  and  I  grew  up  in 
that  small  central  Illinois  frame  white 
house  halfway  down  a  dead-end  subur¬ 
ban  street. 

Within  those  four  walls,  I  learned  the 
values  of  life.  Courses  in  basic 
Christianity  were  lived  out  in  the  lives 
of  my  parents.  Guests  included  not  only 
friends  and  relatives  but  also  traveling 
evangelists,  visiting  pastors  and  fur¬ 
loughed  missionaries,  who  played  some 


role  in  leading  me  to  my  own  vocation 
as  an  ordained  minister. 

For  two  decades,  406  Bird  Avenue 
was  my  address. 

Even  though  most  of  my  adult  life 
has  been  separated  from  that  dwelling, 
my  mind’s  image  of  home  has  been  that 
house,  that  street,  that  good  life  of  nur¬ 
ture  and  steadfast  love.  The  lives  and 
silent  witnesses  of  Mom  and  Dad  made 
it  sacred  space,  not 
only  for  me  but  also 
for  my  wife  and  our 
three  sons. 

Mom  vacates  our 
family’s  house  as  its 
last  steward  and  moves 
enough  furniture  for 
apartment  living.  • 
Within  months  it 
will  have  a  new  identi¬ 
ty  and  owner,  yet  with¬ 
in  my  life  both  remain¬ 
ing  and  spent,  the  image  of  that  place 
will  always  mean  home. 

It’s  that  house  I  picture  every  time  I 
hear  or  read  “in  my  Father’s  house.  .  .” 
(John  14:2). 

If  abiding  with  God  means  sharing  in 
the  warmth,  steadfast  love  and  constant 
care  that  my  childhood  house  shared 
with  me,  then  my  faith  is  blessed  by  the 
most  positive  image  of  home  I  can 
know  this  side  of  eternity. 

-DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 


Faithfully  yours 


Daniel  R. 
Gangler  is  an 
Associate  Editor 
of  the  Review. 


Editorial 

Western  North  Carolina  isn’t  alone  in 
favoring  a  freer  choice  of  apportion¬ 
ments.  New  Mexico  and  North  Texas 
regional  conferences  also  support 
churchwide  legislation  to  allow  congre¬ 
gations  to  accept,  revise  or  reject  appor¬ 
tionments — creating,  in  a  sense,  a  bud¬ 
get  line-item  veto. 

Drs.  Langford  and  Willimon  contend 
that  necessary  ministries  will  not  suffer 
under  such  designated  giving.  They  cite 
United  Way’s  successful  new  funding  plan 
which  allows  contributors  to  give  to  the 
unified  budget  or  give  to  a  specific  pro¬ 
gram  like  the  Boy  Scouts. 

One  who  doubts  the  touted  benefits  of 
budget  leveling  off  for  the  church’s 
immediate  future  is  Bishop  Edwin  C. 
Boulton  of  the  Ohio  East  Area,  president 
of  the  church’s  top  financial  agency. 

He  told  the  Review  last  fall  he  was 
skeptical  that  the  no-increase  approach 
will  boost  the  percentage  of  giving  to 


the  general  church.  He  said  the  church 
is  taking  a  “rear  guard”  position. 

The  key  to  faithfulness  in  giving, 
whether  it  be  with  a  local  church  or  a 
denominational  budget,  is  trust. 

A  zero-increase  budget  might  raise 
gifts  for  a  general  church  budget  from 
their  current  mid-80s  percentage  of  ask¬ 
ings  closer  to  100  percent.  However,  if 
loyal  members  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  don’t  trust  their  local  church  or 
their  church’s  agencies  beyond  the  local 
church,  no  scheme  or  theory  of  finance 
will  win  them  over. 

The  996  delegates  to  this  General 
Conference  need  to  remember  that  they 
not  only  take  their  elected  positions  of 
responsibility  as  members  of  the 
church’s  top  legislative  body.  They  also 
sit  in  the  pews  and  preach  from  the  pul¬ 
pits  of  their  local  congregations  which 
are  expected  to  support  the  church’s 
worldwide  mission  and  ministry. 

Whatever  the  delegates  approve  for 
the  church  to  accomplish,  they  are 
obligated  to  work  to  bring  those  goals 
to  fruition  when  they  return  home. 


Being  a  General  Conference 
delegate  takes  love/  work 


Thank  you — well,  most  days  I  think 
“thank  you” — for  asking  me  to  repre¬ 
sent  you  at  General  Conference  again. 

Having  trekked  to  General 
Conference  once  and  thus  knowing  the 
physical  and  mental  challenges  ahead,  I 
am  in  training  for  the 
April  16-26  gathering  of 
United  Methodists  in 
Denver. 

What  does  that  train¬ 
ing  look  like?  Here  are 
some  examples: 

✓  Hours  of  intense 
concentration  (it’s  espe¬ 
cially  helpful  if  one  can 
continue  this  concentra¬ 
tion  until  1  or  2  a.m.); 

✓  Ability  to  read 
between  the  lines — 
practice  on  any  newspaper  or  weekly 
news  magazine  report  of  goings-on  in 
Congress; 

✓  A  talent  for  carrying  20  pounds  of 
materials  from  the  hotel  to  the  convention 
center  and  back  (daily) — I  have  stacks  of 
stuff  beside  my  treadmill  so  I  can  practice; 

✓  Acceptance  of  the  fact  that  “men 
(and  women)  do  live  on  cookies  alone” — 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  wonderful, 
homemade  cookies  will  be  available  to 
delegates  any  time  they  want  them. 


As  with  all  relationships  which  flour¬ 
ish,  the  church  requires  love  and  com¬ 
mitment  and  hard  work.  Two  weeks  of 
unrelenting  presence — whether  worship¬ 
ing,  debating,  caucusing  or  studying — 
demands  concentration. 

Our  delegation  [from 
the  church’s  Desert 
Southwest  Annual 
Conference]  is  small 
enough  that  we  have 
the  chance  to  bond  at  a 
significant  level.  It  is 
then  possible  to  know 
that  while  we  may  dis¬ 
agree  in  our  approach 
to  issues,  our  love  of 
Christ  and  our  care  for 
each  other  are  not  jeop¬ 
ardized  by  individual  perception  or  vote. 
In  some  mysterious  way  we  do  become 
a  little  band  of  God’s  disciples  in  the 
midst  of  all  the  hullabaloo. 

I  hope  that  all  of  us — delegates  and 
local  church  members  alike — remember 
that  our  foundational  relationship  with 
God  is  not  dependent  on  either  particu¬ 
lar  structure  or  geographical  location. 

General  Conference  is  a  remarkable, 
if  daunting,  experience.  I’m  excited 
about  going. 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  Anita 
Iceman  is  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the 
South  District  of 
the  Desert- 
Southwest  Annual 
Conference. 
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Net  Worker 

“Come,  follow  me,”  Jesus  said,  “and  I  will  make  you  fishers  of  all  people. 


For  Local  Church  Leadership 
From  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 

William  B.  Oden,  Bishop,  Louisiana  area,  Leslie  N.  Akin,  Conference  Council  Director 


Mark  1:1 


Send  Information  and  inquiries  to: 

Stacie  Schneider,  Editor,  CCOM 

527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802-5700 


phone:  504346.1646 
fax:  5043833652 
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«4BAHNG  GOD’S  CREATION 

TOGETHER  IN 
CHRISTIAN  CAMPING 


Carney  CMfereaee  Centre 
Caaf  Istrorau 
Vddehltto  Retreat  Center 


THE  EXPERIENCE 
THE  TRADITION 

The  camping  program  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  has  been  touching  hearts  and  lives  for 
more  than  50  years.  Do  you  remember  your  times 
at  camp?  Today,  our  camps  (Caney  Centre  at 
Minden,  Istrouma  at  Greenwell  Springs  and 
Uskichitto  at  LeBlanc)  are  alive  and  well;  a 
refuge  from  the  world  where  lasting  friendships 
and  memories  are  made.  And  while  the  history  of 
our  camping  program  brings  glory  and  honor  to 
our  Lord,  God  is  inspiring  a  vision  for  our  future. 

With  God’s  help,  it  is  our  hope  that  the 
camping  program  and  facilities  in  our  conference 
will  be  expanded  and  enhanced  to  more  effective¬ 
ly  accommodate  the  needs  of  the  people  of  our 
conference.  The  goal  is  to  provide  a  natural  set¬ 
ting  where  groups  can  retreat  from  the  routine  of 
everyday  life  with  a  variety  of  activities  at  all  of 
our  camps,  and  offer  an  environment  for 
Christian  spiritual  enrichment. 


Inside  this  Issue 

page  2  -  3  Camping  Information 

and  Resources 
page  4  Volunteers  In  Mission 


1996  UNITED  METHODIST  CAMPS 
LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

CHURCH  CAMP  MAKES  A  DIFFERENCE 


There  are  at  least  22  camp  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  this  year. 

These  camp  opportunities  will  see 
over  1,500  youth  and  adults  this 
summer. 
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We  will  need  over  200  volunteers 
to  fill  those  camps  with  persons 
who  will  share  their  faith. 

Church  camping  is  spiritual  forma¬ 
tion,  evangelism  and  a  supple¬ 
mental  Christian  education  that  com¬ 
pliments  your  work  in  the  local 
church. 

Sermon  Ideas  and/or 

Children’s  Time 

Focus  on  the  story  of  the  road  to  Emmaus.  Have 
people  recall  their  church  camp  or  camping  experi¬ 
ences.  What  was  the  journey  like?  What  were  the 
feelings?  Scared?  Excited?  Sad?  Happy?  How  did 
you  prepare  for  the  trip  to  camp?  What  did  you 
bring?  What  were  the  first  things  that  happened 
when  you  arrived  at  the  camp?  Who  did  you  see? 
What  made  you  feel  welcome?  How  was  the  journey 
back  home?  How  did  you  feel? 
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WORSHIP  IDEAS 

Below  are  some  resources  for  those  giving  leadership  on  Camping  Sunday.  This  might  be  on  the  Sunday 
you  promote  camp  or  on  the  Sunday  after  your  campers  return  home. 

A  plan  for  worship  and  congregational  time  may  involve: 

/  organizing  a  display  which  includes  photos,  brochures  and 
camp  crafts  from  your  youth. 

/  a  large  poster  advertising  the  dates  of  summer  camp  programs. 

/  inviting  camp  people  to  be  available  at  the  end  of  the  service  to 
talk  about  the  camping  program,  or  using  people  who  have  been 
to  camp  as  hosts  of  an  after  worship  coffee. 

/  asking  the  church  choir  to  prepare  a  camp  song  for  the  anthem. 

Registration  Information 

Registration  forms  for  the  Camps 
can  be  obtained  through  your  district 
office.  For  further  information  con¬ 
tact  the  camp  directly. 

Terral  T.  Lowe,  Manager/Director 
Caney  Conference  Centre 
P.  O.  Box  707 
Minden,  LA  71055 
(318)377-6756 

David  Brignac,  Caretaker 

Camp  Istrouma 

P.  O.  Box  333 

Greenwell  Springs,  LA  70739 
(504)261-2089  ' 

John  and  Susie  Floyd,  Directors 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 

P.  O.  Box  118 
LeBlanc,  LA  70651 
(318)738-5259 
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Camp  Istrc 

SUMMER 


Camp 

MIDDLE  ELEMENTARY  I 

(Completed  2nd  or  3i 
Director:  Jud 

MIDDLE  ELEMENTARY  II 

(Completed  2nd  or : 
Director:  (to 


OLDER  ELEMENTARY  I 

(Completed  4th  or : 
Co-Directors:  Mai 

OLDER  ELEMENTARY  II 

(Completed  4th  or : 
Co-Directors:  Frances  J( 

JUNIOR  HIGH  I 


(Completed  6th  or 
Co-Directors:  Walter 


JUNIOR  HIGH  II 

(Completed  6th  or 
Co-Directors:  Weldon 

SENIOR  HIGH 

(Completed  8th,  9th,  lOtl 
Director:  De 


1996  SUMMER  CAMPS 
AT  CANEY  CONFERENCE  CENTRE 


(COMPLETED  GRADES  LISTED  BELOW) 

Camp 

Date 

Cost 

Directors 

Pre-Camp*  (grade  2  -  3) 

June  14  -  16 

$60 

Janet  Henley  &Kim  Bowen 

Elementary  I  (grade  4  -  5) 

June  17  -  21 

85 

Pat  Bolling  &Leigh  A,  Vineyard 

Jr.  Hi.  I  (grade  6  -7) 

June  24-28 

85 

Chris  Ford;  Fortuna;  Dietzel 

Sr.  Hi.  (grade  8-12) 

July  8  -  12 

90 

Chris  Ford 

Jr.  Hi,  II  (grade  6-7) 

July  22  -  26 

85 

Bob  Hollis  &  Bob  Townsend 

Elementary  II  (grade  4  -  5) 

July  29  -  Aug  2 

85 

Judy  Willis  &Patty  Eskew 

*  Pre-Camp  begins  Friday  at  1:00  p.m.  and  ends  Sunday  at  2 p.m. 
All  others  begin  at  1:00 p.m.  on  Monday  and  end  on  Friday  a  10  00  a.m. 
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CAMP 


Now  that  you  have  purif 
ence  to  the  truth  so  that  yoi 
love  one  another  deeply  froi 
horn  anew,  not  of  perishah 
through  die  living  and  endw 
1:22-23 


Match  1996 
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i  CAMPS 


Date 

June  24-28 

rd  grade  in  1996) 
y  Schneider 

July  22-26 

3rd  grade  in  1996) 
be  named) 

July  8-12 

)th  grade  in  1996) 
k  &  Terri  Crosby 

July  29  -  Aug  2 

ith  grade  in  1996) 
ihnson  &  Dick  Hooten 

July  15  -  19 

'th  grade  in  1996) 

?arker  &  Mary  Core 

August  5-9 

th  grade  in  1996) 

Bares  &  Ed  Dilworth 

June  17-21 

or  11th  grade  in  1996) 

>bie  Upton 

More 

Worship 

Ideas 


CALL  TO  WORSHIP 

Leader:  God  calls  us  to  this  community 

People:  God  calls  us  to  celebrate  as  a  community  the  circle  of  love 
Leader:  God  calls  through  Jesus  Christ. 

People:  Through  Jesus  we  are  called  on  a  special  journey  of  faith. 
Leader:  Jesus  Christ  calls  us  to  love  ourselves: 

People:  To  love  the  gifts  we  have  to  offer  in  this  community. 
Leader:  Jesus  calls  us  to  love  others; 

People:  To  reach  out  with  loving  hands  to  those  around  us. 

Leader:  Jesus  calls  us  into  all  the  world. 

People:  Jesus  calls  us  to  open  the  circle. 

Leader:  Let  us  worship  God. 

People:  Let  us  worship  God! 


USKICHITTO 
Retreat  Center 


PRAYER  OF  APPROACH 

On  this  exciting  journey  of  faith,  O  God,  we  gather  again 
to  acknowledge  your  presence.  As  we  travel  this  path 
with  anticipation,  may  we  see  your  guiding  footsteps. 
Help  us  to  see  the  Christ  within  us  all  as  we  walk,  talk 
and  break  bread  together.  May  our  journey  he  a  faithful 
journey.  Amen 

PRAYER  OF  CONFESSION 

O  God,  we  stand  on  holy  ground.  We  stand  upon  the 
earth  that  produces  life  for  all.  Yet,  we  know  that  in  our 
standing  we  have  crushed  that  which  brings  forth  life. 
Our  footsteps  have  been  heavy  and  unaware  of  the 
destruction  to  your  earth.  We  have  attempted  to  close  our 
eyes  to  the  delicate  balance  of  nature’s  life  circle. 
Forgive  us  for  wanting  to  control  nature  instead  of  living 
in  harmony  with  your  world.  Forgive  us  for  delaying  the 
shalom  ’  or  “wholeness”  which  this  fragile  earth  needs. 
Help  us  to  seek  renewal  that  mends  the  broken  earth  and 
relationship  in  our  lives.  Help  us  to  walk  softly  on  this 
holy  ground. 


\  your  souls  by  your  obedi- 
fuHK  genuine  mutual  love, 
he  heart  You  have  been 
but  of  imperishable  seed, 
[  word  of  God.  I  Peter 


Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 


1996  Summer  Camps 

DATES 

CAMP 

DEAN  &  DISTRICT  RESPONSIBLE 

June  16-21 

Old  Time  Family 

Leon  Boggs  (  Lake  Charles  ) 

June  24-28  or 

August  5-9 

Older  Elementary 

Charles  Evans  (Alexandria)? 

July  10-14 

L.A.  M.  P. 

Tracy  MacKenzte  (Lake  Charles) 

July  15-17 

1  st  Time  Elementary 

Judy  Denton  (Lake  Charles) 

July  22-26 

Junior  High 

Barry  Hoekstra  &Barry  Hughes  (  (Acadiana) 
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SUMMER  CAMP  COUNSELORS 

If  you  are  an  adult  or  youth  (grade  completed  1 1  or  12)  available  to  be  an  adult 
unteer  counselor  or  junior  counselor  at  one  of  the  camps  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
bis  summer  (see  calendar),  fill  out  and  return  this  form.  Summer  counselors  do  not 
>ay  to  attend  camp.  Junior  counselors  may  participate  at  younger  elementary  camps 
only. 


If  you  have  not  completed  the  11th  grade,  please  do  not  submit  form. 

NAME  _ 

MALE _  FEMALE _  AGE:  19-24 _ 

25-35 _ 

35+  _ 


Youth:  Completed  Grade  1 1 _ ,  Completed  Grade  12 

ADDRESS _ 


CITY/STATE/ZIP _ 

PHONE  -  Home( _ ) _  Work( _ ). 

LOCAL  CHURCH _ 

PASTOR'S  SIGNATURE _ 

PREFERRED  CAMP  SITE: _ 

PREFERRED  AGE  GROUP  . _ 

PREFERRED  WEEKS: _ 


RETURN  TO:  Camping 
Louisiana  Conference 


527  North  Blvd. 


Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Training  Event 
April  26  &  27, 1996  * 

Sager-Brown  Center 

101  Sager-Brown  Road 
Baldwin,  Louisiana 
(318)923-4702 
Cost:  $30.00 

Larry  Acton,  Oklahoma  Conference 
VIM,  Director,  will  lead  the  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  WHO,  WHAT,  HOW  and 
WHERE  of  being  in  mission  locally 
and  abroad.  Larry  is  the  master  mind 
for  equipping  the  conference,  district 
or  local  church  to  be  in  mission. 

SCHEDULE 

Friday,  April  26 

5  pm  Registration 

6  pm  Supper 

7  pm  Orientation 

7:30  Theology  of  Mission 


9  pm  Worship 

9:30  Sharing  Mission  Experiences 

Saturday,  April  27 

6  am  Devotion 

7  am  Breakfast 

8  am  Basic  Training  with 

Larry  Acton 
Noon  Lunch 

lpm  Continuation  of  Training 
4  pm  Leave  for  Home 

The  Louisiana  VIM  Training 
Manual  will  be  distributed  to  each 
participant  of  the  Training 
Session. 

WHAT  TO  BRING:  Bedding, 
Towels,  Washcloth,  Toilet  Articles, 
Bible,  Note  paper,  Pen,  Work  Camp 
Experiences  to  share,  and  Openness  to 
learn  more  about  being  in  mission. 

REGISTRATION  FORM 

Name _ , _ 

Address _ 

City,  State,  Zip _ 

Phone( _ ) _ Work( _ ) _ 

Make  checks  payable  to:  Sager-Brown 
Center, 

Send  to:  Sager-Brown,  PO  Box  239, 
Baldwin,  LA  70514-0239 


Volunteers  In  Mission 
To 

The  Methodist  Church 
in 

The  Caribbean 
and  The  Americas 

In  Belize  . .  .  May  11  -  May  19,  1996 

Sponsored  by  the  Council  on  Ministries  of  the  Alexandria,  Acadiana  and 

Lake  Charles  Districts. 

Our  host  will  be  Belize/Honduras  District. 

Three  ways  you  and  your  church  can  he  involved. 

1.  Go  or  send  a  person  or  persons. 

Cost:  approximately  $800.00  (airfare,  board,  and  transportation) 

Task  A  1.  Repair  and  paint  parsonage  at  Burnham 

2.  Repair  and  paint  Coroyal  parsonage 

3.  Repair  and  paint  Wesley  Primary  School 

4.  Repair  and  paint  Cousins  parsonage 


Task  B  Teach  and  work  in  Bible  School 
Task  C  Work  and  serve  with  Christians  of  Belize 

2.  Give  an  Offering 

We  will  need  $10,000  worth  of  materials  and  paint. 

3.  Give  an  Offering  for  a  Fourwheel  Vehicle  (secondhand)  for  die 
district 

For  use  of  Lay  Pastors  as  they  travel  the  Circuit 
Cost  $15,000  -  this  will  be  driven  to  Belize  by  volunteers! 

AH  funds  are  handled  through  die  Alexandria  District 

Send  to:  District  Office 

c/o  Dot  Lee 

2013  MacArthur  Drive 
Building  2,  Suite  2 
Alexandria,  LA  71301 

For  more  information  contact  die  trip  coordinator 

Rev.  James  Poole 
41 1  Second  Street 
Natchitoches,  LA  71457 
(318)357-8296 
(318)356-0946 
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Building  blocks  for  a  new  UMC 


Reorganizing  The  United  Methodist 
Church  can  resemble  the  familiar  child¬ 
hood  game  of  building  with  blocks. 

In  other  words,  the  materials  are  sim¬ 
ilar,  but  the  ways  in  which  they’re  put 
together  are  as  individual  as  the  builder. 
This  diversity  shows  clearly  in  30  peti¬ 
tions  on  structure  to  be  considered  by 
General  Conference,  the  church’s  top 
legislative  body,  meeting  April  16-26  in 
Denver. 

Nine  would  reduce  the  size  of  either 
the  church’s  general  agency  staffs  or  of 
their  governing  boards,  while  others 
propose  divergent  forms  of  reorganiza¬ 
tion  based  on  finances  or  mission. 

Most  prominent  among  these  propos¬ 
als,  understandably,  is  the  official  reor¬ 
ganization  plan  put  forth  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  the  church’s  top 
program  coordinating  body. 

The  council,  based  on  a  structure 
committee’s  study  over  the  past  four 
years,  proposes  cutting  membership  on 
the  church’s  13  agency  boards  from  960 
to  630. 

The  council  also  suggests  giving 
local  congregations  and  regional  con¬ 
ferences  flexibility  in  their  structures  as 
long  as  both  provide  for  prescribed 
functions  and  maintain  their  connection 
to  the  denomination. 

Unfortunately,  this  plan  has  not  sur¬ 
mounted  its  major  deficiency  of  being 
too  vague  for  most  rank-and-file  United 
Methodists — including  us — to  envision 


Editorial 


how  its  “interactive  model”  will  work 
at  various  levels  of  the  church  in  com¬ 
parison  to  our  existing  structure.  To  our 
knowledge  there  are  no  interactive 
models  in  existence  from  which  we  can 
see  such  a  model  in  action. 

Realizing  last  year  that  no  such 
comprehensive  plan  could  be  presented 
by  1996,  the  council  now  asks  General 
Conference  to: 

1.  Approve  an  “interactive-connec- 
tional  model”  and 

2.  Establish  a  30-member 
Connectional  Process  Team  (task  force) 
to  “manage,  guide  and  promote”  a  four- 
year  (1997-2000)  transition  to  a  yet-to- 
be-determined  structure  for  the  church. 

Among  alternative  proposals,  two 
have  emerged  as  most  prominent:  “A 
New  Connection,”  fostered  by  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference,  and  the  Aldersgate 
Covenant,  fostered  in  the  North  Texas 
Annual  Conference  (see  related  story  at 
right). 

Beyond  all  these  proposals  and  opin¬ 
ions,  one  message  is  most  pronounced 
among  most  proposed  changes  to  the 
church  structure: 

United  Methodists  in  the  United 
States  want  General  Conference  to 
cut  the  size  of  churchwide  agencies 


and  shift 
power  from 
centralized 
bodies  to  the 
congrega¬ 
tions  which 
ultimately 
pay  the  bills. 

However, 
support  for 
centralized 
agencies  has 
been  more 
common 
among  the 
regional  units 
outside  the 
United  States, 
where  the 
agencies 
serve  as  their 
link  to  the 

majority  U.S.  membership  of  the 
church. 

If  a  shift  in  power  occurs  through 
reorganization,  then  the  challenge  for 
congregations  will  be  to: 

✓  Provide  for  the  growth  and  well¬ 
being  of  other  congregations,  especially 
those  outside  the  United  States; 

✓  Proclaim  a  Gospel  that  embodies 
salvation  and  transformation  that  is 
both  personal  and  social. 

✓  Reach  out  to  those  in  need 
whether  they  be  in  the  community,  the 
nation  or  halfway  around  the  world. 


Watch  out!  Driving  can  lead  you  into  sin 


By  ALFRED  S.  MALONEY 

The  title  may  cause  concern  for  some 
readers,  and  others  may  find  humor  in 
it.  Let  me  warn  both.  Don’t  take  it  too 
lightly!  The  freeways  of  America  can 
be  the  cause  for  many  unaware 
Christians  losing  their  souls.  Let  me 
share  with  you  one  of  my  “sin  trap¬ 
pings.” 

While  driving  into  the  office  one  day, 
I  found  myself  running  late.  The  traffic 
on  Highway  95  North  was  moving 
close  to  a  legal  pace  (if  that’s  possible) 
and  I  felt  I  could  make  up  some  lost 


Tell  us  your  views! 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor."  Include  your 
full  name,  address  and  telephone 
number: 

($)By  mail  to  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas, TX  75266-0275 
®By  fax  to  214-630-0079 
/  By  E-mail: 

Via  EcuNet:  mailbox  UMR 
Via  CompuServe:  76113,662 
Via  Internet: 

761 1 3.662@compuserve.com 


time  by  adding  some  speed  to  my  pace. 
The  three  lanes  were  filled  with  cars 
and  openings  were  few. 

Suddenly,  there  was  a  window  of 
opportunity  ahead;  all  I  had  to  do  was 
pass  this  one  car  and  I  would  be  out 
front.  Just  then,  another  car  passed  me 
and  staked  out  a  position  just  one  car 
length  in  front  of  me  to  my  left.  The  car 
on  my  right  was  moving  along  with  me. 
The  car  immediately  in  front  of  me 
maintained  its  legal  speed,  which  is 
why  I  wanted  to  pass. 

Why  was  the  car  in  the  left  lane 
maintaining  a  similar  speed?  Didn’t  the 
driver  know  that  this  was  the  Left  Lane, 
the  Passing  Lane,  the  Speeder’s  Lane? 
Well,  the  driver  didn’t  acknowledge  my 
desire  to  pass.  The  car  just  sat  there, 
moving  at  a  legal  speed  in  the  left  lane. 
You  can  lose  your  soul  like  that. 

When  I  think  about  it,  there  has  to  be 
a  reason  why  a  good  Christian  behind 
the  wheel  of  a  car,  on  a  highway,  can  be 
transformed  into  a  “speed  demon.”  I 
believe  it  is  the  music  or  the  talk  shows 
that  fill  the  airways.  When  I  drive,  I'm 
either  listening  to  traffic  reports  or  the 
news,  “three  or  four  times  a  day.” 

It  must  be  that  my  subconscious 
mind  hears  something  on  the  airway 
that  moves  me  to  behavior  that’s 
unchristian.  When  you  are  going  to 
some  destination,  news  of  a  slight  fend- 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  Alfred  S. 
Maloney  is  executive 
director  of  of  Metro 
Ministries  in 
Philadelphia 
(Eastern 

Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference). 


er-bender  on  the  shoulder  of  the  road 
and  a  backup  of  four  miles  of  cars  look¬ 
ing  at  it  can  be  quite  disturbing. 

Highway  driving  also  relates  to  our 
actions  and  our  reactions  to  people  in 
church.  Walking  behind  some  slow- 
moving  person,  when  you  are  trying  to 
get  out  of  the  church  building,  can 
arouse  the  same  unchristian  behavior. 
So  what  do  we  do  about  it?  We  wait 
until  we  get  to  our  cars  and  may  God 
have  mercy  on  the  unsuspecting  soul 
that  pulls  into  our  lane  while  we  are 
going  home. 

What  is  the  solution  for  this  speed 
demonic  Christian?  Lately,  I  have  tried 
listening  to  gospel  stations  instead  of 
news  on  the  radio.  The  radio  sermons 
remind  me  to  “let  my  little  light  shine,” 
and  I  am  really  trying,  particularly  with 
my  tail  lights. 


Groups  within 
the  church 
offer  some 
alternatives 

The  greatest  challenge  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  restruc¬ 
ture  plans  (see  related  editorial  at  left) 
is  a  series  of  petitions  coming  to 
General  Conference  from  the  Western 
North  Carolina  regional  conference. 
These  would: 

✓  Eliminate  the  council  on  min¬ 
istries  at  all  levels  of  the  church; 

✓  Establish  a  scaled-down  local 
church  council; 

✓  Shift  general  program  responsi¬ 
bilities  to  the  Council  of  Bishops  with  a 
4-year  full-time  president  and 

✓  Remove  retired  bishops  from 
the  Council  of  Bishops  and  assign  them 
to  regional  conferences. 

These  proposals,  drafted  by  the 
Rev.  Andy  Langford,  a  pastor  in  China 
Grove,  N.C.,  and  by  Duke  Divinity 
School  professor  William  H.  Willimon, 
state  that  the  “church  must  decentralize 
and  accentuate  the  local  congregation 
as  the  basic  unit  of  the  church.” 

The  Rev.  Lyle  E.  Schaller,  a 
United  Methodist  who  is  a  consultant 
on  the  quality  of  church  life,  disagrees 
with  the  Langford/Willimon  proposal 
that  the  bishops  become  in  essence  the 
executive  arm  of  the  denomination.  He 
says  United  Methodists  have  no  history 
in  this  country  of  a  group  executive 
being  effective. 

Another  group  seeking  structural 
change  in  the  church  is  known  for  its 
document,  Aldersgate  Covenant.  The 
Aldersgate  group  is  asking  General 
Conference  for  structural  changes 
aimed  at: 

✓  Flexibility  for  congregations  to 
organize  themselves; 

✓Flexibility  for  regional  conferences 
to  organize  themselves  and 

✓  Reduction  of  the  number  of  gener¬ 
al  agencies  from  13  to  8. 

Both  the  Western  North  Carolina  and 
Aldersgate  Covenant  proposals  are 
prefaced  with  lengthy  mission  state¬ 
ments  which  are  not  included  because 
of  limited  space. 


Sayings 

“Nothing  is  more  important  in  the 
church  than  for  us  to  keep  memories  of 
the  biblical  Word  alive.  The  challenge 
for  children’s  attention  is  fierce,  but  the 
competition  for  the  next  generation  has 
always  been  fierce.  There  are  lots  of 
ways  to  keep  the  biblical  story  alive.” 

— Dr.  Jana  Childers,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  communication  at  San 
Francisco  Theological  Seminary, 
speaking  to  the  Association  of 
Presbyterian  Church  Educators. 
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Youth-oriented  Devo  'Zine 
connects  to  'a  real  God' 


Say-So’s 
Kim  Thomas: 
In-Between 

Daily  Prayer: 
Get  Hitched! 


What  R  U 
Searching  4? 


L)i 


COVER  ART  PROVIDED  BY  UPPER  ROOM 

This  soon-to-be-released  devotional  magazine  published  by 
The  Upper  Room  is  designed  for  youths.  It  was  developed 
after  a  year  of  planning  and  research. 


Oklahoma  Citl  University 


ocu  is  a  distinctive  independent  United  Methodist  institution  offering 
quality  higher  education  since  1904- 


By  HEATHER  PECK 

NASHVILLE — Devo  ’Zine.  It’s  a  “zine”  for 
youths  coming  out  in  April. 

In  case  you  don’t  know  what  a  “zine”  is, 
much  less  a  “devo  zine,”  it’s  shorthand  for 
devotional  magazine. 

“Zines”  are  flourishing  now  that  desk  top 
publishing  has  made  it  possible  for  almost  any¬ 
one  to  produce  a  magazine.  However,  Devo 
’Zine  may  be  the  first  “zine”  to  have  The 
United  Methodist  Church  behind  it. 

This  youth-oriented  devotional  magazine  is 
published  by  The  Upper  Room,  a  unit  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  first  issue  features  43  meditations.  One 
by  15-year-old  Joanna  Hubbard  celebrates  an 
unexpected  blessing  at  a  junior  high  summer 
camp. 

In  another  article,  Interpreter  magazine  edi¬ 
tor  M.  Garlinda  Burton  tells  readers  to 
approach  the  Bible  with  a  sense  of  humor.  Hers 
is  one  of  nine  feature  articles  in  the  debut  issue. 

Ms.  Burton  tells  the  18-to  25-year-old  read¬ 
ers,  “The  Bible  is  full  of  outrageous,  humorous 
stories  written  to  give  us  a  chuckle,  along  with 
food  for  thought 

Still  another  article  in  the  premiere 
May/June  issue  suggests  making  prayer  part  of 
one’s  daily  routine  to  improve  one’s  spiritual 
life. 

In  “Daily  Prayer:  Connecting  with  God,” 
Bonnie  Arant  Ertelt  says  that  as  a  teenager  she 
wanted  to  pray  daily  but  often  had  trouble 
finding  time  in  her  hectic  schedule.  She  began 
praying  each  night  as  she  brushed  her  teeth. 

“In  making  prayer  as  necessary  as  brushing 
my  teeth,  my  connections  to  God, 

_  to  others  and  to  the  world  around 

me  were  strengthened  and  made 


"We  believe  that  Devo  'Zine 
can  assist  [teens]  in  their 
discovery  of  a  meaningful  prayer 
life ,  and  this  will  have  enormous 
implications  for  their  spiritual 
growth  throughout  their  lives." 

—Janice  Grana 


clearer,”  Ms.  Ertelt  said. 

Written  by  youths  and  youth  leaders,  the 
first  Devo  ’Zine  also  includes  a  review  of  the 
movie  Clueless,  a  topical  index,  a  prayer  list 
page  and  weekly  themes  such  as  “Belonging” 
and  “Identity.” 

After  a  year  of  planning  and  research,  The 
Upper  Room  decided  in  1994  to  create  a  con¬ 
temporary  devotional  magazine  for  youths, 
said  Janice  Grana,  publisher  and  world  editor 
of  The  Upper  Room. 

“We  know  that  teenagers  are  at  a  crucial 
stage  of  spiritual  formation,”  Ms.  Grana  said. 
“We  believe  that  Devo  ’Zine  can  assist  them  in 
their  discovery  of  a  meaningful  prayer  life,  and 
this  will  have  enormous  implications  for  their 
spiritual  growth  throughout  their  lives.” 

Devo  ’Zine  editor  Robin  Pippin  said  the 
full-color  publication  is  “unique  in  that  it  is 
about  real  life,  written  by  real  people  and 
about  getting  to  know  a  real  God.” 

Call  1-800-925-6847  for  more  information. 

A  Devo  ’Zine  subscription  may  be  ordered 
for  $16.95.  Group  orders  of  10  or  more  are 
available  at  $1.95  per  issue.  A  single  copy  is 
$3.90.  Call  1-800-972-0433. 

Ms.  Peck  is  a  fee-lance  writer  for  The  Upper 
Room  in  Nashville. 


Look  who's 
on  line  now! 


is  experiencing  its  most  significant 
enrollment  growth  in  history  this  year,  becoming  the 
largest  private  university  in  Oklahoma,  while 
maintaining  a  personalized  educational  environment. 


OCU  offers  nine 

undergraduate  and  1 1  graduate  degrees  in  a 
variety  of  professional  areas  including 
business,  education,  law,  performing  arts, 
nursing  and  religion. 


OklahomaCih  University 


In  the  tradition  of  quality  United  Methodist  higher  education 


Discover  the  Excellence  at  OCU 


Otluc  i't  l  ink r_r.di..iu  \c" 
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Check  us  out  at:  http://www.umr.org 
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12  UMs  and  Catholics  share  communion  liturgy 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

One  dozen  people — seven  Roman 
Catholics,  five  United  Methodists — 
made  ecumenical  history  Feb.  15-17  by 
displaying  both  the  unity  and  the  bro¬ 
kenness  of  the  church. 

Led  by  two  bishops — one  United 
Methodist,  the  other  Roman  Catholic — 
they  celebrated  communion  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  one  another.  Then  they  talked 
about  it. 

Meeting  at  a  Catholic  retreat  center 
near  Madison,  N.J.,  first  the  United 
Methodists,  led  by  Bishop  William 
Boyd  Grove  (Albany  Area),  received 
communion.  The  Catholics  joined  in 
the  liturgy  but  otherwise  only  observed. 

Sister  Ellen  Joyce  of  the  Sisters  of 


Charity  said  that  she  had  never  wit¬ 
nessed  any  Eucharist  ritual  outside  of 
the  Catholic  Mass  until  this  United 
Methodist  service. 

The  following  morning  the  Roman 
Catholics  held  their  Eucharistic  Mass 
celebrated  by  Bishop  William  Skylstad 
of  Spokane,  Wash. 

The  Rev.  Steve  Russalesi,  pastor  of 
Mount  Fem  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Randolph,  N.J.,  said,  “I  struggled  with 
not  being  able  to  receive  the  Eucharist, 
balancing  respect  for  the  rules  of  anoth¬ 
er  church  with  my  own  conscience.” 

Dr.  Russalesi  said  he  coordinates  the 
United  Methodist  team  of  one  bishop, 
three  clergy  and  one  laywoman,  work¬ 
ing  with  the  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins,  head 
of  the  church’s  ecumenical  office  based 
in  New  York  City. 


First  woman  bishop  since 
12th  century  remembered 


A  tiny  woman  who  made  a  big 
impact  on  world  church  history  was 
remembered  in  special  ways  March  5  in 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

On  July  17,  1980,  Marjorie  Swank 
Matthews  became  the  first  woman 
elected  a  bishop  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  She  served  the 
church’s  Wisconsin  Area  four  years, 
retired  in  1984  and  died  in  1986. 

She  was  not  only  a  “first”  in 
Methodism  but  was  believed  to  be  the 

Connecting  the 
church  through 
Cyberspace 

United  Methodist 
New  Service 

In  recent  months,  a  group  of 
United  Methodists  have  chatted — 
via  electronic  mail — about  how  to 
nudge  the  rest  of  the  denomination 
into  the  computer  age. 

The  result  of  their  “online”  con¬ 
versations  is  a  petition,  “The  Living 
Church  in  an  Electronic  World,” 
endorsed  by  50  signers.  It  will  be 
considered  by  the  1996  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  when 
it  meets  April  16-26  in  Denver. 

The  disciplinary  subparagraph 
recommends  that  by  the  Year  2000: 
all  church  boards,  conferences,  dis¬ 
tricts  and  organizations  supported  by 
the  church  be  connected  electroni¬ 
cally  via  the  World  Wide  Web, 
Ecunet  and/or  the  Internet;  all  bish¬ 
ops,  district  superintendents  and 
clergy  participate  in  electronic  com¬ 
munication. 

The  petition  states  a  need  for  the 
church  to  “keep  our  ministries  on 
the  cutting  edge.” 


UMC 
Upbeat 

first  woman  bishop  in  all  of 
Christendom  since  the  12th  Century. 

She  served  only  four  years  as  an 
active  bishop  and  stood  only  five  feet  or 
so  tall.  She  particularly  enjoyed  one 
famous  photograph  showing  her  stand¬ 
ing  beside  her  slender  wooden  “bish¬ 
op’s  staff’  which  towered  a  foot  or 
more  above  her  head. 

Bishop  Matthews’  election  cleared 
the  trail  for  seven  clergywomen  subse¬ 
quently  elected  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops:  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly,  Judith  Craig, 
Sharon  A.  Brown  Christopher,  Susan  M. 
Morrison,  Sharon  Zimmerman  Rader, 
Ann  B.  Sherer  and  Mary  Ann  Swenson. 
Bishop  Kelly  has  retired,  but  the 
remaining  “spiritual  descendants”  of 
Bishop  Matthews  are  all  active  episco¬ 
pal  leaders. 

Two  of  those — Bishops  Craig  and 
Rader — were  among  those  paying  spe¬ 
cial  recognition  to  Bishop  Matthews  at 
the  Dayton  event. 


PEW  CUSHIONS 


custom  made  for  any  style  pew.  Fine  fabrics,  excellent  col¬ 
ors,  competitively  priced.  On  your  next  seating  project, 
contact  Waggoners,  the  cushion  specialists! 

— write  or  call — 


Waggoners,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  Iu37  Hutchinson,  KS  67504 

NATIONWIDE  1-800-396-7555 


The  bilateral  Eucharistic  services 
were  a  first  for  participants  in  these 
ongoing  Roman  Catholic/United 
Methodist  conversations. 

Bishop  Skylstad  said  he  found  the 
United  Methodist  ritual  very  similar  to 
the  Catholic  Mass. 

During  the  United  Methodist  service, 
all  12  participated  in  the  liturgy.  This 
included  the  Litany  for  Christian  Unity 
written  by  Pope  John  Paul  II  ( United 
Methodist  Hymnal  number  556). 

Bishop  Grove  said  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  had  influenced  United 
Methodist  communion  practices  by 
liturgical  renewals  and  increasing  the 
frequency  of  communion. 

Following  the  Catholic  Mass  both 
groups  again  discussed  their  experi¬ 
ences,  asking  questions  and  receiving 
answers  about  the  theology  and  prac¬ 
tices  they  had  witnessed. 

Bishop  Grove  said  that  the  dialog 
caused  him  to  have  a  greater  sense  of 
appreciation  for  Catholics’  offering  the 
elements  of  bread  and  wine  only  to 
Catholics. 

Bishop  Skylstad  expressed  his  appre¬ 


ciation  for  knowing  why  United 
Methodists  open  the  Lord’s  Table  to  “all 
who  love  Christ,  who  earnestly  repent 
of  their  sin  and  seek  to  live  in  peace 
with  one  another,”  as  the  ritual  reads. 

Both  bishops  said  they  wish  for  local 
congregations  to  share  in  similar 
dialogs  so  that  members,  too,  might  be 
enriched  in  the  common  bonds  of 
Christianity. 

Bishop  Grove  said  he  is  also  “trying 
to  encourage  congregations  in  the  study 
and  engagement  (with  Roman 
Catholics)  of  Pope  John  Paul’s  state¬ 
ment  on  Christian  unity  titled  That  They 
May  Be  One." 

Contact  between  the  two  groups  will 
continue  during  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference,  the  church’s  top 
legislative  body,  April  16-26  in  Denver. 
Bishop  Skylstad  will  be  introduced 
there  as  an  official  Roman  Catholic 
observer. 

Roman  Catholic-United  Methodist 
dialogs  will  continue  Oct.  3-5  in  the 
College  of  Preachers  at  the  (Episcopal) 
National  Cathedral  in  Washington,  D.C. 


Dr.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam 

•  Fifth  President. 
Asbury  Theological 


•  Commentator  for 
UPI  National  Radio 

•  Author  of  54  books 

•  Chairperson  of  the 
World  Methodist 
Council  Evangelism 
Committee 


The  People  In 
The  Pews  Are 


204  N.  Lexington  Avenue  •  Wilmort,  KY  40390-1199 


Our  Passion. 

Maxie  Dunnam  never 
wanted  to  be  a  semi¬ 
nary  president.  The 
people  in  the  pews  are  his  pas¬ 
sion.  He  holds  the  hand  of  a 
grieving  widow  and  the  gaze  of 
an  eager  congregation  with 
equal  grace.  The  thought  of  leav¬ 
ing  one  of  Methodism's  flagship 
churches  seemed  unthinkable. 

Then  it  became  clear. 
Assuming  the  Asbury  Seminary 
presidency  didn't  mean  leaving 
pastoral  ministry.  It  meant 
expanding  it  Maxie  would  lead 
the  laity  by  leading  the  academy. 
The  future  of  the  church  would 
be  decided  in  the  classroom, 
where  tomorrow’s  ministers  are 
in  the  making. 

Making  ministers.  That's  our 
specialty.  No  one  graduates 
more  United  Methodist  pastors 
year  in  and  year  out  than  Asbury 
Seminary.  Churches  want  Asbury 
pastors  because  they  care.  But 
Asbury  pastors  not  only  care, 
they  care  about  the  right  things. 
Scripture.  Prayer.  Evangelism. 
People. 

So  if  you're  called  to  pastor, 
the  next  call  is  yours:  1  -800-2- 
ASBURY.  At  Asbury  Seminary, 
the  people  in  the  pews  are  our 
passion. 


Asbury 

Theological 

Seminary 


The  United  Methodist 

REVIEW 
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Book  with  an  'attitude'  aimed  at  over  50  crowd 


100  Things  I'm  Not  Going  To  Do 
Now  That  I’m  Over  50  by  Wendy  Reid 
Crisp.  1995,  The  Berkley  Publishing 
Group  (New  York).  About  204  very 
small  pages. 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 


She’s  “over  50”  with  an  attitude. 
And  what  an  attitude! 

Author  Wendy  Reid  Crisp  clearly 
intends  to  take  life  by  the  tail  and  give 
it  a  whirl  regardless  of  age.  Her  100 
Things  I’m  Not  Going  To  Do  Now  That 
I’m  Over  50  is  a  little  book  that  will 
make  you  laugh  out  loud. 

Ms.  Crisp,  a  United  Methodist  lay- 


CLASS1FIED 


RATES:  $1.15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  20  word  minimum.  Blind  ads  $21 .00  plus  add 
cost  equivalent  for  8  words  to  insert  our  contact 
information.  Products  and  services  go  through  an 
approval  process.  We  schedule  two  weeks  in 
advance  of  an  issue  date. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  FAMILY  MINISTRY. 
Expand/direct  program  for  children,  youth  and  families. 
Salary  commensurate  with  education  and  experience. 
Send  resume:  First  UMC,  1801  S.  Marion  St.,  Lake  City, 
FL  32025.  (904)  752-4488. 


WANT:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education. 
Smyrna  First  United  Methodist  Church,  301  Sam  Davis 
Rd.,  P.O.  Box  322,  Smyrna,  TN  37167.  Send  resume 
or  call  (615)  459-2826.  


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  full-time.  New 
position  at  a  rapidly  growing,  1350-member  church 
50  miles  northwest  of  Chicago.  Available  immedi¬ 
ately.  Work  with  junior/senior  high  youth  and  young 
adults.  Love  for  youth,  training,  vision  desired.  Send 
resume  to:  SPR  Committee,  First  UMC,  236  W. 
Crystal  Lake  Avenue,  Crystal  Lake,  IL  60014.  Call 
Dr.  Ray  Miller  (815)  459-0785. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
needed  for  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Melbourne,  Florida.  Immediately  available,  full¬ 
time,  new  position  to  develop  and  lead  youth  pro¬ 
grams  and  graded  choir  programs.  Multiple 
church  services  with  traditional  and  contempo¬ 
rary  liturgies.  Degree/experience  preferred  and 
keyboard  proficiency  required.  Salary  $20-25K 
with  benefits  and  possible  housing.  Resumes  and 
performance  tape  to:  SPR  Committee,  1591 
Highland  Avenue,  Melbourne,  FL  32935.  Phone 
inquiries:  (407)  254-6363,  Fax  inquiries:  (407) 
254-6364.  Interviews:  mid  March. 


MUSIC/YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  First  UMC 
in  Marianna,  Florida.  A  fast  growing  850-member 
county  seat  town  church  in  northwest  Florida  with 
instrumental,  vocal,  and  bell  choirs.  Candidate  will 
provide  leadership  and  vision  for  the  total  music  and 
youth  programs.  Compensation  negotiable  depending 
on  experience.  Send  inquiries  and  resumes  by  April 
10  to:  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  1503,  Marianna,  FL  32447 
or  call:  Rev.  Judd  Stinson  at  (904)  482-4502. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  AND  FAMILY  Ministry. 
First  United  Methodist,  Birmingham,  Michigan,  seeks 
Director  of  Children’s  and  Family  Ministries  for  2500- 
member  suburban  church  with  growing  program. 
Applicant  will  have  education  experience  and  demon¬ 
strated  capacity  to  energize  volunteers.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable,  based  on  experience.  Part-time  applicants  also 
considered.  All  resumes  (by  April  8, 1996)  to:  Dr.  William 
Ritter,  1589  West  Maple  Rd.,  Birmingham,  Ml  48009. 
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adult/youth  programs.  Prefer  professional  church 
musician,  advanced  music  degree,  minimum  5 
years’  experience  in  1000+  member  church. 
Resumes  no  later  than  April  1 5:  Senior  Minister  Phil 
Mercer,  FUMC,  1111  E.  18th  Street,  Plano,  TX 
75074,  Target  start:  June  1 , 1 996 


YOUTH  MINISTER  OR  DIRECTOR  in  Atlanta  sub¬ 
urb  church  of  2700  members.  Send  resumes  to:  Dr. 
Wiley  Stephens,  1548  Mt.  Vernon  Road, 
Dunwoody,  GA  30338. 


BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS. 
Accumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton,  TX  78358. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  sought  for  1300-mem- 
ber,  multi-staff,  county  seat  church,  45  minutes 
northwest  of  Nashville.  Responsible  for  comprehen¬ 
sive  educational  and  program  life.  Staff  experience 
required;  diaconal  credentials  preferred.  Total  com¬ 
pensation  range  $25-30K.  Send  resume  with  refer- 
ences  to:  Madison  Street  UMC,  attn:  SPRC,  P.O. 
Box  864,  Clarksville,  TN  37041 . 

DIRECT  CHILDREN’S  CHOIR/HANDBELLS,  assist 
Christian  education,  600-member  county  seat  church. 
Keyboard  skills  necessary.  Salary  negotiable. 
Contact:  First  UMC,  Box  395,  Dumas,  TX  79029. 
(806)  935-7200. 

FREE  CATALOG  OF  CHRISTIAN  COMEDY  plays 
with  strong  message  of  salvation.  S.B.  MacMillan, 
44101  27th  St.,  W.  Lancaster,  CA  93536. 

COLLEGE  SCHOLARSHIP  MONEY  available 
through  Christian  communications  company  with 
150,000  award,  grant  and  scholarship  leads  in  data¬ 
base.  Fall  ‘96  funds  are  going  fast.  Call:  Rainbow  at  1- 
800-932-PRAY  x102. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite  hymns 
in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accompani- 
ment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cassette 
sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book  included, 
but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excel¬ 
lent  qift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573. 

THE  WORSHIP  SHARING  SHEET:  hymns, 
anthems,  praise,  children’s  message,  bulletin 
thoughts.  Resources  for:  prayer,  drama,  readings- 
all  corresponding  to  weekly  scripture.  $7.00  per 
quarter.  Free  sample:  Diane  Gianelli,  1861  West 
24th  St.,  Erie,  PA  16502. 

RESTORATIVE  JUSTICE-  A  NEW  response  to  crime. 
Start  a  church-based  Victim  Offender  Reconciliation 
Program  in  your  area!  Intensive  trainings:  April  10-12 
or  October  96  in  Fresno,  CA.  August  96  in  Lancaster, 
PA.  Space  limited.  Call:  1  -800-909-VORP  now! 

PASSENGER  VANS  AVAILABLE.  1987-1995  Ford, 
Chevy,  Dodge.  Dual  A/C.  Several  choices!  Also, 
van  locator  service  for  OK,  TX,  AR.-  hundreds 
available.  (918)  456-9760.  s 

METHODIST  CHURCH  IN  ENGLAND  offers  accom¬ 
modation  in  members'  homes  for  four  nights  in  mid- 
-  July.  We  will  show  a  party  round  our  part  of  England: 
Epworth  Lincoln,  Robin  Hood  Country.  Details:  Ken 
Hawkins,  12  Camboume  Gardens,  Ravenhead,  NG15 
9FU  England.  Bargain  price  guaranteed!  Please  pass 
this  ad  to  Christian  friends  who  may  come.  Thank  you. 
Other  dates  possible. 

SPIRITUALLY  KINETIC  INSPIRATIONAL  Theatre 
(SKITs).  Simple,  powerful,  humorous.  Short,  modem 
parables  for  worship,  Sunday  school,  or  special  events. 

-  Send  a  large  SASE  for  samples  and  information  to: 
SKITS,  2818  Kismet  Lane,  Houston,  TX  77043  or  fax 
your  request  to:  (713)  462-6545. 

ALL  NEW  15  PASSENGER  MINI  BUS  under  $30K. 
No  CDL  required.  Immediate  delivery.  Trinity 
Transportation,  1-800-295-0390. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  FAMILY  Counselors- 
offering  counselor  certification,  newsletter.  AAFC,  Box 
-  836,  Graham,  TX  76450. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  Save  $$. 

Catalog  $1.00.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919)  442- 
-  1211.  (accredited). 

BEAUTIFUL  VILLA.  2  BEDROOM/2  BATH,  kitchen, 
greatroom,  garage,  overlooking  lake.  45  minutes  to 
Disney  World.  Community  offers  number  of  amenities. 
Contact:  L.  Coles  1-800-683-5803  pin  No.  1253. 

Review 

S  Show  cleavage. 

S Broker  communications  between 
friends  or  family  members. 

V  Have  only  one  set  of  key’s  and  one 
pair  of  glasses. 

“On  the  other  hand,  let’s  be  realis¬ 
tic.” 

J  Write  down  anything  I  don ’t  want 
read  in  court. 

S  Allow  worry  or  despair  to  mist 
over  gratitude.” 

“My  aunt  drew  the  draperies  every 
morning  and  said  thank  you  for  the 
blessing  of  the  day  ahead.  Her  reward 
was  33,745  mornings  of  health,  laugh¬ 
ter  and  light-years  of  starshine  in  the 
town’s  memories.” 

The  bad  news:  Over  50  is  so  short 
that  you  can  read  it  in  30  minutes. 

The  good  news:  You  can  read  it 
again  in  30  minutes  when  you  want  a 
good  chuckle. 

So  what  does  all  this  have  to  do  with 
religion?  More  than  might  be  apparent 
(see  related  articles  below). 

Over  50  does  remind  us  that  youth 
and  beauty  are  not  among  the  greatest 
of  all  God’s  gifts.  Wit  is. 


COVER  ART  BY  LIZ  CONRAD 


Wendy  Reid  Crisp,  author  of  100  Things  I'm  Not  Going  to  Do  Now 
That  I'm  Over  50 ,  will  be  glad  to  speak  to  United  Methodist  Women's 
groups  and  other  church  groups  at  no  charge  if  the  engagement  is 
near  one  of  the  cities  on  her  upcoming  book  tour.  Interested  groups 
should  contact  publicist  Laine  Medina  at  916-432-3710. 


woman,  is  the  national  director  of  the 
National  Association  for  Female 
Executives  and  the  former  editor-in- 
chief  of  Savvy  and  Small  Press  maga¬ 
zines. 

Her  wise  and  witty  book  reflects  the 
dash  and  verve  of  one  who  has  moved 
in  some  high  powered  circles. 

But  it  also  reflects  a  genuine  caring 
for  others,  wisdom  bom  of  hard-learned 
life  lessons  and  an  unerring  instinct  for 
what’s  really  important — family  and 
friends  and  helping  others. 

In  other  words,  she  may  have  lived 
in  “Noo  Yawk”  but  she’s  down  home, 
honey. 

Here  are  a  few  excerpts.  If  you  are 
over  50,  you’ll  understand.  If  you’re 
under  50,  take  notes. 

I’m  not  going  to  . .  . 

V  Have  a  joint  checking  account. 

“No  woman  over  50  should  have  to 
explain  why  she  paid  $36  for  a  shower 
curtain — nor  should  she  be  asking  any¬ 
one  else  such  questions.” 

^  Talk  like  the  kids. 

“The  last  time  my  old  roommate 
telephoned,  she  said,  ‘Hey,  dude,’  and 
we  both  suddenly  knew  she  had  entered 
forbidden  territory.’  ” 

v'  Wear  a  corsage. 

•S  Introduce  body  parts  as  topics  of 
conversation. 
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Conference  Center  Campaign  Launched 


“Let’s  Get  The  Job  Done 


Leaders  from  the  nine  districts 
gathered  at  First  Church, 
Alexandria  Saturday,  February  24,  to 
launch  the  campaign  to  raise  2.3  mil¬ 
lion  dollars 

This  campaign  was  authorized  by 
the  Special  Session  of  the 
Annual  Conference  in  December.  It 
will  be  led  by  Bishop  Oden  and  Paul 
White. 

The  campaign  took  form  at  a 
meeting,  held  February  9,  of  the 
Cabinet,  the  Conference  Center  Board, 
and  the  Agenda  Committee  that 
planned  the  Special  Session.  These 
bodies  together  approved  the  plan  to 
raise  the  funds  needed  to  complete 
phase  one  of  the  center  -  -  debt  free. 
The  $2.3  million  will  pay  for  the 
unfunded  construction  costs,  sewer  sys¬ 
tem,  all  furnishings  and  start-up  costs. 

A  t  the  February  24  meeting  of  the 
xYcampaign  committee  members 
Bishop  Oden  said,  “We  all  know  why 
we  are  here  and  what  is  to  be  done.  The 
special  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference  said  to  the  125,000 
Louisiana  United  Methodists:  This  will 
be  the  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  for 
us,  our  children,  and  their  children. 
Let’s  get  the  job  done.  Let’s  not  have  a 
debt  hanging  over  our  head!” 


Following  the  meeting,  the  cam¬ 
paign  leaders  all  made  a  trip  out  to 
the  Conference  Center  site.  They  walked 
through  the  buildings.  Marcus  Wren,  of 
the  Ruston  District,  summed  up  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  group,  “It  is  thrilling  to  see 
what  we  will  have  here.  If  we  can  just  get 
Methodists  from  all  over  the  state  to 
come  and  see  what  is  being  built,  the 
$2.3  million  will  raise  itself!” 

The  funds  will  be  raised  in  three 
ways:  1)  Asking  local  churches 
that  did  not  pledge  in  the  1993  campaign 
or  did  not  meet  their  goal  to  make 
pledges.  2)  Inviting  churches  to  extend 
for  two  additional  years  the  four-year 
pledges  they  are  now  completing.  3) 
Seeking  funds  for  furnishing  the  various 
room  as  memorials  or  in  honor  of  per¬ 
sons  and  groups.  4)  Seeking  challenge 
gifts  of  $5,000  or  more.  These  pledges 
would  be  paid  over  several  years.  In 
addition, 

Churches  will  be  invited  to  extend 
for  two  additional  years 
the  four-year  pledges  they  are  now  com¬ 
pleting.  2)  Seeking  funds  for  furnishing 
the  various  rooms  as  memorials  or  in 
honor  of  persons  and  groups.  3)  Seeking 
challenge  gifts  of  $5,000  or  more. 


Conference  Center 
Contract  saves  $75,000 


Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  President 
of  the  Conference  Center  Board 
of  Trustees  (pictured  left)  is 
signing  the  contract  with  F&B 
Equipment  Company  of 
Lafayette,  Louisiana  for  a 
wastewater  plant  and  pump  sta¬ 
tion. 

This  plant  is  to  be  construct¬ 
ed  on  the  Conference  Center 
site  and  is  designed  to  treat  a 
maximum  domestic  sewage 
flow  of  100,000  gallons  a  day. 
The  cost  of  this  treatment  plant 
is  about  $75,000  under  the  bud¬ 
geted  amount  set  aside  for  this 
facility. 

Construction  should  begin 
shortly  and  be  ready  for  opera¬ 
tion  when  the  buildings  are 
completed  in  late  summer. 


Yes,  we  do  need  a  Conference  Center! 
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By  Barbara  McCaskle 

As  a  delegate  to  the  Conference 
for  FUMC,  Hammond,  I  recently 
attended  a  called  conference  regard¬ 
ing  the  conference  center.  Upon 
receiving  notice  of  the  conference,  I 
immediately  sensed  there  were 
problems  with  this  project,  since  no 
one  ever  calls  a  conference  to  give 
good  news.  My  first  reaction  -  - 
uh,  oh,  they  want  more  money.  Not 
being  committed  at  all  to  this  pro¬ 
ject,  my  feeling  was  -  -  build  it  if 
you  want,  but  don’t  bother  me  with 
it.  I  thought  there  must  be  more 
important  projects  to  get  my  money. 

We  did  go  to  the  conference, 
with  me  sitting  there  (probably  with 
a  smirk  on  my  face)  waiting  for  the 
other  shoe  to  drop.  My  only  ques¬ 


tion  was,  how  heavy  would  the  shoe 
be?  We  observed  the  skits  and  talks 
by  such  dignitaries  as  the  Bishop, 
Tom  Matheny  and  others.  Yes,  they 
needed  start-up  money.  Do  I  care? 
Not  stony- faced  me.  Then  a  retired 
minister.  Rev.  W.  C.  August,  Sr. 
from  Baton  Rouge,  came  to  the 
microphone.  He  told  how  he  and 
his  wife  had  pledged  one  thousand 
dollars,  paid  that  and  renewed  it. 
He  talked  of  his  ministry  and  pro¬ 
jects.  I  was  touched  and  beginning 
to  feel  somewhat  ashamed.  Then 
six  members  of  St.  Mark’s  Church 
in  the  Alexandria  District,  a  church 
of  about  50  members,  told  how  they 
had  made  their  pledge  and  paid  it. 
They  then  pledged  three  thousand 
dollars  more  to  furnish  a  room  and 


present  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
toward  this  goal.  I  am  really 
squirming  now. 

It  was  getting  late  by  the  time  of 
adjournment,  but  we  still  drove  to 
the  construction  site.  Even  on  a  bit¬ 
terly  cold  day  in  December,  this  is  a 
beautiful  location.  One  can  only 
imagine  what  it  will  be  in  the 
spring.  Many  churches  did  not 
pledge  their  fair  share  (mostly  large 
ones  I  might  add).  Our  church 
showed  its  usual  generosity  and 
pledged  120%  of  our  share.  As  of 
December,  we  were  on  schedule  for 
payment  of  pledges.  Charles  Ray 
and  I  will  pay  our  share  and  proba¬ 
bly  increase  it.  I  urge  you  to  do  the 
same.  This  is  a  good  thing! 


*  ♦ 
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Upcoming 

Events 


Youth  Revival _ 

Prospect  -  Prospect  UMC  will 
host  a  Youth  Revival  led  by  John 
Fugh  of  FUMC,  Pineville.  The 
Revival  runs  March  7th  through  9th 
from  6:00  to  8:30  pm.  Everyone  is 
invited.  Prospect  UMC  is  located 
west  of  Florien  on  Prospect  Road, 
turn  at  signal  light  in  Florien, 
Louisiana.  For  more  information, 
call  Rev.  Wilson  Brent  -  (318)463- 
8915. 

Briggs  Revival  - 
March  25  -27 

Abbeville  -  The  members  of  Briggs 
UMC  invite  you  to  a  revival  March  25 
-  27,  1996  at  6:30  pm.  The  Revivalist 
will  be  Dr.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell.  The 
theme  is  “Repairing  the  Breach  in 
Troublesome  Times”  based  on  Isaiah 
58:12  and  Amos  9-11.  For  more 
information  please  call  Rev.  Percell 
Church -(318)364-5780. 


"  IN  MEMORIAM  " 


1 


f.  Our  prayers  go  to  the  family  and  0 
|  friends  of  Mrs.  Betty  M.  | 
0  Peterson  who  died  February  24,  $ 
1996.  Mrs.  Peterson,  66,  is  sur-  | 
0-  vived  by  her  husband,  the 
Reverend  Robert  W.  Peterson.  Rev.  0 
0  Peterson  serves  the  Ebenezer-  § 
g  Branch  charge  in  the  Lake  Charles  § 
p  District.  She  is  also  survived  by 
0  two  children:  Sgt.  Rick  Peterson 
0  and  Renee  Peterson  Bolin;  five 
Sf  grandchildren  as  well  as  many 
0i  other  relatives  and  friends. 
s|  Funeral  services  were  held 
0  Sunday,  February  25  and  Monday, 


p  February  26  at  Indian  Bayou 
1  UMC. 

Memorials  may  be  made  to  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Conference  Center’s  Chapel,  c/o 
Nathan  Roberts,  Treasurer,  3004 
Pershing,  Alexandria,  LA  71301. 


Sunday  night 
services _ 

Baton  Rouge  -  Evangeline  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge  invites  all  to  their 
Sunday  evening  service  during  the 
month  of  March.  The  services,  which 
begin  at  5  pm,  will  be  preached  by 
Robert  and  Cee  Cee  Ross.  Robert  and 
Cee  Cee  are  candidates  for  ordained 
ministry.  The  fifth  Sunday  of  March 
will  be  a  dialogue  sermon  by  the 
Rosses. 

The  services  will  also  feature  music 
-  -  various  musical  groups  including 
the  “Evangelines”  and  lots  of  good 
singing.  Everyone  is  invited.  For 
more  information  call  the  church 
office  at  (504)356-4459. 

New  Book  Available 

Just  off  the  press  is  Heart  of  the 
City  a  new  history  of  First  UMC, 
Shreveport  by  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane.  It 
includes  the  early  circuit  riders  of 
North  Louisiana  who  developed  cir¬ 
cuits  and  churches  in  this  section  as 
well  as  the  Caddo  and  Natchitoches 
circuits.  The  book  is  $30.00  and  can 
be  ordered  through  First  UMC  by  call¬ 
ing  Gail  Head  (318)424-7771. 


Tours  and  Trips 

Heart  of  England,  Ireland,  Scotland 
and  Wales  Tour 
Leaves  July  16th  (14  days) 

Cost  $2,498  plus  fare  to  New  York 
Brochure  available 
Host:  Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs 
Call  (318)473-9277 
for  more  information. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ira  Robinson  have  been 
appointed  Louisiana  Regional  Directors 
for  Educational  Opportunities,  a  not-for- 
profit  Christian  organization  which  pro¬ 
vides  a  ministry  of  education  and  travel 
for  clergy  and  laity.  Each  program  is 
designed  to  combine  travel  with  lectures 
giving  religious,  cultural,  and  historic 
information  relative  to  the  sites  visited. 
The  Holy  Land  and  European  Trips  are 
among  the  20  opportunities  offered.  If 
you  are  interested  in  taking  a  trip,  becom¬ 
ing  a  tour  host,  or  would  like  information, 
contact  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ira  Robinson,  201 
J  Long  Plantation  Road,  Lafayette,  LA 
70508,  Phone/Fax  (318)984-6398. 


Accomplishments 


United  Methodist  Women  -  -  Pass  It  On! 

Gibsland  -  The  spirit  of  the  theme  chosen  for  UMW  Sunday  is  evident  at 
Gibsland/Oak  Grove  Methodist  Church,  Ruston  District.  The  unit  is  proud  that 
they  have  passed  the  light  of  Christ  to  succeeding  generations.  Pictured  above  is 
president,  Claudia  Shaffer.  Mrs.  Shaffer  pins  a  special  membership  recognition 
pin  on  her  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Angela  Cole,  while  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Shirley 
Payne  watches. 


“Souper  Bowl  “ 
doubles  ‘95  collection 

Several  churches  from  Louisiana 
participated  in  “Souper  Bowl  Sunday.” 
This  project  encourages  churches  to 
raise  funds  on  Super  Bowl  Sunday  to 
donate  to  local  ministries  which  feed 
people  in  need.  Over  $1,000,000  was 
raised  on  January  28,  1996,  which 
doubled  the  total  raised  in  1995. 

Check  your  fall  NetWorker  for 
more  information  on  next  year’s 
“Souper  Bowl  Sunday.” 


Minister  Published 

Plaquemine  -  A  devotion  by  Rev. 
Weldon  Bares  has  been  published  by 
The  Upper  Room  in  the  MarchVApril 
issue.  Weldon  also  writes  a  weekly 
column  for  his  local  newspaper,  The 
Plaquemine  Post  South. 


Webb  Honored  with 
Brotherhood/ 
Sisterhood  Award 

Shreveport  -  Dr.  Donald  Webb  was 
named  one  of  three  recipients  of  the 
30th  Annual  National  Conference 
Brotherhood/Sisterhood  Humanitarian 
Award  given  by  the 
Shreveport/Bossier  City  Region  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews.  Webb,  the  former  president  of 
Centenary  College,  is  being  recog¬ 
nized  for  his  contribution  in  promot¬ 
ing  understanding  and  respect  for  all 
races,  religions  and  cultures  through 
education,  advocacy  and  conflict  reso¬ 
lution.  Ascension  Smith  and  Mandel 
Selber,  Jr.  received  this  honor  with 
Webb  at  the  February  22nd  dinner. 
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Depot  dedicated  at 


Sager-Brown 


A  call  to  reach  out  to  those  in  need 
was  identified  almost  130  years  ago  and 
the  institution  we  know  as  the  Sager- 
Brown  Center  was  created.  Its  exis¬ 
tence  has  been  an  important  and  vital 
link  to  the  community  of  Baldwin 
although  it  struggled  to  keep  open  many 
times.  When  the  center  was  closed  in 
1978,  it  would  have  been  hard  to  imag¬ 
ine  what  the  future  held  for  this  proper¬ 
ty- 

From  the  eye  of  the  storm  (Hurricane 
Andrew)  many  miracles  occurred.  On 
Friday,  March  1,  1996  a  dream  became 
a  reality.  Over  300  people  from 
UMCOR  and  the  Louisiana  Conference 
gathered  to  celebrate  and  dedicate  the 
UMCOR  Disaster  Relief  Depot  at 
Sager-Brown. 

On  hand  for  the  celebration  was 


I  have  chosen  and 
consecrated  this  house  .  .  . 
So  that  my  name 
may  be  there  forever; 
my  eyes  and  my  heart 
will  be  there  for  all  time. 

2  Chronicles  7: 1 6 


Wayne  Breaux, 

Mayor  of  Baldwin; 

Lee  Cooke,  Music 
Director  at  Asbury 
UMC,  Lafayette; 

Oliver  Davidson, 

Director  of  In-kind 
Donationsfor  the 
American  Red 
Cross;  Annette  Funk,  Financial 
Interpretation,  Women’s  Division,  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries; 
Rev.  James  Kirk,  Trinity  UMC, 
Baldwin;  Kenneth  Lutgen,  Jr.,  Associate 
General  Secretary,  UMCOR;  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden;  Walter  Parker,  Sr., 
Chair  of  the  Sager-Brown  Board  of 
Directors;  Sarah  Schoeffler,  Director  of 
Sager-Brown  Center;  Connie  Takamine, 
Treasurer,  Women’s  Division  of  the 


UMCOR  Disaster  Relief  Depot  at  Sager-Brown 


Leading  worship  for 
the  dedication  of  the 
UMCOR  Depot  at 
Sager-Brown  Center 
are:  Lee  Cooke, 
Bishop  Oden,  Oliver 
Davidson,  Sarah 
Schoeffler,  Kenneth 
Lutgen  and  Connie 
Takamine. 


The  Depot  has  two 
clothes  balers  that 
will  allow  ten  times 
the  clothing  to  be 
shipped  than  through 
normal  packaging. 


General 
Board  of 

Global  Ministries;  and  Rev.  Terry 
Willis,  Acadiana  District 
Superintendent. 

Mayor  Wayne  Breaux  of  Baldwin 
expressed  a  feeling  of  gratitude  for  the 
work  of  the  church  to  all  present  as  he 
described  the  disaster  following 
Hurricane  Andrew  and  the  response  of 
the  church,  “I  prayed 
and  asked  God  for 
help.  My  prayers  were 
answered  far  beyond 
my  expectations.” 

Oliver  Davidson  of 
the  Red  Cross  told 
those  present,  “Today, 

Baldwin  is  not  just  on 
the  Louisiana  or  U.  S. 
map  it  is  on  the  world 
map  .  .  .  and  you 
deserve  that.” 

Mr.  Davidson  spoke 
to  the  congregation  of 
a  new  movement  in  dis¬ 
aster  response,  in-kind 
donations.  He  stated 
that  the  move  to  in-kind  donations  is 
symbolized  by  this  building.  “In-kind 
donation"  is  defined  as  everything  but 
money.  Often  it  is  crucial  to  provide  not 
money  but  the  materials  needed  during 
and  after  a  disaster,  when  those  items 
may  be  in  short  supply  or  difficult  to 
find. 

In  the  past  in-kind  donations  present¬ 


ed  a  problem  for  the  charity  receiving 
them  since  it  was  necessary  to  find  a 
storage  space  to  house  the  donation 
until  it  was  distributed.  The  Sager- 
Brown  facility  will  be  able  not  only  to 
store  but  also  process  these  donations. 

Bishop  Oden  commended  UMCOR 
and  the  Louisiana  Conference  for  the 
work  done  through  Sager-Brown.  He 


How  much  will  this  48,000  square  foot  depot  hold?  Only 
time  will  tell. 


encouraged  everyone  to  continue  to  be 
involved  in  this  work.  He  said,  “Those 
who  are  seeking  God  in  these  days, 
stand  with  those  oppressed  -  -  that’s 
where  God  is  standing.” 

The  depot  is  ready  to  receive  materi¬ 
als  to  be  shipped  around  the  world.  For 
more  information,  including  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  volunteer,  call  the  Sager-Brown 
Center  at  (318)923-6238. 
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Mission  Saturation  Event 

MISSION  ALIVE! 


Rev.  Roy  Katayama,  retired  Western  Jurisdiction  Field 
Representative,  is  pictured  talking  with  Steve  Martin  of  Lakeview 
UMC,  Shreveport.  Martin  led  a  mission  team  to  the  Appalachian 
Service  Project  in  Jonesville,  VA.  last  summer. 


by  Dr.  Wayne 
Evans, 

Lakeview 
UMC, 

Shreveport 

Shreveport 
District’s 
Mission  Alive 
was  a  great  success  Feb.  24-27. 
Nineteen  mission  interpreters  spoke  at 
sixty-one  different  events  at  area  con¬ 
gregations  with  approximately  2600 
persons  participating.  Almost  every  one 
of  the  forty-four  charges  in  the  district 
participated. 

Mission  Alive  began  with  a 
“Louisiana  Shrimp  Boil”  at  Lakeview 
UMC  in  Shreveport  prepared  by  Brad 
and  Gina  Bearden  for  the  mission  inter¬ 
preters  who  came  from  missions  in 
Lumberton,  NC;  Denver,  CO.;  Albany, 
NY;  Memphis,  TN;  Cuban  Initiative; 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans; 
Heifer  Project  of  Perryville,  AR.; 
Russian  Initiative;  Red  Bird  Mission  in 
Kentucky;  Habitat  for  Humanity;  and 
Appalachian  Service  Project. 

Summer  Grove  UMC  hosted  twenty 
booths  at  a  Mission  Fair  on  Feb.  25  to 
celebrate  local  and  distant  opportunities 
for  persons  to  be  in  mission.  That  same 
day  North  Highlands  UMC  hosted  the 
Northern  Subdistrict  Missions  Forum. 

Rev.  Sue  Pugh,  of  the  Sager-Brown 
Mission  Center,  led  eighty  persons 
attending  the  Missions  Workshop  at 
Coushatta  UMC  on  Feb.  27. 

Twenty-six  clergy  attended  a  seminar 
on  Feb.  26  led  by  Alice  Trost,  former 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  of  the  Troy  Annual  Conference 
and  now  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Field  Representative  for  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction. 

Special  offerings  were  received  at 
each  event,  to  benefit  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ekaterinburg, 
Russia  and  the  UM  Committee  on 
Relief  for  Bosnia,  were  in  excess  of 


$3,000.  Chair  of  the  event  was  Mrs. 
Lueburda  Myers,  and  co-chairs  were 
Rev.  Willis  Dear  and  Dr.  Wayne  Evans. 
Joyce  Dudley  and  Betty  Johnson  of 
Lakeview  UMC  and  Ron  Feaster  of 
Love  Chapel  in  Haugton  were  assisted 
by  laity  who  housed  and  fed  the  mis¬ 
sion  interpreters. 

Look  for  more  information 
on  MSE  Events  from  other  districts 
in  future  editions. 

Nominations 
sought  for 
Sojourner  Truth 
Award 

The  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  seeks  nominations  for 
its  annual  Sojourner  Truth  Award.  The 
award  recognizes  a  woman  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for  her 
contributions  as  a  caring  Christian  to 
her  congregation  and  community.  Rev. 
Marva  Mitchell  is  chairperson  of  the 
Sojourner  Truth  Award  committee. 
The  award  will  be  presented  at  the 
COSROW  luncheon  on  June  4,  1996 
during  Annual  Conference. 

Send  your  nomination,  postmarked 
no  later  than  April  12,  1996,  to  COS- 
ROW  chairperson: 

Mary  Louise  Cassingham 
2450  Hudson  Place 
New  Orleans,  LA  70131 


1996  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Subscription  Campaign 

SPREAD  THE  WORD 

. .  brothers  and  sisters,  pray  for  us,  so  that  the  word  of  the  Lord 

may  spread  rapidly  and  be  glorified  everywhere,  just  as  it  is  among 

you ...”  2  Thessalonians  3:1 

“Spread  the  Word”  is  the  theme  for  the  1996  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Review  Subscription  Campaign  to  be  held  during  the  month  of  April.  The 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Review  is  your  paper  for  conference  news  and 
resources. 

The  purpose  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Review  and  the  NetWorker 
is  to  keep  members  of  the  church  involved  and  updated  in  the  work  and  min¬ 
istry  of  the  General  Church,  Louisiana  Conference  and  sister  churches  in  the 
conference.  By  intentionally  and  prayerfully  sharing  our  stories  of  faith  and 
carrying  out  the  work  of  the  church,  church  members  are  encouraged  and 
empowered  to  spread  the  word  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  world. 

LUM  is  published  by  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  and  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  in  Dallas,  Texas.  It  has  several  different  components: 

1)  Conference  news  and  information  (pages  1,  2,  1 1,  and  12), 

2)  National  Church  information  on  pages  3-10 

3)  Conference  resource  paper  -  The  NetWorker  -  published  monthly  as 

an  insert  to  LUM. 

The  paper  is  published  bi-weekly  -  26  issues  a  year.  An  annual  subscription 
is  $12.50  and  can  be  purchased  through  the  conference  office. 

The  conference  pages  are  written  by  members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
and  conference  staff.  They  are  edited  and  compiled  into  the  newspaper  format 
by  your  editorial  staff  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  paper  is  set  up  on  computer  and 
sent  to  Dallas  to  be  printed.  The  national  news  is  handled  in  Dallas. 

All  members  of  the  annual  conference  are  invited  to  be  a  part  of  the  Review 
team.  If  you  or  your  church  has  a  story  that  would  be  of  interest  to  the  confer¬ 
ence,  please  send  it  to  the  Editor  at  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802, 
or  call  (504)346-1646. 

Thank  you  for  remembering  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Review  in 
your  prayers  during  the  month  of  April. 


Reflections 
on  the 
Conference 
Center 


Continued  on  page  11 


Bishop  William  Oden  with  Nicole 
Sullivan  of  the  Ruston  District. 
Nicole  was  one  of  the  storytellers 
during  the  meeting  in  Ruston. 


The  inside  of  the  all  purpose  building  under  con¬ 
struction  at  the  conference  center  site. 


Each  district  is  holding  meetings  concerning  the  cam¬ 
paign  to  raise  funds  for  the  Conference  Center.  Meeting 
in  this  picture  are  leaders  from  the  Ruston  District. 
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13  clergy  challenge 
Confessing  Movement 


-j  What  are  the  group's  objections? 

A  group  critical  of  the  “Confessing  Movement”  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church  (see  related  story)  says  the  movement  has: 

^  Too  narrow  a  scriptural  understanding  of  Jesus; 

S  Reflects  little  of  the  diversity  of  theological  interpretation  in  the  New 
Testament  and  many  forms  of  confession  in  the  early  church; 

S  Approaches  doctrine  that  is  characteristic  of  the  Reformed  tradition 
of  John  Calvin  and  not  of  the  Anglican  tradition,  the  doctrinal  home  of 
Wesley; 

^  Assumes  that  there  is  a  destructive  movement  in  the  church  challeng¬ 
ing  the  primacy  of  Scripture  and  accepting  beliefs  incompatible  with  the 
church; 

S  Is  troubled  by  feminist  theology; 

^  Is  severely  threatened  by  the  survival  of  what  has  become  known  as 
the  Wesleyan  Quadrilateral  (Scripture,  reason,  tradition  and  experience) 
and  places  Scripture  and  tradition  as  the  only  authorities  in  theological 
thinking; 

^  Serves  as  a  thin  veil  for  authoritarian,  exclusive  understanding  of 
Christ; 

^  Omits  social  issues  that  Jesus  and  the  apostles  stressed; 

*  Understands  salvation  as  primarily  personal  and  private  and  fails  to 
relate  sin  to  social  structures  that  oppress; 

^  Suggests  that  neither  individuals  nor  groups  may  follow  conscience 
and 

^  Promotes  a  Reformed  theology  and  confessional  stance  at  the  expense 
of  reasoning  together  as  Wesley  would  have  done. 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

Thirteen  ordained  United  Methodist 
ministers,  including  faculty  from  three 
of  the  church’s  13  seminaries,  issued  a 
document  Feb.  15  challenging  a  group 
within  the  church  known  as  the 
“Confessing  Movement.” 

The  critics  said  the  “movement”  is 
misleading  and  its  understanding  of 
Christ  is  “subtle  idolatry.” 

Convened  by  the  Rev.  Frank  Dorsey, 
senior  pastor  of  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Prairie  Village, 
Kan.,  the  13  clergy  released  their  com¬ 
plaints  at  the  suburban  Kansas  City 
church. 

Signers  of  the  12-page  document 
included  the  Revs.  E.  Dale  Dunlap, 
Lindsey  Pherigo,  Tex  Sample  and  John 
M.  Swomley,  all  professors  or  retired 
professors  at  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  the  Rev. 
Don  Messer,  president  at  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver,  and  the  Rev.  John 
B.  Cobb  Jr.,  a  retired  professor  at  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 
(Calif). 

“Critical  Challenge  to  the 
‘Confessing  Movement’”  finds  fault 
with  the  movement’s  perspective  on 
Scripture,  the  early  church,  John 
Wesley  (founder  of  Methodism),  theol¬ 
ogy  and  ethics  (see  list  of  specifics 
above  right). 

The  Kansas/Missouri-based  group  is 
sending  its  report  to  the  996  delegates 


to  General  Conference,  the  church’s  top 
legislative  body,  which  meets  April  lb- 
26  in  Denver. 

The  Confessing  Movement  likewise 
has  submitted  a  document  to  all  dele¬ 
gates.  Its  principal  drafters  include  fac¬ 
ulty  members  from  two  other  United 
Methodist  seminaries,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
C.  Oden  from  Drew  Theological  School 
in  Madison,  N.J.,  and  the  Rev.  William 
J.  Abraham  from  Southern  Methodist 
University’s  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  (see  accompanying  response 
below  from  Dr.  Abraham). 

The  Confessing  Movement,  which 
claims  a  following  of  18,000-20,000 
United  Methodists,  calls  for  a  renewal 
of  “classical  Christian  teaching”  and  a 
“new  level  of  integrity  in  upholding  our 
(the  church’s)  historic  doctrinal  stan¬ 
dards.” 

What  the  Confessing  Movement 
regards  as  a  doctrinally  correct  position, 
said  Mr.  Dorsey,  “will  not  bode  well  for 
the  future  mission  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  a  rapidly  changing 
society.”  He  said  his  group  hopes  to 
create  a  dialogue  about  the  purpose  and 
mission  of  the  church. 

The  Confessing  Movement  statement 
is  not  a  confession  as  a  way  of  affirm¬ 
ing  one’s  faith,  said  Dr.  Dunlap,  but  a 
“confessionalism,”  a  litmus  test  of 
orthodoxy. 

He  said  such  an  official  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  Christian  doctrines  would  be 
“foreign  to  Wesley  and  the  United 
Methodist  tradition.” 


The  three-page  Confessional 
Statement  released  in  April  calls  on  the 
denomination  to  reclaim  and  re-ignite 
its  doctrinal  heritage. 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  it 
declares,  “suffers  from  private  versions 
of  the  faith  that  do  not  find  their  root  in 
Scripture”  and  is  “incapable  of  confess¬ 
ing  with  one  voice  the  orthodox  trinitar¬ 
ian  faith.” 

In  addition  to  calling  for  orthodoxy 
in  theological  matters,  the  confessional 
statement  condemns  homosexuality  and 


abortion  and  decries  experimentation 
“with  pagan  ritual  and  practice.” 

The  Confessing  Movement  was 
launched  in  April  1994  when  more  than 
100  United  Methodists  met  in  Atlanta 
by  invitation  to  share  concern  for  the 
church’s  “abandonment  of  the  truth  of 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as  revealed  in 
Scripture  and  asserted  in  the  classic 
Christian  tradition  and  historic  ecu¬ 
menical  creeds.” 

United  Methodist  News  Service  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  story. 


Confessing  Movements  principal  drafter  responds  to  critics 


The  Rev.  William  J.  Abraham,  a 
principal  drafter  of  the  Confessing 
Movement  statement,  provided  the 
Review  this  response  to  the  latest  crit¬ 
icism  of  his  group’s  work: 

While  the  critics’  document  does  not 
say  that  it  is  offered  as  part  of  an  ongo¬ 
ing  dialogue,  I  receive  it  unreservedly 
in  that  spirit. 

The  confessing  statement  was  a  flare 
sent  up  like  a  laser  beam  into  the  night 
sky.  The  writers  of  the  “Critical 
Challenge”  read  it  as  a  full  fireworks  of 
theological  commitment. 

One  result  of  this  basic  mistake  is 
obvious:  omission  is  read  as  rejection. 
Many  of  the  objections  made  here 
against  the  confessing  statement  as  a 
reductionist  account  of  the  Christian 


faith  could  equally  well  have  been 
made  against  the  Barmen  Declaration  in 
Germany.  They  could  certainly  have 
been  made  against 
Athanasius. 

Moreover,  there  are 
serious  factual  errors. 

For  example,  the  docu¬ 
ment  accuses  the  con¬ 
fessional  statement  of 
stifling  freedom  of 
conscience. 

This  is  not  true. 

What  has  been  misread 
is  the  claim  that  the 
church  should  not  allow  the  conscience 
of  any  individual  to  displace  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  Word  of  God. 

At  this  stage  in  the  debate,  which  has 
been  joined  in  earnest,  two  crucial 


William 

Abraham 
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points  are  in  order. 

First,  the  document  rehearses  the 
standard  account  of  pluralism,  the 
Quadrilateral,  and  the  reading  of  United 
Methodist  history  correlated  with  these. 
In  doing  so,  it  ignores  the  arguments 
about  the  identity  of  United  Methodist 
doctrine  which  are  in  the  public  domain 
and  which  call  into  question  the  con¬ 
ventional  wisdom  displayed  here.  The 
document  nowhere  recognizes  that  it  is 
exactly  this  underlying  framework 
which  has  been  found  wanting — and  for 
very  good  reason. 

Second,  the  document  would  appear 
to  repudiate  the  adequacy  of  the  faith  of 
the  church  catholic  on  the  person  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  faith  of  the  church 
catholic  is  taken  as  so  diverse  and  rela¬ 
tive,  or  as  so  influenced  by  imperialism, 


patriarchy,  sexism,  elitism,  pre-modem 
concepts  and  the  like,  that  it  would  be  a 
brave  soul  who  would  embrace  it  today, 
once  the  acids  of  criticism  developed 
here  are  applied.  In  fact  those  who  are 
committed  to  the  classical  faith  of  the 
church  on  the  identity  of  Jesus  Christ 
are  accused  of  nothing  less  than  idolatry. 

Hence  this  document  itself  shows  why 
we  so  badly  need  a  confessing  movement 
in  our  church  at  this  point  in  its  history. 

Many  United  Methodists,  both  lay 
and  clergy,  are  waking  up  to  see  this. 
Many  of  those  who  prefer  to  sit  on  the 
sidelines  are  glad  that  the  flare  has  gone 
up  into  the  night  sky. 

Dr.  Abraham  is  Albert  Cook  Outler 
Professor  of  Wesley  Studies  at  Southern 
Methodist  University's  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 
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Jesus  and  I  are  weeping  over  Jerusalem 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

Jesus  was  back  on  the  Mount  of 
Olives  last  week  weeping  over 
Jerusalem.  I  was  with  him.  We  held 
hands  and  sang  a  verse  from  “Be  Not 
Afraid." 

Its  words  included:  “If  you  stand 
before  the  power  of  hell  and  death  is  at 
your  side,  know  that  I  am  with  you 
through  it  all.” 

It  was  the  same  hymn  that  I  heard 
Susan  Sarandon  sing  last  week  to  Sean 
Penn  in  the  movie  “Dead  Man 
Walking.”  I  thought  about  how  some 
opponents  of  the  death  penalty  describe 
capital  punishment  as  “state  terror.” 

I  recalled  how  many  describe  what 
Hamas  has  done  in  Ashkelon,  in 
Jerusalem  and  Tel  Aviv  these  past  days 
as  “terror  against  the  state.”  I  see  Jews, 
Arabs,  Americans,  Romanians  all  lying 
together — their  blood,  body  parts  and 
book  bags  blown  together  in  a  mad¬ 
man’s  mayhem. 

One  of  the  dead,  Sara  Duker,  lived 
less  than  two  miles  from  me.  Yesterday 
I  watched  the  widow  Leah  Rabin  accept 
an  honorary  degree  for  herself  and  her 
late  husband,  Yitzhak,  at  a  university 
four  miles  from  my  home,  two  from 
Sara  Duker's. 

“We  are  going  to  win  this  struggle 
for  peace,  no  matter  how  many  attempts 
there  will  be  on  our  lives  .  .  .  There  will 


be  an  end  to  it.  The  good  will  win  the 
evil,  and  this  is  a  horrible  evil  that  is 
being  executed,”  Leah  says,  her  voice 
shaking.  “We  are  horrified.  We  are  ter¬ 
rified.  We  hate  it.” 

At  my  local  Catholic  church,  the 
number  of  parishioners  who  had  reser¬ 
vations  to  go  on  a  trip  to  the  Holy  Land 
with  our  pastor  next  month  has  fallen 
from  3 1  to  27  in  a  week.  A  woman  who 
has  her  heart  set  on  going  and  who 
knows  I’ve  been  many  times  to  Israel 
confesses  her  anxiety. 

It  is  easier  to  sing  “Be  Not  Afraid” 
with  Jesus  than  to  tell  her  that  her  fears 
are  unfounded. 

“What  would  you  do?”  she  asks. 

“I  would  go,”  I  tell  her.  I  would  go, 
because  the  sister  of  Sara  Duker  has 
already  gone  back,  because  several  of 
my  Jewish  friends  have  allowed  their 
children  to  stay  despite  the  violence, 
because  of  the  50  nations  that  I  have  vis¬ 
ited,  lived  in,  filed  articles  from — none 
is  as  fascinating  as  is  “The  Holy  Land.” 

To  walk  in  the  path  of  the  prophets, 
the  kings,  the  ancestors  of  Jesus,  the 
apostles,  the  women  at  the  well  and  at 
the  tomb,  the  early  church  fathers  and 
others  is  to  be  a  pilgrim  in  search  of 
one’s  own  spiritual  birthplace. 

The  more  often  I  go  up  to  Jerusalem, 
the  more  it  feels  not  like  a  hometown 
but  like  a  refuge. 

I  remember  meeting  a  very  short  Jew 


Commentary 


Editor's  Note:  Patricia 
Lefevere  is  a  freelance 
journalist  from  Tenafly, 
N.J.,  who  has  traveled 
throughout  the  Middle 
East  many  times.  The 
Review  asked  her  to  write 
her  impression  of  chances 
for  peace  in  Israel \  based 
on  her  wide  acquaintances  there  with  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  religious  faiths. 


visiting  the  Great  Synagogue  in 
Western  Jerusalem  some  years  ago.  He 
asked  me:  “Doesn’t  this  place  make  you 
feel  six  feet  tall?” 

I  am  not  feeling  tall  today  but  dimin¬ 
ished  by  all  the  violence  in  the  land  of 
the  three  Abrahamic  faiths.  I  think  of 
dear  Palestinian  friends — Christian 
Arabs  in  the  Upper  Galilee,  Muslims  in 
the  Old  City  and  outside  Jerusalem — all 
of  whom  face  greater  suspicion,  harass¬ 
ment,  curtailment  and  security  checks 
as  a  result  of  the  killings. 

They  will  be  stereotyped  with  the 
broad  brush  stroke  of  “Arab,”  meaning 
“to  be  feared,”  “potential  terrorist,”  “sus¬ 
pect.”  Yet  I  have  ridden  in  their  cars, 
eaten  in  their  homes,  played  with  their 
children,  worshipped  in  their  churches. 

Unfortunately,  few  tourists  get  the 


chance  to  meet  with  local  Christians  and 
Muslims  while  in  Israel.  Most  tours  are 
booked  through  Israeli  agents  with 
Israelis  serving  as  guides  to  the  Christian 
Holy  Places  and  seldom  taking  visitors 
into  the  great  mosques  of  Islam. 

Although  3  percent  of  the  population 
of  Israel/Palestine  is  Christian,  foreign 
Christians  most  often  leave  having  had 
no  contact  with  these  indigenous  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  of  the  faith,  some  of 
whom  trace  their  families  to  the  first 
Christian  Church  of  Jerusalem.  Unless 
one  books  with  a  Palestinian  tour  oper¬ 
ator,  one  stands  virtually  no  chance  of 
having  a  Christian  guide. 

What  Hamas  fanatics  seek  to  do  is 
not  so  much  to  target  Jews  or  even  the 
state  of  Israel — after  all,  some  of  the 
dead  were  Arabs. 

Rather  these  terrorists  are  intent  on 
stopping  the  negotiations  between 
Israel  and  the  Palestinian  Authority, 
thereby  ending  the  peace  process. 

But  the  power  of  bombs  is  bankrupt 
when  people  dedicate  themselves  to 
peace.  American  Christians  must  show 
their  revulsion  at  this  carnage,  their 
sympathy  for  the  sufferers  and  their  sol¬ 
idarity  with  Palestinians  who  are  scape¬ 
goated  because  of  the  actions  of  some 
suicidal  bombers  among  them. 

“The  good  will  win  the  evil,”  Leah 
Rabin  believes. 

I  hear  Jesus,  the  Nazarene  of  non¬ 
violence,  say:  “Be  Not  Afraid.” 


'Freedom  of  movement  is 
not  freedom  from  fear ' 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

One  thing  and  one  thing 
alone  allows  United 
Methodist  missionary  Alex 
Awad  to  move  freely 
between  Palestinian  and 
Jewish  sections  of  Israel 
despite  the  recent  post-bomb¬ 
ing  crackdowns  on  most  such 
movement. 

“I  am  one  of  those  lucky 
Palestinians  to  have  an 
American  citizenship  and  visa,” 
he  told  the  Review  from  his 
home  in  Bethlehem. 

Freedom  of  movement  is 
not  the  same  as  freedom  from 
fear,  though,  he  said.  He  and 
his  wife,  Brenda,  kept  their 
children  home  several  days 
after  a  bus  bombing  near  the 
Anglican  Church  school  they 
attend  in  Jerusalem. 

“For  us  personally  and  I’m 
sure  for  many  others,  this  is  a 
shaky  situation,”  he  said.  After 
one  bomb  exploded  early  on  a 
Sunday  morning,  several 
members  of  the  small  Baptist 


church  he  serves  in  Jerusalem 
called  to  say  they  wouldn’t 
attend  ser¬ 
vices  that 
day. 

He  said 
Palestinians 
are  saddened 
over  the  loss  of 
innocent  life — 
Jewish, 
Palestinian 
and  Christian  lives,  he  pointed 
out — but  they  are  suffering  under 
strict  curfews  and  other  collective 
punishment  imposed  because  of 
the  acts  of  a  few  terrorists. 

“The  entire  Christian  com¬ 
munity  here  has  denounced  the 
bombings  as  cruel  acts,"  he  said, 
“but  slamming  the  door  on  the 
Palestinians  won’t  solve  any¬ 
thing.” 

According  to  Ecumenical 
News  International  out  of 
Geneva,  thousands  of  Israeli 
troops  have  erected  barricades 
around  more  than  400  West 
Bank  communities,  confining 
the  1 .2  million  Palestinian  resi¬ 
dents  “until  further  notice.” 


Jerusalem  bombings  not  near  pilgrim  sites 
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Map  not  to  scale 


The  locator  map  above  shows  the  relationships 
between  recent  bombings  in  Jerusalem  and  sites  fre¬ 
quently  visited  by  Christian  pilgrims.  Information  for 
this  map  was  provided  by  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  Bob  and  Peggy  Hannum,  whose  office  also 
is  located  in  relation  to  the  sites  and  bombings  (see 
related  article  on  next  page). 
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Situation  in  chaos  since  bombings 


By  ROBERT  HANNUM 

Editor's  Mote:  The  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Hannum—Bob  and  Peggy— are 
United  Methodist  liaisons  in  Jerusalem. 
They  shared  this  report  at  this  newspa¬ 
per's  request. 

The  recent  bombing  attacks  have 
left  us  in  a  dazed  and  sad  state. 
Coming  into  Jerusalem  from 
Ramallah,  some  seven  miles  north 
of  the  city,  two  checkposts  have 
been  added,  and  it  took  us  one  hour 
to  make  tire  trip  in  the  midst  of  care¬ 
ful  checks. 

For  the  first  time  in  months  our 
passports  have  been  checked  for 
visas.  Many  cars  ahead  of  us,  dri¬ 
ven  by  Palestinians,  were  turned 
back  and  not  permitted  to  go 
through  the  checkposts. 

Bombing  on  Jaffa  Road 

In  Jerusalem  the  two  bus-bomb¬ 
ings  were  on  Jaffa  Road  in  West 
Jerusalem.  One  location  is  one-half 
mile  from  the  Old  City  and  several 
miles  from  hotels  in  which  United 
Methodists  and  other  pilgrims  usu¬ 
ally  stay.  Peggy  and  I  live  in  Beit 
Hanina,  an  Arab  community  some 
five  miles  from  the  site. 

Most  of  the  holy  sites  within  the 
Old  City  walls  are  not  close  to  the 
site  of  the  bombing. 

We  have  not  met  anybody,  Arab 
nor  Jew,  who  is  not  sad,  frustrated 
and  uncertain  of  the  future. 
Somehow,  we  must  find  ways  to  rid 
the  streets  of  violence  so  that  peace 
and  justice  can  take  root.  The  cur¬ 
rent  situation  is  one  of  chaos. 

We  are  trying  to  develop  ways  of 
protesting  the  violence,  with  support 
from  Jew,  Arab  and  expatriates. 

In  a  related  event,  Diane  Roe,  a 
United  Methodist  from  Corning, 
New  York,  and  Bob  Naiman  from 
Chicago,  two  members  of  the 
Christian  Peacemakers  Team  in 
Hebron,  have  been  released  from 
house  arrest  by  the  Israeli  Defense 
Force.  They  had  been  protesting 
the  demolition  of  houses  in  Hebron 


"We  have  not  met  anybody ,  Arab 
nor  Jew ,  who  is  not  sad,  frustrated 
and  uncertain  of  the  future ." 

—The  Rev.  Robert  Hannum 
Missionary  in  Middle  East 


by  praying  after  the  bombing  of  the 
bus  on  Feb.  29. 

Faxes  to  Prime  Minister  Peres’ 
office  by  Bishop  James  Mathews 
of  the  United  Methodist  New  York 
Annual  Conference  and  other 
church  leaders  may  have  helped. 

This  current  rash  of  bombings 
has  occurred  since  the  killing  of 
Abu  Ayyash,  “The  Engineer”  (the 
one  who  trained  bombers),  in  Gaza, 
in  early  January.  It  seems  that  this 
killing  invited  retaliation,  and,  sure 
enough,  it  came! 

More  force  not  the  answer 

Thoughtful  people,  both  Jew  and 
Palestinian,  are  saying  that  more 
and  more  force  is  not  the  answer. 
The  only  answer  is  peace  with  jus¬ 
tice.  Security  will  be  born  out  of 
peace  with  justice — an  authentic 
peace  on  the  ground  which  permits 
freedom  of  movement,  release  of 
6,000  Palestinian  prisoners  as  inter¬ 
national  talks  in  Oslo  have  demand¬ 
ed,  the  stopping  of  the  taking  of 
land  for  the  expansion  of  settle¬ 
ments,  especially  around  East 
Jerusalem,  and  the  demolition  and 
sealing  of  Palestinian  homes. 

It  will  come  with  a  new 
Palestinian  State  in  West  Bank  and 
in  Gaza.  Many  people  here  on  both 
sides  favor  this  solution. 

Unfortunately,  all  of  the  above  has 
gone  on  since  both  the  Oslo  gather¬ 
ings.  Nothing  really  has  changed,  and 
the  towns  from  which  the  Israeli 
Defense  Force  has  retreated  are  now 
Bantus  tans  (small  enclaves  surrounded 
by  police  units)  with  more  checkposts 
and  tighter  checking.  The  streets  of 
Arab  East  Jerusalem  are  empty  of 
people.  Palestinian  workers  are  not 


getting  into  Jerusalem  if  they  live  in 
West  Bank  or  Gaza.  More  foreign 
workers  are  being  imported  by 
Israel.  Palestinian  doctors  and  nurs¬ 
es  cannot  get  to  the  hospitals  and 
clinics. 

Prime  Minister  Peres  has  declared 
the  need  for  the  separation  of  the 
two  peoples.  But  this  “separation’ 
has  been  going  on  for  many  years. 
The  Palestinian  economy,  already  a 
shambles,  will  become  a  disaster. 
Real  peace  is  needed! 

Is  travel  safe? 

One  more  note:  We  always  tell 
people  that  they  must  decide 
whether  or  not  to  travel  here.  We 
think  it  is  safe.  But  nobody  can 
guarantee  safety  in  any  city  or  town 
in  the  United  States.  Nor  can  we  do 
it  here.  One  must  decide  for  one¬ 
self.  We  would  not  hesitate  to  travel 
in  any  country  in  the  Middle  East  at 
any  time,  as  we  have  done  many 
times  over  many  years. 

Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem, 
pray  for  the  victims  of  the  attacks, 
their  families,  all  those  who  grieve 
and  for  the  Palestinian  people  as 
well,  very,  very  few  of  whom  are 
applauding  these  attacks.  In  fact, 
they  cry  for  the  victims  but  they  also 
know  that  there  are  reasons  for  these 
attacks.  Twenty-nine  years  of  occu¬ 
pation  have  taken  their  toll.  Things 
have  not  changed  that  much,  despite 
a  “peace  process.” 

Israel  is  not  asking  the  key  ques¬ 
tion:  “Why  are  these  bombings  tak¬ 
ing  place?” 

Asking  the  question  and  serious¬ 
ly  discussing  answers  are  the 
beginnings  of  real  change.  Life 
cannot  be  lived  forever  in  fear! 


Church  leaders  condemn  bombing 


Leaders  of  three  United 
Methodist  churchwide  agencies 
issued  a  300-word  statement 
March  7  in  response  to  the  bomb¬ 
ings  in  Israel. 

They  condemned  violence  in  the 
Middle  East  and  appealed  to 
United  Methodists  and  other  peo¬ 
ples  of  faith  across  the  world  “to 
pray  that  peacemakers  in  the 
Middle  East  will  be  strengthened  in 
their  determination  to  seek  just 
solutions  to  the  long-standing  con¬ 
flicts  which  perpetuate  the  cycles 
of  violence.” 

They  also  called  upon  United 


Methodists  “to  foster  and  support 
conversations  and  actions  among 
Jews,  Muslims  and  Christians.” 

“We  are  all  people  with  a  com¬ 
mon  heritage  who,  as  sisters  and 
brothers  in  faith,  are  called  togeth¬ 
er  in  reconciliation,”  the  six  men 
said.  “May  we  be  faithful  to  the 
God  whose  vision  of  peace  incor¬ 
porates  us  all.” 

Signing  the  statement  were 
Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  and  the 
Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett, 
president  and  general  secretary, 
respectively.  General  Board  of 


"We  are  alt  people 
with  a  common  heritage 
...  as  sisters  and 
brothers  in  faith . ...  " 

Church  and  Society;  Bishop  F. 
Herbert  Skeete  and  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  and  Bishop 
William  Boyd  Grove  and  the  Rev. 
Bruce  Robbins,  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns. 
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Faith 

- watch 

STUDENT  LOANS:  Zimbabwean  President 
Robert  Mugabe  announced  recently  that  his  govern¬ 
ment  will  begin  offering  loans  and  grants  to 
Zimbabwean  students  studying  within  the  coun¬ 
try  at  private  institutions  such  as  United 
Methodist-related  Africa  University.  Mr.  Mugabe 
assured  a  delegation  of  visiting  United  Methodists 
that  whatever  financial  assistance  is  offered  to  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  University  of  Zimbabwe  and  the 
National  University  for  Science  and  Technology — 
both  state  institutions — will  be  available  for  stu¬ 
dents  at  Africa  University. 

HEALTH  CARE  SABBATH:  The  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
and  the  Washington  office  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries’  Women’s  Division  are 
preparing  materials  to  help  churches  observe 
Health  Care  Sabbath  during  the  spring.  A  packet 
of  materials  for  the  observance  is  available  for  $5 
from  100  Maryland  Ave.  NE,  Room  200 
Washington,  DC  20002. 

CORRECTION:  A  feature  article  on  The  Upper 
Room’s  new  devotional  magazine  for  youths, 
Devo’Zine,  (see  Review,  March  8)  should  have  indi¬ 
cated  that  the  target  age  group  is  12-to-18  and  that 
the  magazine’s  creation  was  based  on  a  petition  to 
the  church’s  1992  General  Conference.  The 
Review  regrets  the  references  to  ages  1 8-25  and  to 
the  1988  General  Conference. 

BOOK  BUYS:  College  professors,  theologians, 
biblical  scholars  and  other  students  now  can 
acquire  out-of-print  books  from  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  Books  are  offered  by 
request  and  from  lists  of  available  titles  in  specific 
disciplines.  Bound,  one-color  reprints  may  be 
ordered  by  telephoning  (800)  672-1789. 

HISPANIC  MINISTRY:  “El  Circulo  del  Corazon,” 
a  new  series  of  radio,  TV  and  print  resources  pro¬ 
duced  by  United  Methodist  Communications,  targets 
Hispanics.  This  campaign  includes  60-second 
English-and  Spanish-language  radio  spots  that 
combine  Hispanic-style  music  with  messages 
related  to  topics  such  as  children  and  youth,  gen¬ 
erational  ties,  spirituality  and  worship. 

JUDICIAL  COUNCIL:  A  short  docket  of  eight 
cases  awaits  the  United  Methodist  “high  court” 
Judicial  Council  when  it  convenes  in  Denver  April 
12.  The  council  traditionally  meets  at  the  site  of  the 
church  s  quadrennial  legislative  General  Conference 
and  is  subject  to  being  called  into  session  during 
those  April  16-26  meetings. 

SCOUT  MEET:  United  Methodist  families  are 
being  encouraged  to  join  church  leaders,  youth  min¬ 
isters  and  scout  leaders  at  a  national  conference 
June  23-29  at  the  Philmont  Scout  Ranch  in  New 
Mexico  to  explore  the  relationship  between  youth 
ministry  and  scouting. 

EARTH  DAY:  Basing  its  approach  to  Earth  Day 
Sunday  on  a  call  to  defend  God’s  creation,  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  mailed  a  packet  of  materials  throughout 
the  denomination.  The  materials  to  be  used  on 
April  21  stress  the  stewardship  of  all  God’s  cre¬ 
ation,  including  its  creatures. 
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Road  to  Denver:  Site  of  mission  board 

Should  General  Conference  vote  for  move  to  Reston? 


Yes!  Reston  site  has  advantages 


An  artist's  rendering  shows  the  proposed  location  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  relation  to  Reston  Town 
Center. 


' Sarah  Cannon 
a  true  saint ' 

By  RONALD  P.  PATTERSON 

Publisher 

Recently, The  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  entertainment  community 
and  millions  of  fans  lost  a  patron  saint, 
Sarah  Colley  Cannon,  aka  Minnie 
Pearl.  She  was  83. 

My  first  meeting  with  Sarah  Cannon 
was  nothing  like  I  expected.  Like  most 
stereotypes,  once  we  look  behind  the 
facade  we  discover  that  the  illusion  has 
little  to  do  with  reality.  The  refined, 
well  dressed,  dignified  woman  who 
stood  before  me  had  little  to  do  with 
comball  comedy  or  hillbilly  humor.  The 
famous  straw  hat  and  country  garb  had 
been  traded  for  a  designer  suit  and  a 
well-bred,  Ward  Belmont-educated 
vocabulary.  In  tow  was  her  husband  and 
business  manager,  Henry. 

The  occasion  which  brought  us 
together  was  the  possibility  of  Abingdon 
Press’s  publishing  a  trade  edition  of  her 
self-published  book,  “Christmas  at 
Grinder’s  Switch.”  Soon,  however,  the 
business  aspects  of  book  publishing  took 
a  back  seat  to  a  more  immediate  genre  of 
communication — storytelling. 

For  over  two  hours  we  laughed 
together,  swapping  stories  of  family, 
friends,  famous  stars 
and  not-so-famous  less¬ 
er  lights.  Henry  was  a 
pilot  and  flew  chartered 
planes  for  country 
music  superstars.  He 
confessed  that  some  day 
he,  too,  wanted  to  write 
a  book;  in  fact  he  had 
the  title  selected:  “Stars 
I’ve  Flown.” 

Minnie  Pearl  On  a  more  personal 
note,  my  own  mother,  a  longtime  fan, 
had  the  privilege  of  participating  in 
“Christmas  at  Grinder's  Switch." 
Although  Mom  sufferred  the  ravages  of 
arthritis  and  was  confined  to  a  wheel¬ 
chair,  she  was  still  able  to  tat  beautiful¬ 
ly  hand-stitched  lace.  Her  Christmas 
tatting  was  used  on  the  promotional 
poster  which  launched  the  book.  It 
hangs  in  my  home  today. 

Sarah  Cannon  was  a  committed 
United  Methodist,  giving  generously  to 
her  church  and  to  the  Nashville  com¬ 
munity.  She  supported  causes  with  little 
fanfare  or  publicity. 

Yes,  Minnie  Pearl  will  long  be 
remembered  by  her  fans,  the  millions 
she  entertained  on  the  Grand  Ole  Opry 
and  Hee-Haw.  However,  my  memories 
will  be  of  Sarah  Cannon,  more  private, 
more  personal.  Goodbye,  Sarah.  We’re 
just  so  proud  we  could  be  here  with  you. 


By  DONALD  E.  MESSER 

Shakespeare’s  paraphrased  question 
“to  be  or  not  to  be”  in  New  York  City 
was  never  raised  by  the  Site  Selection 
Task  Force  responsible  for  relocating 
the  headquarters  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

That  query  was  addressed  by  the 
1992  General  Conference  that  decided 
by  a  vote  of  485  to  470  that  the  board 
shall  “be  moved  from  New  York  City.” 

Task  Force  members’  judgments  on 
that  issue  thus  were  irrelevant  and 
therefore  they  were  never  polled  as  to 
whether  they  personally  agreed  or  dis¬ 
agreed  with  the  planned  transfer.  At  our 
very  first  meeting  we  voted  that  “New 
York  City  not  be  considered”  as  an 
option  because  General  Conference  had 
been  clear  in  its  directive. 

The  13-person  Task  Force  worked 
diligently  throughout  the  quadrennium 
to  choose  a  location  which  would  most 
effectively  serve  as  a  center  for  the 
church’s  global  mission  in  the  21st  cen¬ 
tury.  Its  membership,  drawn  from  all 
five  of  the  church’s  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences  within  the  U.S.,  Angola, 
Denmark,  and  the  Philippines,  had  100 
percent  attendance  in  the  14  meetings 
held. 

To  aid  in  the  process,  the  national 
firm  of  Cushman  and  Wakefield  was 
engaged  as  the  church’s  “Site  Selection 
Consultant,”  as  authorized  by  the  1992 
General  Conference.  Their  professional 
assistance  meant  in-depth  computer 
analysis  of  various  locations,  intensive 
contacts  with  business,  professional, 
and  religious  communities,  and  knowl- 
edgable  estimates  of  actual  costs  likely 
to  be  experienced. 

They  provided  professional  expertise 
as  the  Task  Force  narrowed  the  list  of 
potential  sites  first  to  23  cities,  then  to 
the  metropolitan  areas  of  Atlanta, 
Chicago,  Dallas,  Denver,  and 
Washington,  D.C. 

As  a  result  of  this  careful  and  cost¬ 
ly  process,  the  Task  Force  unanimously 
selected  Reston,  Va.,  as  the  beautiful 
new  site  for  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Reston,  in  the  Southeast  Jurisdiction, 
was  selected  for  a  variety  of  reasons 
including  an  excellent  site,  superior  air¬ 
line  connections  (Dulles  International  is 
only  minutes  away),  good  schooling 
and  housing  possibilities  for  employee 


families,  nearby  international  banking 
and  embassies,  cultural  diversity  and 
openness,  etc. 

Being  in  Reston  means  the  board 
will  be  located  within  the  Virginia 
Conference,  with  the  largest  member¬ 
ship  in  our  denomination. 

Many  additional  advantages  exist  for 
Reston.  Besides  being  in  the  “heart”  of 
United  Methodism,  the  board  will  be 
close  to  two  other  of  the  church’s  mis- 
sional  agencies  that  have  long  effective¬ 
ly  operated  in  the  District  of  Columbia: 
the  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  and  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  its 
“hunger”  office  in  the  nation’s  capital. 
Two  fine  United  Methodist  institu¬ 
tions — American  University  and 
Wesley  Theological  School — have 
offered  their  educational  services. 
Virginia  officials,  both  in  the  church 
and  state  government,  have  been  most 
welcoming. 

Drawing  upon  the  best  estimates  of 
our  professional  consultants  and  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  the  Task  Force  unani¬ 
mously  agreed  that  relocation  will  cost 
about  $42  million. 

Since  the  church  has  (1)  no  money 
set  aside  for  this  purpose  and  (2)  owns 
no  property  in  New  York  to  sell  (we 
rent  at  a  low  $14  per  square  foot  due  to 
a  permanently  endowed  subsidy  from 
the  Rockefeller  Foundation),  it  is  neces¬ 


sary  to  borrow  $42  million  for  a  15- 
year  period.  When  interest  is  paid,  this 
means  an  eventual  cost  of  approximate¬ 
ly  $72  million. 

This  amount,  of  course,  could  be 
higher  or  lower,  depending  on  financial 
circumstances.  Estimated  interest  was 
calculated  at  8  percent.  Perhaps  some 
bank  will  want  to  provide  a  lower  fixed 
rate,  but  also  the  possibility  exists  for 
the  rates  to  be  flexible  and  higher. 

Since  none  of  these  funds  is  to  be 
paid  from  monies  designated  previously 
to  the  ongoing  missional  work  of  the 
church  through  the  Global  Ministries 
board,  this  money  must  be  raised  by 
increasing  apportionments  by  4  percent 
over  the  next  15  years.  If  apportion¬ 
ments  are  paid  in  full  during  this  peri¬ 
od,  then  at  the  end  United  Methodists 
will  own  a  superb  and  valuable  office 
building  in  a  strategic  center  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Site  Selection  Task  Force  has 
faithfully  sought  to  follow  the  mandates 
of  the  1992  General  Conference  and 
presents  its  recommendations  and 
report  knowing  that  it  has  done  its  best 
in  presenting  the  church  an  excellent 
relocation  site  and  an  accurate  account¬ 
ing  of  the  costs  involved. 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Messer  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Methodist-related  lliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver.  He  chairs 
the  Site  Selection  Task  Force  reporting 
to  the  1996  General  Conference. 
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Road  to  Denver:  Site  of  mission  board 

Should  General  Conference  vote  for  move  to  Reston? 


Letters 
to  the  Editor 


No!  Missions  will  be  hampered  ^HooneamT 


By  JAMES  C.  LOGAN 

Among  issues  facing  a  conscientious 
yet  perplexed  church  in  Denver  as  it 
anticipates  a  coming  new  century  will 
be  the  report  of  the  committee  to  rec¬ 
ommend  a  new  site  for  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

By  now  the  general  church  is  well 
aware  of  the  committee’s  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  Reston,  Va.,  as  a  relocation  site. 

Personally,  as  a  25-year  resident  of 
Reston,  I  would  feel  honored  to  have 
the  Global  Ministries  board  in  my  com¬ 
munity.  At  the  same  time,  I  struggle  as 
do  many  other  United  Methodists  to 
find  ways  for  a  more  faithful  practice  of 
financial  stewardship  while  the  eco¬ 
nomic  pressures  are  felt  from  within 
and  from  outside  the  church. 

Questionable  motives 

Personal  sentiments  and  community 
pride  are  very  questionable  motives  to 
support  such  a  proposal  for  relocation. 
Even  as  weighty  as  the  financial  obliga¬ 
tions  would  be,  I  consider  that  there  is  a 
more  fundamental  reason  to  oppose  the 
move. 

My  reason  for  opposing  the  reloca¬ 
tion  is  plainly  missional.  After  all,  mis- 
sional  reasons  rather  than  personal  feel¬ 
ings  and  economic  pressures  should  be 
the  basis  for  any  decision  a  local  or  con- 
nectional  church  makes  on  any  issue. 

I  prize  the  ecclesial  tradition  in 
which  we  United  Methodists  stand — a 
tradition  which  from  its  earliest  days  in 
the  Wesley  revival  through  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  church  in  1784  was  mis¬ 
sional  without  apology. 

As  new  times  arrived  and  new  cir¬ 
cumstances  arose,  we  were  not  intimi¬ 
dated  but  ventured  to  be  responsible  to 
God’s  call  shaping  new  patterns  of  min¬ 
istry  while  being  faithful  to  the  mis¬ 
sional  Gospel  of  our  Lord. 

Decisions  affecting  the  operational 
life  of  mission  of  our  church  should  be 
taken  with  utter  seriousness  pushing 


Tell  us  your  views! 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor."  Include  your 
full  name,  address  and  telephone 
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Dallas, TX  75266-0275 
®By  fax  to  214-630-0079 
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aside  personal  preferences. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  calls 
itself  a  global  church  and  names  its 
mission  agency  a  global  ministry.  We 
are  a  global  church,  not  a  national 
church.  The  location  of  a  mission 
agency  should  clearly  indicate  this 
global  reality  and  global  responsibility. 

No  doubt  many  metropolitan  areas 
could  provide  a  residence  for  the  board. 
Such  a  residence,  however,  should  man¬ 
ifest  in  substance  and  perception  the 
truly  global  nature  of  the  mission.  New 
York  meets  that  criterion  unquestion¬ 
ably.  In  the  eyes  of  many  in  this  country 
and  around  the  world,  New  York  is  rec¬ 
ognized  as  an  international  city  func¬ 
tionally  and  symbolically. 

Voices  in  various  quarters  of  the 
church  have  called  for  the  board  to  be 
situated  nearer  grassroots  “middle 
America.”  Does  this  image  portray  our 
global  character  and  calling?  I  fear  that 
it  conjures  up  old  images,  inoperable  in 
our  day,  of  a  “sending  church”  and  a 
“receiving  church.” 

We  speak  of  partnership  in  mission, 
and  rightly  so.  Partnership  means  mutu¬ 
ality  in  mission  in  a  time  when  the 
church  is  called  to  witness  from  “five 
continents  to  five  continents.”  Surely  in 
faithfulness  to  the  universal  Lordship  of 
Christ  we  do  not  want  to  emit  images  of 
parochialism,  much  less  chauvinism. 

Crucial  issues 

I  am  not  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
received  criticisms  in  recent  years  about 
philosophical,  theological  and  strategical 
matters.  These  issues  are  indeed  not 
insignificant;  they  are  crucial.  To  be  hon¬ 
est,  our  church  is  not  of  one  mind  about 
the  theology  and  practice  of  mission.  Is 
this  not  the  crucial  issue  which  the 
General  Conference  should  confront? 

In  1988,  the  General  Conference 
faced  the  matter  of  a  theological  and 
doctrinal  statement.  Some  said  that  it 
was  an  impossible  task.  The  conference 
did  a  responsible  job. 

A  General  Conference  with  courage 
could  do  the  same  regarding  our  life  in 
mission.  What  is  required  is  not  a  stale¬ 
mate  between  perceptions  of  being 
“under  attack”  nor  being  the  “attack¬ 
ers.”  This  polarity  is  certainly 
unhealthy.  The  General  Conference 
could  help  us  by  recognizing  that  what¬ 
ever  the  problems  are,  they  are  substan¬ 
tive,  theological,  and  strategic — not 
geographical. 

The  General  Board  has  in  recent 
times  taken  measures  to  assure  better 
communication,  interpretation  and  ser¬ 
vices  to  its  constituency  while  at  the 
same  time  holding  listening  sessions  in 
various  regions  of  the  church.  This  is  to 
be  commended.  For  progress  in  listen- 


" . . .  whatever  the 
problems  are,  they  are 
substantive,  theological,  and 
strategic— not  geographical " 


ing  and  hearing,  communicating  and 
interpreting  to  continue,  the  board 
needs  some  stability,  not  an  uncertain 
hiatus  about  its  location. 

The  General  Conference  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  making  decisions  about  eventual 
restructuring  across  the  board.  This  will 
affect  the  entire  connectional  system. 
Alf  boards  and  agencies  will  be 
involved  in  evaluation  and  projection  of 
possible  new  and,  hopefully,  better 
structures.  To  be  making  logistical  deci¬ 
sions  now,  or  even  projecting  such  deci¬ 
sions,  is  comparable  to  the  proverbial 
“cart  before  the  horse.” 

A  truly  global  church  engaged  in  a 
truly  global  mission  will  commit  itself 
to  the  vision  that  every  local  church 
wherever  will  be  a  visible  manifestation 
of  the  “missionary  Body  of  Christ.” 
This  means  that  we  must  be  diligent  to 
assure  that  every  image  and  message 
which  the  church  expresses  be  global 
and  not  parochial.  Anything  less  than 
this  is  to  severely  compromise  the  glob¬ 
al  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Rev.  James  C.  Logan  is  a  profes¬ 
sor  at  United  Methodist-related  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington , 
D.C. 


how  to  'rap' 

Recently  the  Explorers  adult  Sunday 
school  class  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Lockport,  Ill.,  completed  the 
series  titled  Get  Acquainted  with  Your 
Bible  by  Gary  L.  Ball-Kilboume. 

As  the  final  class  activity  the  class  was 
split  into  two  groups  and  asked  to  create  an 
affirmation  of  faith  based  on  what  they  had 
learned. 

Here  is  an  example: 

The  Rap  of  God 

1  believe  in  a  God  who  searches 
us  out. 

Who  chooses  us  from  the  top  of  the 
mount. 

Deliver  us  to,  don 't  deliver  us 
from, 

Just  show  us  the  plan  and  we  will 
come. 

We  broke  your  laws  and  didn  't 
believe. 

You  whacked  the  temple  and  made 
us  leave. 

Cyrus  helped  us  believe  on  our 
way  to  Persia 

That  it  makes  no  difference  if 
you  're  Him  or  Hersia. 

You  loved  us  so  much  you  sent 
your  son. 

Now  we’re  your  new  people 
Our  eternal  life  has  just  begun. 

The  best  part  was  when  the  groups 
performed  their  “raps.” 


Jim  Shinn 
Lockport,  Illinois 


Look  who's 
on  line  now! 


[  Welcome  |  HotTopics  |  SonlFood  |  OntReacb  |  Reyievs&Opinion  |  Markets  pace  | 
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UM  chaplains  prepare 
for  summer  Olympics 


Preaching  from 
the  mount 

On  the  Mount  of 
Beatitudes  overlooking 
the  Sea  of  Galilee,  Anet 
Satvedi,  a  new  ordinand 
of  the  church's  Central 
Illinois  Conference,  gath¬ 
ers  17  other  ordinands 
and  Illinois  travelers 
around  him  as  he  reads 
from  Jesus'Sermon  on 
the  Mount.  They  were 
there  as  part  of  a  group 
of  new  ministers  which 
Bishop  David  Lawson 
leads  to  Israel  each  year. 

PHOTO  BY  BETTIE  STORY 


Oklahoma  church  leaders  respond 
to  trial's  relocation  to  Denver 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

An  Ohio  United  Methodist  minister 
will  combine  his  passion  for  sports  with 
compassion  for  young  athletes  when  he 
becomes  an  Olympic  chaplain  this  sum¬ 
mer. 

The  Rev.  Bradford  G.  Olson,  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Milford,  Ohio,  has  been 
selected  as  one  of  five  United 
Methodist  chaplains  for  Team  U.S.A. 
by  the  Atlanta  Committee  for  the 
Olympic  Games. 

He  will  travel  to  Atlanta  for  the  start 
of  the  games  July  15  and  stay  to  their 
close  Aug.  4. 

As  a  chaplain,  Mr.  Olson  will  minis¬ 
ter  to  the  diverse  needs  of  athletes  of 
differing  faiths,  denominations  and  eth¬ 
nicities  and  both  sexes. 

No  stranger  to  the  world  of  interna¬ 
tional  competition,  Mr.  Olson  won  the 
non-Olympic  world  powerlifting  cham¬ 
pionships  in  1988,  1994  and  1995  from 
the  World  Drug  Free  Powerlifting 
Federation. 

In  London  last  November  he  set  a 
world  record  in  the  “squat” — shoulder¬ 
ing  523  pounds  from  a  deep  knee  bend 
to  standing  upright.  He  weighs  132. 

Mr.  Olson’s  interest  in  the  Olympic 
chaplaincy  peaked  while  he  attended 
the  Olympics  in  1992  to  watch  a  rela¬ 
tive,  Shanon  Miller,  compete  as  a  gym¬ 
nast.  During  that  year,  Ms.  Miller 


became  the  first  U.S.  female  gymnast  to 
win  five  Olympic  medals. 

Another  American,  Kim  Zimeskel, 
was  the  favorite  but  lost  any  chance 
after  she  fell  off  the  beam. 

“It  was  as  if  she  had  suddenly  caught 
some  deadly  disease,”  he  said.  “Her 
coach  wouldn’t  even  look  at  her. 

“Someone  should  have  been  there  to 
remind  her  that  there  is  more  to  life 
than  sport.” 

Mr.  Olson  says  his  goal  as  a  chaplain 
will  be  not  just  to  deal  with  the  physical 
side  of  the  Olympics  but  also  with  the 
spiritual  side  of  the  games. 

“Our  prayer  for  Team  U.S.A.  will  be 
not  that  God  will  be  on  our  side  but  that 
we  will  be  on  God’s  side.” 

United  Methodists  joining  Mr.  Olson 
as  Olympic  chaplains  are:  [ 

The  Revs.  Steve  Overall,  director  of 
pastoral  services  at  Crawford  Long 
Hospital,  Atlanta;  Lane  Busby 
McLelland,  Emory  University  Center 
for  Ethics  in  Public  Policy  and  the 
Professions,  Atlanta;  Keith  Johnson, 
Park  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church, 
Minneapolis,  and  Beth  Gustafson,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  of  Laurel  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church,  San  Antonio. 

The  five  United  Methodist  ministers 
are  among  37  volunteer  chaplains  who 
will  oversee  religious  services  for  more 
than  10,000  athletes  from  197  nations 
and  their  families  during  the  1996 
Olympics. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

So  far  as  some  United  Methodists  in 
Oklahoma  are  concerned,  the  trial  of 
two  men  accused  in  last  April’s  bomb¬ 
ing  of  the  A.P  Murrah  Federal  Building 
in  Oklahoma  City  isn’t  the  only  thing 
that  has  “moved  on.” 

U.S.  District  Judge  Richard  P. 
Matsch  ordered  the  trial  moved  to 
Denver,  where  he  is  based. 

The  judge  agreed  with  defense  attor¬ 
neys’  contentions  that  suspects  Timothy 
McVeigh  and  Terry  Nichols  couldn’t 
get  a  fair  trial  in  Oklahoma  because 
state  officials  and  news  media  there 
have  “demonized”  the  two  men. 

Prosecutors  had  argued  that  the  trial 
should  be  moved  no  farther  than  Tulsa, 
about  90  miles  northeast  of  Oklahoma 
City,  making  it  easier  for  victims  and 
their  families  to  attend. 

No  trial  date  has  been  set,  but  jury 
selection  is  not  expected  before 
September. 

The  bombing  killed  169  people, 
including  21  children  from  a  day  care 
center  located  in  the  federal  building. 
Hundreds  of  others  were  injured,  many 
seriously. 

The  Rev.  Nick  Harris  of  heavily  dam¬ 
aged  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
across  the  street  from  the  bombing,  said 
he  is  “sensitive”  to  those  who  feel  a 
need  to  be  present  at  the  trial. 

However,  he  added,  despite  still 
being  unable  to  use  their  facilities,  he 
and  his  congregation  have  “moved  on” 
from  their  bombing  experience. 

“I  have  no  bitterness  toward  the  sus¬ 
pects,”  Mr.  Harris  told  the  Review. 

“I  do  feel  pity  for  those  guys.  If  they 
really  did  it,  in  a  place  of  freedom  as 
wonderful  as  America,  what  miserable 
lives  they  must  have.  I’d  hate  to  live  my 
life  that  way. 


“Justice  needs  to  be  done,  and  if  it 
can  be  done  fairly  in  Denver,  that’s  fine. 
I  wouldn’t  have  attended  the  trial  even 
if  it  had  been  held  across  the  street  from 
the  church.” 

Mr.  Harris  said  he  didn’t  expect  to 
have  this  kind  of  reaction  to  the  bomb¬ 
ing’s  aftermath. 

“I’m  grateful  to  be  alive  and  grateful 
that  none  of  us  in  the  church  was  seri¬ 
ously  hurt  by  the  blast,”  he  said. 

“We  just  want  to  get  on  with  our 
lives.  We’ll  make  our  witness  and  be 
back  on  our  comer,”  he  added,  referring 
to  the  church’s  plans  to  construct  a  new 
$5.7  million  facility  using  the  repaired 
sanctuary  and  offices  as  its  core. 

The  Rev.  Boyce  Bowdon,  communi¬ 
cations  director  for  the  United 
Methodist  Oklahoma  regional  Annual 
Conference,  said  that  recovery  efforts  to 
aid  bombing  victims  and  their  families 
are  still  under  way. 

He  cited  ongoing  United  Methodist 
participation  in  Skyline  Urban 
Ministries  and  the  Oklahoma  City 
Circle  of  Care.  These  two  agencies,  he 
said,  are  primary  care-givers  to  those 
upset  by  the  trial’s  relocation. 

In  Denver,  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Mary  Ann  Swenson  and  other  church 
leaders  have  offered  to  assist  anyone 
who  wants  to  attend  the  trial. 

Besides  the  damage  to  First  UMC  in 
Oklahoma  City,  Bishop  Swenson  noted, 
one  bombing  victim  was  Raymond 
Johnson,  husband  of  Anne  Marshall, 
associate  general  of  the  church’s 
General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  in 
New  York. 

“Therefore  we  are  intimately  aware 
of  the  grief  and  loss  experienced  by  all 
victims  of  this  disaster  and  want  them 
to  know  that  the  arms  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Colorado  are  open 
to  them,”  the  bishop  said. 


Disciple 

_  We've  a  Story  to  Tell... 

Rev.  Kathleen  Jones,  First  UMC,  Austin,  Texas 
Dear  Disciple  Staff: 

I  really  appreciate  the  wonderful  job  that  you  and  others  have  done 
in  bringing  Disciple:  becoming  disciples  through  bible  study  and  Disciple: 
into  the  word  into  the  world  to  the  church.  After  many  years  of  trying  one 
thing  and  another,  designing  our  own  series,  and  finally  investing  in  Bethel, 
it  has  been  wonderful  to  have  Disciple  Bible  study.  We  are  in  our  sixth  year 
with  the  ministry,  and  have  already  graduated  more  than  twenty  classes. 
These  200  graduates  have  blessed  our  church  in  so  many  ways,  from  their 
ability  to  hear  the  Word  proclaimed  to  their  willingness  to  teach  others  and 
to  be  in  mission.  The  combination  of  serious  Bible  study  with  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  bonding  in  close  relationships,  and  the  constant  challenge  toward  ser¬ 
vice  accompanied  by  gentle  acceptance  of  differing  gifts  is  just  what  we  have 
needed. 

We  eagerly  await  the  next  Disciple  study. 

For  more  information  about  Disciple  Bible  studies  or  training 
(including  Disciple:  remember  who  you  are),  call  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789; 

Fax:  615-749-6049;  E-mail  102121.1611@compuserve.com;  or  write  to: 

Wini  Grizzle,  Disciple  Bible  Study,  P.0.  Box  801,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0801. 
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Lay  leaders  want  'steward'  cut  from  study 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Forty-four  United  Methodist  annual 
conference  lay  leaders  attending  a 
national  meeting  Feb.  16-18  unani¬ 
mously  called  for  the  removal  of  “lay 
ministry  steward”  from  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  Ministry  Study  proposal  going 
to  the  1996  General  Conference  April 
16-26  in  Denver. 

A  statement  released  Feb.  20  by  the 
National  Association  of  Annual 
Conference  Lay  Leaders,  an  affiliate  of 
the  churchwide  Board  of  Discipleship, 
said  the  proposed  office  of  lay  ministry 
steward  conflicts  and  competes  with  the 
present  offices  and  responsibilities  of  lay 
leader,  lay  speaker  and  diaconal  minister. 

The  bishops’  report  suggests  that  the 
lay  ministry  steward  “encourage  more 
active  participation  by  laity  in  the  for¬ 


mation  and  nurture  of  faithful  disciples 
of  Jesus  Christ.”  There  is  no  set  number 
of  such  stewards  for  any  church  and 
there  are  no  requirements  based  on  age, 
experience  or  local  church  office.  The 
lay  ministry  steward  would  be  a  local 
church  leader  who  has  received  a  “spe¬ 
cial  call”  and  would  be  elected  annually 
by  the  local  charge  conference. 

During  their  annual  meeting  in 
Glorieta,  N.  M.,  the  lay  leaders  unani¬ 
mously  approved  a  resolution  requesting 
that  all  sections  of  the  ministry  study 
that  focus  on  the  lay  ministry  steward  be 
deleted  from  the  bishops’  report. 

Suggesting  that  the  responsibilities 
of  the  new  office  are  “inwardly 
focused,”  the  lay  leaders  cautioned  that 
there  is  “high  potential  for  the  position 
to  become  an  elitist,  political  position 
that  could  cause  confusion  and  dissen- 


[The]  proposed  office  of 
lay  ministry  steward 
conflicts  and  competes  with 
the  present  offices  and 
responsibilities  of  lay  leader, 
lay  speaker  and  diaconal 
minister. 

sion  among  the  laity  of  a  local  church.” 
They  also  said  that  the  process  of 
selecting  people  to  fill  the  position 
would  put  “undue”  pressure  on  the  pas¬ 
tor  and  local  church. 

Association  members  said  they  are 
confident  there  already  exists  within  the 
ministry  of  the  laity  sufficient  areas  for 
any  lay  person  to  live  out  his  or  her 
calling  as  a  baptized  member  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 


South  African  wins 
World  Peace  Award 

By  RUTH  COGGIN 

JOHANNESBURG— Amidst  tra¬ 
ditional  expressions  of  joy  and  exu¬ 
berant  celebration,  a  son  of  Africa, 
Mmutlanyane  Stanley  Mogoba, 
received  the  World  Methodist  Peace 
Award  Feb.  13  in  Johannesburg. 

The  award  was  conferred  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council  chairper¬ 
son,  the  Rev.  Donald  English,  and  its 
general  secretary,  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale, 
as  the  packed  church  rose  to  sus¬ 
tained  applause  and  ululating,  the  tra¬ 
ditional  African  expression  oi*  elation. 

Small  in  stature,  Dr.  Mogoba 
looked  every  bit  the  “little  rabbit” 
that  his  first  name  means  as  he  stood 
visibly  moved  while  the  citation  was 
read  by  Dr.  English. 

After  the  gold  medal  on  its  royal 
blue  ribbon  had  been  placed  around 
his  neck,  a  praise  singer  adorned  with 
beads  and  animal  skins  leaped  across 
the  front  of  the  church,  paying  tribute 
to  him  in  Xhosa,  a  traditional  African 
language. 

In  his  response.  Dr.  Mogoba,  pre¬ 
siding  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Southern  Africa,  said  that  his  pil¬ 
grimage  of  peace  had  not  been  easy. 

“It  was  in  a  tiny  cell  on  Robben 
Island  (where  political  prisoners, 
including  President  Nelson  Mandela, 
were  incarcerated)  that  I  was  lifted 
from  the  loweset  level  and  depth  of 
sorrow  and  despair,”  he  told  the  con¬ 
gregation. 

“A  call  to  the  ministry  was  ham¬ 
mered  on  the  anvil  of  deep  and 
excruciating  pain  and  suffering. 
Refused  a  Bible,  refused  ministry  and 
pastoral  care,  sentenced  to  six  lashes 
for  taking  part  in  a  hunger  strike,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  many  other  acts  of  brutality 
and  humiliation,  the  call  to  the  min¬ 
istry  persisted.” 

In  the  early  1980s,  Dr.  Mogoba 
was  a  lonely  voice  in  South  Africa 
calling  for  reconciliation  and  negoti¬ 
ations  to  end  hostilities.  At  the  time, 
his  prophetic  voice  was  soundly 
rejected  by  people  on  both  sides  of 
the  conflict,  but  today  his  challenge 
has  been  vindicated  as  national  rec¬ 
onciliation  has  become  the  order  of 
the  day  under  a  new  government. 

Dr.  Mogoba  also  recently  called 
on  the  World  Council  of  Churches  to 
establish  a  program  to  combat  war 
and  violence  and  to  focus  on  peace 
and  development. 

The  citation  commended  Bishop 
Mogoba,  63,  for  “his  consistency  in 
never  advocating  violence  or  taking 
sides  for  either  black  or  white 
Africans,  tribes  or  political  parties  in 
the  struggle  against  apartheid  . . . .” 

Ruth  Coggin  is  press  officer  of 
The  Methodist  Church  of  Southern 
Africa. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1.15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion,  20 
word  minimum.  Blind  ads  $21.00  plus  add  cost  equivalent 
for  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Products  and 
services  go  through  an  approval  process.  We  schedule  two 
weeks  in  advance  of  an  issue  date. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  FAMILY  MINISTRY. 
Expand/direct  program  for  children,  youth  and  families. 
Salary  commensurate  with  education  and  experience. 
Send  resume:  First  UMC,  1801  S.  Marion  St.,  Lake  City, 
FL  32025.  (904)  752-4488.  


WANT:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education. 
Smyrna  First  United  Methodist  Church,  301  Sam 
Davis  Rd.,  P.O.  Box  322,  Smyrna,  TN  37167.  Send 
resume  or  call  (615)  459-2826. 


YOUTH  MINISTER  OR  DIRECTOR  in  Atlanta  suburb 
church  of  2700  members.  Send  resumes  to:  Dr.  Wiley 
Stephens,  1548  Mt.  Vernon  Road,  Dunwoody,  GA  30338. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  COMMITTEE  ON  RELIEF 
(UMCOR)  seeks  qualified  staff  for  field  positions  in  Africa, 
Bosnia,  the  former  Soviet  Union  and  elsewhere.  Previous 
field  experience  preferred,  good  writing  skills  and  cross- 
cultural  sensitivity  are  musts.  Most  positions  are  minimum 
one-year  with  possibility  of  extensions.  Women  and  minor¬ 
ity  candidates  are  encouraged  to  apply.  Send  CV  with 
salary  requirements  to:  KAI/Search,  1601  North  Kent 
Street,  Suite  1010,  Arlington,  V A  22209. 


ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  WITH  MAJOR  responsibilities  nour¬ 
ishing  an  existing  vital  young  adult  and  youth  program  in  an 
urban  African  American  UMC.  Full  spectrum  of  pastoral 
responsibilities  including  preaching.  Experience  required. 
Send  resume  to:  Golden  Gate  District,  330  Ellis  #414,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94102.  Fax:  (415)  567-9484. 


MUSIC/YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  First  UMC  in 
Marianna,  Florida.  A  fast  growing  850-member  county  seat 
town  church  in  northwest  Florida  with  instrumental,  vocal, 
and  bell  choirs.  Candidate  will  provide  leadership  and  vision 
for  the  total  music  and  youth  programs.  Compensation  nego¬ 
tiable  depending  on  experience.  Send  inquiries  and  resumes 
by  April  10  to:  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  1503,  Marianna,  FL 
32447,  or  call:  Rev.  Judd  Stinson  at  (904)  482-4502. 


ORGANIST  WANTED  LIBERTY  United  Methodist  Church 
starting  mid-May.  Two  Sunday  morning  services  and  one 
rehearsal  Wednesday  evening.  New  pipe  organ  being  installed. 
Send  resume  to:  Liberty  United  Methodist  Church,  Attn:  Bryan 
Taylor,  1001  Sunset  Ave.,  P.O.  Box  628,  Liberty,  MO  64068. 


AFRICA.  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  seeks  candidates  for  projects  based  in  Liberia 
and  Eastern  Zaire.  Program  Director  must  have  manage¬ 
ment  and  leadership  skills,  ability  to  develop  new  projects 
and  operate  in  complex  environments;  also  generalist  and 
health  and  nutrition  Project  Managers  needed.  Requires: 
prior  experience  in  Africa;  master’s  in  relevant  field;  French 
language.  Immediate  availability.  Women  and  minorities  are 
encouraged  to  apply.  Send  CV  to:  UMCOR,  1601  North 
Kent  Street,  Suite  1010,  Arlington,  VA  22209,  Attn:  Africa. 
Must  include  salary  history.  No  phone  calls. 


RESTORATIVE  JUSTICE-  A  NEW  response  to  crime.  Start 
a  church-based  Victim  Offender  Reconciliation  Program  in 
your  area!  Intensive  trainings:  April  10-12  or  October  96  in 
Fresno,  CA.  August  96  in  Lancaster,  PA.  Space  limited. 
Call:  1-800-909-VORP  now! 


ARMENIA.  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  seeks  Project  Director  for  health  care 
reform  project  based  in  Yerevan,  Armenia.  Requires:  mini¬ 
mum  5  years  experience,  prior  experience  in  region;  mas¬ 
ter’s  in  public  health,  health  economics,  health  administra¬ 
tion  or  similar;  experience  with  health  care  economics,  pol¬ 
icy  and  reform,  Russian  or  Armenian  language  skills,  bud¬ 
gets.  Immediate  availability.  Women  and  minorities  are 
encouraged  to  apply.  Send  CV  to:  UMCOR,  1601  North 
Kent  Street,  Suite  1010,  Arlington,  VA  22209,  Attn: 
Armenia.  Must  include  salary  history.  No  phone  calls. 


INTERIM  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/FAMILY  Ministries.  Large 
metropolitan  congregation  needs  full-time  manager  of  ongo¬ 
ing  classes,  volunteers,  VIM  projects,  leadership  develop¬ 
ment.  Seeking  experienced  person  June  1,  1996-June  1, 
1997.  Resume:  First  UMC,  7020  Cass,  Omaha,  NE  68132. 


YOUTH  PASTOR,  1600-MEMBER  UM  church. 
Experience  needed.  Direct  confirmation  program,  senior 
high  youth,  ministry  to  youth  and  their  families. 
Resume:  Dr.  Richard  Jones,  819  E.  Silver  Spring  Dr., 
Milwaukee,  Wl  53217.  (414)  964-2424. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PASTORAL  CARE.  Gambrill  Gardens,  a 
West  St.  Louis  County  retirement  community,  a  ministry  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  is  seeking  an  experienced 
professional  to  perform  a  full  range  of  pastoral  duties.  This 
individual  will  be  asked  to  provide  worship  opportunities, 
faith  development,  and  support  to  residents,  their  families 
and  staff.  Additionally,  the  Director  of  Pastoral  Care  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  public  relations  efforts  for  Gambrill  Gardens  and 
serve  as  the  liaison  between  Gambrill  Gardens  and  the 
Missouri  East  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Qualifications  include  exceptional  communications  skills, 
three  years  experience  working  with  older  adults,  college 
degree  with  graduate  studies  in  gerontology,  theology, 
counseling,  or  social  work  preferred  with  at  least  one  unit  of 
clinical  pastoral  education.  We  offer  a  rewarding  career 
opportunity  with  a  competitive  benefit  package  and  a  start¬ 
ing  salary  in  the  $30,000  per  year  range.  Equal  Opportunity 
Employer.  Please  submit  resume  with  salary  history  to: 
Executive  Director,  Gambrill  Gardens,  1  Strecker  Road, 
Ellisville,  MO  63011. 


ORGANIST  NEEDED,  KESSLER  PARK  UMC,  Dallas, 
TX.  3  manual  Aeolian-Skinner.  $6K  for  one  Sunday 
service,  Wednesday  choir  rehearsals  plus  5  special 
performances.  Weddings  extra.  Contact:  Dr.  Michael 
Dobbins  (214)  954-4466.  


ASBURY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  1010 
Strawberry,  Pasadena,  TX  77506  is  seeking  an  Organist. 
Send  resume  or  call  (713)  472-1254  for  information. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  for  3600-member  sub¬ 
urban  Washington,  D.C.  congregation.  Experience  required. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Reverend  Ken  Whetzel, 
Messiah  United  Methodist  Church,  6215  Rolling  Road, 
Springfield,  VA  22152.  (703)  569-9862. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR/PROGRAM  Coordinator.  Full-time 
position  for  700+  member  congregation  in  South  Central 
Missouri  university  community.  Bachelor's  degree  preferred 
with  youth  ministry  and  church  programming  experience. 
Coordinate  youth  program  and  work  with  adult  volunteers. 
Salary  $19,000  to  $23,000  plus  benefits  commensurate  with 
qualifications.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  803  N.  Main  St.,  Rolla,  MO  65401 . 


DIRECTOR  FOR  A  NEW  LIFE  Enrichment  Center  with  a 
fully  equipped  gymnasium  located  in  an  African- 
American  Community.  The  position  for  Director  is  an 
administrative  and  operational  one,  responsible  for 
developing,  coordinating  and  conducting  recreational 
and  enrichment  programs  in  a  Christian  environment.  All 
duties  are  to  be  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  the  achievement  of  the  goals  and 
objectives  set  for  the  Life  Enrichment  Center.  Resume: 
Evelyn  J.  Lewis,  P.O.  Box  5242.  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL 
33310.  (954)  463-6378  or  (954)  731-0520. 


TEXAS  COORDINATORS  NEEDED.  Non-profit  organi¬ 
zation.  Help  locate  host  families;  monitor  foreign 
exchange  students  through  school  year.  Supplemental 
income.  1 -800-81 0-HOST. 


FULL-TIME  MINISTER  MUSIC/FINE  ARTS.  150  year 
old,  3000-member  congregation.  Direct  adult/youth  pro¬ 
grams.  Prefer  professional  church  musician,  advanced 
music  degree,  minimum  5  years'  experience  in  1000+ 
member  church.  Resumes  no  later  than  April  15:  Senior 
Minister  Phil  Mercer,  FUMC,  1111  E.  18th  Street,  Plano, 
TX  75074,  Target  start:  Junel,  1996. 


DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  MINISTRIES,  St.  Francis 
in  the  Foothills  UMC,  4625  East  River  Road,  Tucson, 
AZ  85716.  Professional  study  in  Christian  education 
and  three  years  experience  directing  multi-level  pro- 
gram  required.  Send  letter  and  resume. 


NORTHERN  ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE  IS  seeking  replace¬ 
ment  for  incumbent  who  is  returning  to  pastoral  assignment 
July  1st.  Position  includes  responsibilities  as  office  manager 
and  personnel  director,  as  well  as  customary  financial  and 
administrative  duties,  and  is  open  to  both  lay  and  clergy. 
Detailed  position  description  and  organization  chart  will  be 
sent  upon  request.  Resumes  should  be  sent  by  April  30  to: 
Jarvis  L.  Spreng,  1036  Douglas  Ave.,  Naperville,  IL  60540. 


ISRAEL-HOLY  LAND:  ORGANIZE  YOUR  group  and  travel 
free.  Walk  in  “His  Footsteps”  and  experience  Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  Galilee.  1-800-746-5952. 


FREE  CATALOG  OF  CHRISTIAN  COMEDY  plays  with 
strong  message  of  salvation.  S.B.  MacMillan,  44101  27th 
St.,  W.  Lancaster,  CA  93536. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  full-time.  New  Mexico 
Conference’s  largest  church.  Excellent  music  tradition. 
Degree/experience  required  in  music  or  sacred  music. 
Develop  multiple  choir  programs.  Enthusiasm  for  diversity  in 
worship.  Experience  in  growing  a  choir  program.  Resume  to: 
SPRC,  Central  United  Methodist  Church,  1615  Copper  Ave., 
NE,  Albuquerque,  NM  87106  by  May  15, 1996. 


NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite  hymns  in 
worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accompaniment  for 
90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cassette  sets. 
Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book  included,  but  can 
be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift. 
$38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573. 


BEAUTIFUL  VILLA.  2  BEDROOM/2  BATH,  kitchen,  great- 
room,  garage,  overlooking  lake.  45  minutes  to  Disney 
World.  Community  offers  number  of  amenities.  Contact:  L 
Coles  1-800-683-5803  pin  No.  1352.  (352)  787-3829. 


“WHEN  WE  WORE  BLUE”  a  whimsical  look  at  23  years  as 
Air  Force  Chaplain.  From  Harvey  Holland,  216  Olive 
Avenue,  Port  St.  Lucie,  FL  34952.  Close-out.  $5.00  postpaid. 
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Church  celebrates  30  years  in  television  ministry 


The  United  Methodist 
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The  new  television  studio  at  Pulaski  Heights  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  is  well  equiped  to  broacast  to  some  20,000  people  each 
Sunday.  All  members  of  the  TV  team  are  volunteers. 


...  a  professional  art  and 
multi-media  design  and 
production  studio?  For 
the  Church? 

YOU  BETCHA! 


M 


ission  Communications  has 


gained  a  national  reputation 
working  with  local  churches, 
and  non-profit  organizations. 

Here  are  just  a  few  of  our  custom  services: 

•  brochures,  newsletters,  stationery. 

•  montage  pen  &  ink  illustrations. 

•  books,  tabloid  newspapers,  posters  and 
magazines. 

•  direct  mail  items  and  address  list 
maintenance. 

•  art  work,  including  logo  designs. 

•  fund  raising  aids  and  calendars. 

•  advertising  and  public  relation  campaigns. 

•  video  and  audio  production. 

•  and  much  more. 


Years  of  experience, 
tons  of  talent  and 
a  bulldog  commitment 
to  matching  efficiency 
with  effectiveness. 


1  -800  947-0207  •  DALLAS 

A  NON-PROFIT  MINISTRY  OF  UMR  COMMUNICATIONS 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

It  was  Sunday  morning.  The  college 
student  couldn’t  leave  town  to  visit  her 
home  church,  some  30  miles  away. 

So  she  tuned  in  to  the  church’s  tele¬ 
vised  broadcast  of  a  worship  service 
that  would  become  a  holy  moment  in 
her  memory. 

That  was  15  years  ago.  Today  the 
Rev.  Betsy  Singleton  Bauer  is  associate 
pastor  of  that  same  church — Pulaski 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 

On  March  3  the  congregation  cele¬ 
brated  one  of  the  oldest  United 
Methodist  television  ministries  in  the 
country — 30  years. 

Pivotal  encounter 

Ms.  Bauer  vividly  recalls  her  pivotal 
encounter  with  it. 

The  Rev.  James  Argue,  who  started 
the  television  program,  was  preaching. 

“It  was  about  communion,”  Ms. 
Bauer  told  the  Review,  a  subject  that 
had  not  meant  a  lot  to  her. 

But  Dr.  Argue  invited  each  person 
who  was  watching  to  go  into  the 
kitchen  and  find  something  which  could 
be  used  as  a  means  of  grace,  she  said. 

She  found  some  crackers  and  grape 
juice  and,  from  her  living  room,  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  service. 

“I  felt  so  much  a  part  of  the  larger 
congregation,”  she  said.  “It  was  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  being  a  part  of  the  larger  commu¬ 
nity  of  faith,  both  visible  and  invisible.” 

Pulaski  Heights’  television  ministry 
has  meant  a  lot  to  many  people  over  the 
years,  Ms.  Bauer  said. 

“It  is  an  incredible,  powerful  tool  to 
reach  people  who  can’t  be  there.” 

Perhaps  it  has  meant  the  most  to  the 
people  who  have  been  involved  Sunday 
after  Sunday,  helping  bring  the  Gospel 
to  some  20,000  people,  many  of  whom 
are  home-bound,  she  said. 

The  “Three  Musketeers”  of  the  min¬ 
istry  are  architect  Jack  See,  who  has 
directed  the  broadcasts  for  23  years, 
and  two  men  in  the  insurance  busi¬ 
ness — Ed  Strohm,  producer,  and  Ray 
Schaap. 


They  are  assisted  by  numerous  vol¬ 
unteers  year  in  and  year  out. 

They  do  it  for  love. 

They  do  it  for  A.B.  Hervey,  94,  who 
watches  every  week  from  a  retirement 
village.  They  do  it  for  a  young  woman 
paraplegic  in  a  nursing  home  who  is 
wheeled  into  the  television  room  each 
Sunday  to  watch  “her  church.” 

And  they  do  it  for  the  elderly  couple 
who  can  no  longer  leave  home  but  each 
week  dress  in  their  Sunday  best  and  “go 
to  church  at  Pulaski  Heights” — in  their 
living  room. 

The  story  goes  that  one  winter  when 
ice  and  snow  made  the  streets  almost 
impassable,  the  television  team  arrived 
at  the  church  to  find  only  a  handful  of 
people  in  the  congregation  and  no  min¬ 
ister. 

Plucked  out  of  the  snow 

They  went  to  Dr.  Argue’s  parsonage 
in  a  four-wheel-drive  vehicle,  “plucked 
him  out  of  the  snow”  and  brought  him 
in  to  lead  the  entire  worship  service — 
because  “you  gotta  have  church.” 
Seven  were  in  the  sanctuary,  but  thou¬ 
sands  were  watching. 

Dr.  Argue,  a  native  Texan,  started  the 
television  ministry  with  a  couple  of 
black  and  white  cameras  the  church 
purchased  from  a  CBS  affiliate  televi¬ 
sion  station  in  Dallas. 

“Today  it  is  a  vibrant  and  vital  min¬ 
istry  of  the  church,”  the  Rev.  Victor 
Nixon,  pastor,  told  the  Review. 

They  have  an  in-house  television  stu¬ 
dio,  he  said,  with  specially  designed 
paraments  that  decorate  the  studio  win¬ 
dows  which  open  onto  the  sanctuary. 

The  $150,000  a  year  ministry  is 
funded  entirely  by  the  3,000-plus  mem¬ 
ber  congregation.  No  money  is  solicited 
from  viewers,  Mr.  Nixon  continued. 

Communion  for  those  unable  to 
attend  is  not  forgotten,  Ms.  Bauer  said. 
The  consecrated  elements  are  delivered 
by  volunteers  to  those  who  are  home- 
bound  or  hospitalized  a  day  before  the 
televised  communion  service  so  that 
they — like  Ms.  Bauer  years  ago — can 
participate  in  the  larger  community  of 
faith. 


UM  preaching  recognized 


A  United  Methodist  minister  is 
among  a  dozen  clergy  recognized  for 
their  preaching  by  a  recent  Baylor 
University  survey. 

The  Rev.  William  Willimon,  dean  of 
the  chapel  at  United  Methodist-related 
Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C.,  is 
one  of  12  “most  effective  preachers” 
named  in  a  survey  of  341  seminary  pro¬ 
fessors  and  editors  of  religious  periodi¬ 
cals. 

A  United  Methodist  connection 
exists  with  another  preacher  on  the  list. 
The  Rev.  Fred  Craddock,  professor 
emeritus  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlanta,  is 
a  clergyman  of  the  Christian  Church 


UMC 

Upbeat 


(Disciples  of  Christ). 

Newsweek  published  another 
“preacher  list,”  this  one  listing 
President  Clinton’s  favorites. 

The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman,  senior 
pastor  of  Foundry  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Washington,  made  that  list. 
The  Clinton  family  frequently  worships 
at  Foundry,  where  Mrs.  Clinton  and 
daughter  Chelsea  are  members.  Mr. 
Clinton  is  a  Southern  Baptist. 
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Issues,  answers  and  questions  raised 
at  meeting  of  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences 


by  Dr.  Charles  Simmons 

The  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  Delegation  met  on  March 
2  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Pineville,  to  prepare  for  the  1996 
General  Conference,  in  Denver,  April 
16-26.  The  meeting  was  open  to  all 
United  Methodists  interested  in  hearing 
a  discussion  on  the  major  issues  con¬ 
fronting  the  delegates.  Participants  were 
also  invited  to  respond  to  any  concerns 
they  had. 

Following  a  devotion  by  Dr.  Anita 
Crump,  delegation  lay  leader,  the  Rev. 
Don  Avery,  Superintendent  of  the 
Alexandria  District,  introduced  the  Rev. 
Harold  Wright,  Associate  Secretary  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries.  Dr. 
Wright  led  the  assembly  through  a  dis¬ 
cussion  that  targeted  several  areas  he 
believes  will  command  central  focus 
during  General  Conference. 

Ministry  Study 

The  first  issue  targeted  is  the  Council 
on  Bishop’s  Ministry  Study  which 
offers  a  rearrangement  of  the  offices  of 
deacon,  elder  and  diaconal  ministry. 
Proposed  is  the  offices  of: 

1)  Permanent  Deacon  -  which 
requires  a  course  of  study  and  intern¬ 
ship  for  ordination  to  servant  leader¬ 
ship.  Deacons  have  two  options: 

They  may  continue  their 
course  of  study  toward  ministry  of 
“word,  sacrament  and  order”  in 
preparation  for  becoming  an  itiner¬ 
ant  elder,  or 

They  may  remain  in  the  office 
of  deacon,  serving  the  local  church 
or  the  community  at  large. 

2)  Lay  Ministry  Steward  -  Lay 
Ministry  Stewards  are  persons  set  apart 
in  the  local  church  for  “the  formation 
and  nurture  of  faithful  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ.  “ 

Baptism 

The  second  major  issue  discussed  is 
the  proposal  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  of  two  categories  of  church 
membership  “baptized  and  professing.” 
The  major  change  involves  changing  the 
category  of  children  to  “baptized” 
members  rather  than  “preparatory” 
members. 


Restructuring 

The  restructuring  proposals,  both  for 
the  International  Church,  as  well  as  the 
administrative  organization  of  United 
Methodism,  took  up  most  of  the  discus¬ 
sion. 

On  the  international  level,  there  is  a 
proposal  from  the  Council  of  Bishops  to 
create  a  Global  Conference,  subdivided 
by  Regional  Conferences,  further  subdi¬ 
vided  by  Annual  Conferences. 

Global  Conferences  will  concern 
themselves  only  with  matters  of  doc¬ 
trine,  theology  and  faith,  and  will  meet 
around  the  world.  Dr.  Wright  pointed 
out  that  this  model  fits  the  Wesleyan 
sense  of  the  office  of  Bishop  as  a 
General  Superintendent  of  the  Church, 
rather  than  as  a  member  of  a  specific 
annual  conference. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  is 
calling  for  the  creation  of  a  quadrenni- 
um  pilot  study  to  test  an  “interactive 
ministries”  model  that  offers  a  more 
flexible  approach  for  administration  on 
all  levels  of  our  Church.  The  model 
calls  for  three  ministries: 

1 )  Outreach,  Nurture  and  Mission 
Ministries; 

2)  Leadership  Ministries; 

3)  Administrative  and  Fiscal  Ministries. 

A  single  “council,”  composed  of  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  the  three  areas,  would 
act  as  coordinator  and  decision  maker. 
The  size  of  these  ministries  would  be 
much  smaller  than  current  board  and 
agency  size  and  would  take  the  shape 
for  the  task  at  hand.  The  first  two  years 
of  the  study  would  require  a  concentrat¬ 
ed  discernment  process  informed  by 
prayer  and  Bible  study  led  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Other  Issues 

Other  issues  mentioned  in  less  depth 
for  consideration  were  the  relocation  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
from  New  York  to  Virginia  (at  a  pro¬ 
posed  cost  of  $42,000,000),  the  continu¬ 
ation  of  the  very  successful  Hispanic 
Plan  for  building  Hispanic  ministries, 
the  Native  American  and  Strengthening 
the  Black  Church  initiatives,  and  a 
“Focus  on  Young  People.” 

Social  justice  resolutions  were  also 
discussed.  Bob  Nash,  lay  leader  at  First 
UMC,  Pineville,  made  a  plea  not  to 


In  Non-Essentials  Liberty 
In  All  Things  Charily 

weaken  the  current  language  in  the 
Discipline  on  the  practice  of  homosexu¬ 
ality.  Another  participant  added  com¬ 
ments  on  strengthening  the  prohibition 
against  abortions. 

A  video  shown  from  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
highlighted  the  importance  of  maintain¬ 
ing  appropriate  amounts  of  resources 
for  Older  Adult  Ministries,  Campus 
Ministries,  Substance  Abuse  programs, 
and  Africa  University.  Its  plea  was  that 
United  Methodism  recapture  its  vision 
as  a  missionary  church. 

After  lunch,  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
Lambeth  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  explained  changes  in  the 
Benefits  of  the  69,000  households  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  Ministerial  Pension  and 
Health  Plans  that  delegates  will  be 
asked  to  consider.  He  and  another  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Council  answered  questions 
afterwards. 

Following  the  dialogues,  Dr.  Charles 
B.  Simmons,  Chair  of  the  Delegation, 
expressed  appreciation  to  the  presenters 
and  participants  for  the  informative  ses¬ 
sion  and  charged  the  delegates  to  con¬ 
tinue  preparation  for  the  General 
Conference.  He  announced  that  plans 
are  underway  for  a  dinner  gathering  of 
all  the  delegates  and  visitors  to  Denver 
on  April  23,  1996,  and  that  details  and 
reservation  forms  will  be  published  in 
the  Conference  newspaper. 

The  meeting  closed  with  prayer  by 
the  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  who  remind¬ 
ed  those  gathered  of  the  importance  of 
the  task  ahead. 


Reflections 

on  the 
Conference 
Center 

Continued  from  page  2 

A  letter  from  Gene  Finnell 
of  First  UMC,  Covington  to 

his  fellow  church  members 

Dear  Church  Friends, 

The  Sunday  afternoon  before  Mardi 
Gras,  Janet  and  I  went  to  New  Orleans 
and  spent  two  nights  in  the  Hilton 
Hotel.  Friends  of  ours  had  a  view  of 
downtown  New  Orleans,  including  the 
unfinished  Harrah’s  Casino.  Looking 
out  their  window,  I  could  not  help  but 
notice  that  the  shell  of  the  Harrah ’s 
building  looks  like  a  man-made  disas¬ 
ter,  a  symbol  of  greed  and  corruption, 
which  I  believe  it  is.  In  December, 
Wayne  Orechwa  and  I  visited  the  site 
of  our  Conference  Center  outside 
Alexandria.  It,  too,  was  unfinished. 
There  is  one  distinct  difference  in  the 
Harrah’s  Casino  building  and  the 
Conference  Center  buildings.  Our 
Conference  Center  will  be  completed 
in  late  summer,  1996  because  it  has 
the  support  of  the  United  Methodists 
of  Louisiana  and  God’s  blessing. 

In  the  years  to  come,  our 
Conference  Center  will  be  a  place 
where  people’s  lives  are  touched  and 
blessed  by  God’s  Spirit.  Many  of 
those  people  will  go  forth  to  touch  the 
lives  of  others  and  share  God’s  Good 
News. 

I  was  skeptical  at  first  that  our 
Conference  could  do  such  a  project. 
Now  it  is  almost  finished  and  I’m 
excited  and  proud  of  what  I  see.  In 
the  next  few  weeks  you’ll  be  hearing 
more  about  the  Conference  Center  and 
what  we  can  do  to  help  finish  the  job. 
We’re  continually  bombarded  with 
pictures  of  the  unfinished  Harrah’s,  a 
reminder  of  human  failure,  and  need 
to  hear  a  good  story  of  success 
through  faith  and  God’s  blessing. 
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Upcoming 
Events 

Fishing  School 

West  Monroe  -  The  Monroe  and 
Ruston  Districts  are  sponsoring  an 
evangelism  seminar  entitled,  “Go 
Fishing  Without  Leaving  Town:  How 
to  Share  Your  Faith  Without  Being 
Obnoxious.”  The  school  will  take 
place  May  5th  at  Faith  UMC,  West 
Monroe.  For  more  information  call. 
Rev.  Ricky  Willis  (318)369-0326  or 
the  Monroe  District  (318)387-7364. 


Revival  at  Mt.  Zion 

New  Orleans  -  Mt.  Zion  UMC  in 
New  Orleans  will  have  a  revival  April 
1-3,  1996.  The  Revivalist  will  be:  the 
Reverend  Freddie  Henderson  of 
Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  Rev. 
Randall  E.  Campbell  and  the  members 
of  Mt.  Zion  invite  everyone  to  join 
them  each  evening  at  6:30  pm.  Mt. 
Zion  is  located  at  2700  Louisiana 
Avenue.  For  more  information  call, 
the  church  office  (504)895-61 10. 

New  Orleans  UMM 
Banquet 

New  Orleans  -  The  Awards  and 
Sweetheart  Banquet  for  the  United 
Methodist  Men  of  the  New  Orleans 
District  will  be  held  Friday,  March  22, 
1996.  The  event  will  take  place  at  St. 
Matthew’s  UMC,  6017  Camphor 
Street,  Metairie. 

A  social  hour  at  6:30  p.m.  will 
kick-off  the  banquet,  followed  by  din¬ 
ner  at  7:30  p.m.  The  main  speakers 
for  the  evening  are:  Buddy  Stall  and 
Foye  Webb,  United  Methodist  Men 
Team  Leader  from  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  in  Nashville. 

Entertainment  will  be  provided  by 
the  “Bums”  from  Bethany  UMC  and 
the  “Cornerstone  Trio”  of  Cornerstone 
UMC,  New  Orleans. 

The  cost  per  person  is  $12.50.  A 
portion  of  the  profits  will  be  donated 
to  the  1000  Club. 


150  years  celebra- 
tion  at  Mansfield 

Mansfield  -  The  members  of 
Mansfield  invite  everyone  to  join 
them  on  March  24,  1996  as  they  cele¬ 
brate  150  years  of  ministry.  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden  will  deliver  the  ser¬ 
mon  at  the  combined  morning  worship 
services  of  the  Grand  Cane  an  FUMC, 
Mansfield  churches.  Bishop  Oden 
will  also  dedicate  a  plaque  commemo¬ 
rating  the  anniversary.  A  dinner  will 
follow  the  11:00  a.m.  service.  The 
Anniversary  Celebration  will  begin  at 
1:30  p.m.  For  more  information  call, 
(318)872-0811. 


Singles  Conference 

Baton  Rouge  -  Calling  all  singles 
to  “Celebrate  the  Seasons  of  Change.” 
On  April  12-14,  1996,  “It’s  a 
Onederfull  Life”  Singles  Conference 
will  be  held  at  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge.  Keynote  speakers  are 
Rev.  Karl  Klaus  and  Rev.  Freddie 
Henderson. 

Entertainment  includes  gospel 
music  by  Lyle  Henderson,  emcee  at 
the  House  of  Blues  in  New  Orleans;  a 
variety  show  and  Saturday  night 
dance.  Thirty-eight  speakers  will  pre¬ 
sent  forty-three  topics/workshops. 
Activities  for  children  will  also  be 
offered. 

The  registration  before  March  3 1  is 
$22.  Registration  fee  following  March 
31  will  be  $32.  Send  registration  to 
BUMC  1996  Singles  Conference,  R 
O.  Box  82616,  Baton  Rouge,  LA. 
70884-2616.  For  more  information 
call,  Broadmoor  UMC  at  (504)924- 
6269. 

Holy  Week  Service 

Nashville,  TN  (UMCom)  —  A  live 
telecast  of  the  Maundy  Thursday  ser¬ 
vice  from  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Harlem,  New  York,  will  air 
April  4  on  the  Faith  &  Values  (F&V) 
Channel  at  8  p.m.  (EDT). 

The  date  of  the  telecast,  produced 
by  United  Methodist  Communications 
(UMCom),  coincides  with  the  28th 
anniversary  of  Martin  Luther  King’s 
assassination  in  Memphis,  Tennessee. 


“Yardbirds” 


hard  at  work 


by  Doris  Sheppard 
Shreveport  -  At 
North  Highlands  UMC, 
the  “Yardbirds”  are  a 
group  of  retired  men 
who  keep  the  yard  and 
grounds  all  year.  They 
meet  once  a  week  to 
mow,  trim,  etc.  When 
they  are  finished  they 
have  time  for  coffee  and 
fellowship.  Some  ladies 
of  the  church  made  them 
sweatshirts  with  the 
“Yardbird”  logo  last  year; 

and  this  year  they  were  presented  caps  in  a  special 


The  “Yardbirds”  from  North  Highlands  UMC, 
Shreveport  are  (front)  Jim  Thompson,  Bob  Duncan, 
Charlie  Wilbanks,  Sam  Farmer,  (back)  Rev.  Conrad 
Edwards,  Joe  Langdon,  Clayton  Guess,  Bob  Funk,  Bob 
Dykes  and  John  Peddy. 


capping  ceremony. 


The  Rayne  UMC,  New  Orleans  jazz  ensemble  inspired 
worshippers. 


Historic 
Rayne 
Memorial 
Celebrates 
with  Jazz 

New  Orleans  -  The 
worship  service  on  the 
Sunday  before  Mardi 
Gras  was  not  “business 
as  usual”  in  historic 
Rayne  Memorial  Church 
on  St.  Charles  Avenue  in  New  Orleans.  As  crowds  gathered  outside  waiting  for 
Mardi  Gras  parades  to  begin,  a  five-piece  jazz  band  inside  the  church  struck  up 
“Just  a  Closer  Walk  with  Thee,”  and  members  of  Rayne  circulated  outside  to 
invite  parade-goers  into  the  church.  A  record  number  of  worshippers  sang  with 
joy,  sometimes  clapping  to  the  music,  other  times  listening  in  appreciation  and 
reverence,  to  the  classic  Gospel  sounds. 

Rev.  George  Duerson  spoke  in  his  sermon  of  “Singing  Our  Faith”  and  express¬ 
ing  joy  and  love  in  worship.  One  participant  stated,  “Now,  I’ve  been  to  Church!” 
Those  who  attended  left  with  a  feeling  of  gratitude  for  a  quite  different  expression 
of  worship.  Church  leaders  have  already  made  plans  for  another  Jazz  Worship 
Service  and  it  seems  ...  a  tradition  is  bom! 


Jones  UMC  mem- 
ber  earns  doctorate 

Welsh  -  Mary  Alice  Trent,  a  member 
of  Jones  UMC,  Welsh,  earned  her  doc¬ 
torate  degree  in  English/Rhetoric  and 
Composition  from  the  University  of 
Southwestern  Louisiana  in  December, 
1995.  She  was  named  Crusade  Scholar 
through  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
received  the  Outstanding  Graduate 
Teaching  Award  in  English  at  USL. 

Dr.  Trent  is  an  active  member  of  her 
church.  She  serves  as  Lay  Leader, 
member  of  the  adult  choir  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 


Women.  She  also  serves  as  UMW 
Christian  Social  Involvement  Chair  for 
the  Lake  Charles  District.  She  is  cur¬ 
rently  on  the  faculty  of  Louisiana  State 
University  at  Eunice. 

Staff  Opening 

New  York  -  The  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  announces  a  profes¬ 
sional  staff  opening  for  Assistant 
General  Secretary,  United  Nations 
Ministry.  For  complete  information 
concerning  this  position  contact  Stacie 
Schneider  in  the  Conference  Office 
(504)346-1646.  Deadline  for  applica¬ 
tion  is  May  3,  1996. 


